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Formula SAE-A moves to South Australia in 2026 

Business Events Adelaide has announced that after almost 26 years in Victoria, 
Formula SAE-A will showcase its engineering talent in South Australia for the next 
five years. 

From December 2026, Australia’s premier racetrack, The Bend in Tailem Bend, will 
host over 1,200 students annually. The best and brightest engineering scholars 
from Australasia, Taiwan, Indonesia, Japan and the Middle East will compete in 
the event, the culmination of a 12-month university program. It will be the largest 
regional event that attracts interstate and international visitors to South Australia. 

Formula SAE-A students design, engineer and validate a Formula style race car 
from the ground up and over four days, their engineering skills are put to the test. 
Students that participate in Formula SAE-A come from various engineering 
disciplines such as mechanical, electrical, mechatronics, robotics, computer 
technology and AI. Formula SAE-A team’s mimic contemporary business practices, 
and many industry sectors support this initiative, as graduates emerge ‘work 
ready’. 

“It’s just not about engineering, it’s about leadership, project management, 
teamwork, innovation, cost, reliability of supply and safety,” said President of SAE-
A, Ms Martha Oplopiadis.” “Formula SAE-A is the most effective applied 
engineering education program in Australasia. Students experience engineering not 
as an abstract discipline, but as a real-world profession”. 

“For many students, Formula SAE-A represents the first time their work is 
assessed by practicing engineers rather than academics alone. This intense 
engineering competition requires each team to continually improve, to analyse, to 
develop, and try again. This produces graduates who do not see engineering as a 
finished process, but as a continual one.” 

The event includes a large employment exhibition involving leading business's 
pitching employment opportunities to the participating University students. 
Exhibitors include businesses of the calibre of Caterpillar, Ford Australia, Toyota, 
Walkinshaw, ADF Careers, Tesla Energy, Supacat, Hisense and Red Bull, as well as 
leading universities.  

Formula SAE-A is forecast to deliver $22.6 million to the state economy over five 
years, with regional South Australia being a major beneficiary.  
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South Australia’s Minister for State Development Chris Picton hailed Formula SAE-
A as a further demonstration of South Australia’s increasing appeal. “Securing 
Formula SAE-A is a big win for our state and a strong vote of confidence in South 
Australia’s growing opportunities in the engineering sector. After its long history in 
Victoria this event will now be held at one of the best racetracks in the country at 
The Bend and will deliver more than $22 million into SA’s economy. As a state, we 
want to encourage many girls and boys to take up a career in STEM, and Formula 
SAE-A provides real experience of working in the engineering sector.  

Business Events Adelaide  CEO Damien Kitto said “We are delighted that Formula 
SAE-A has chosen South Australia to be its home for the next five years. It is 
unique in several ways, combining aspects of workforce development with a 
sizeable economic contribution to a regional community. It also offers a clear 
demonstration of the many long-term benefits of attracting business events – 
talent attraction, investment opportunities and exposure of our newly merged 
University among them – as well as the quality of our regional infrastructure. An 
event like Formula SAE-A is perfect for The Bend, and it shows once again that 
South Australia offers a solution for a wide range of business events, even beyond 
Adelaide.”   

About B usiness Events Adelaide  

Business Events Adelaide  is an independent, not for profit, member-based 
organisation. Its purpose is to win business events for South Australia, a valued 
and proven economic driver in both the long and short term.  

Beyond the high daily spend of delegates, business events provide an economic 
tail of multiplying benefits that often endure years into the future. Long-term 
benefits can be seen in research collaborations, business partnerships, company 
startups and even a contribution to population growth with the arrival of new 
professional and skilled workers.   
 
Business Events Adelaide  is supported by the State Government through the 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet, the Adelaide Economic Development 
Agency and its Strategic Partners.  
 
Further information on Business Events Adelaide activities can be found at 

www.businesseventsadelaide.com.au 
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