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IN 1937. ROUTE 66. WHICH
stretched from Illinois to
California. became the first
paved road to cross New
Mexico. It helped put the
state’s most populous city.
Albuquerque. on the map. and
became fixed in the American
psyche—its glowing signs and
open-road romanticism drew
cross-country travelers like
moths to a neon flame.

By the 1970s. however, the
route had become all but
obsolete with the advent of air
travel. and by 1985. the federal
government decommissioned it
as a highway. Businesses began
swapping iconic neon signs for

uni

ot

Route 66 Renaissance
The historic highway runs through Nob Hill,

a neighborhood in Albuquerque, New Mexico
luring adventurous?ve'fsiﬁh neon signs

for more than 80 years

By Jess Swanson Photos by Gabriella Marks

vERTI

cheaper alternatives. such as
LEDs. Slowly the Americana
aesthetic faded.

It still glows, though, in
Albuquerque’s Nob Hill
neighborhood. where Route 66
became the city’s “main street”
and was later called Central
Avenue. Today. local
businesses have proudly
commifted to preserving and
revitalizing the old Route 66
vibe. “Route 66 was once a
beautiful necklace of neon
light from Chicago to L.A.."
says artist Robert Randazzo.
who owns the neon shop/
gallery Absolutely Neon. “Now.
were the last remnants of it.”

MAP ILLUSTRATION. MELANIE CHADWICK
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1. Kellys Brew Pub
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absolutelyneon.com
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5. 66 Diner
frontierrestaurant.com
3. Lobo Theater
ull

66diner.com
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