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Delivering an Extraordinary 
Alexandria Experience

Improving the visitor experience is the best way to ensure

good word of mouth and a high rate of returning guests



Economic Impact of 
Tourism

Á$754 million in visitor spending (2014)

Á3.5 million visitors per year,

from all 50 states, DC, and numerous  

countries

Á$24 million in tax revenue generated 

Á$300 tax savings per household

Á6000+ jobs supported

Source: Virginia Tourism Corporation, 

2014 Economic Impact of Domestic Travel



Tourism: A Growth Industry

Alexandria FY 2015 Lodging Results 

Occupancy 72.4%

Average Daily Rate $149

Revenue Per Available Room  $108 (+14.7%, #1 in DC region)

Source: Smith Travel Research



The Value of Tourism

ÁGenerating visitor spending

ÁIncreasing local tax revenue

ÁCreating jobs

ÁEnhancing quality of life

ÁStrengthening local businesses

ÁBuilding Alexandriaôs image and community pride



Top Reasons People Come to Alexandria

Question:  Which of the following were IMPORTANT to your decision to make 
this visit to Alexandria, VA?

Total

Restaurants, cuisine, food scene 46.3%

Proximity to Washington, DC 40.2%

Easy to get to by car, train, plane 38.7%

Clean and safe 33.6%

Friends or family in the area 33.0%

Walkable and easy to get around (do not need a car) 31.4%

Waterfront location 30.5%

Overall ambiance and atmosphere 30.1%

Historic significance 28.9%

Well-preserved 18th and 19th century architecture 22.5%

Alexandria is family-friendly 20.9%

Unique shopping opportunities 19.1%

Alexandria is upscale 17.0%

Museums and historic sites 16.4%

Public parks and green spaces 15.6%

Alexandria is a good value 15.2%

Art galleries/studios and other visual arts 14.8%

Alexandria is uncontrived and authentic 14.1%

Alexandria is romantic 13.7%

Special event and/or festival 12.3%

Nightlife 10.5%

I got a good deal on hotel, attractions or other travel components 8.6%

Theater and/or other performing arts/concerts/live music 5.5%

Base 512

Source: Destination Analysts, 

Alexandria 2014 Advertising 

Effectiveness and ROI Study 



Top Activities in Alexandria

Question:  Which of the following activities and attractions did you participate in 
while in Alexandria, VA on this trip?

Source: Destination Analysts, 

Alexandria 2014 Advertising 

Effectiveness and ROI Study 



Where Should We Eat?
Dining in Alexandria



VisitAlexandriaVA.com/Dine


