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50 Years of Tourism Promotion
Makes a Difference

ÅVirginia tourism $1.3 billion (1969) 

ą to $26 billion (2018)

Å6.4% annual growth rate

ÅVirginia is for Lovers®was established 

in 1969 

ÅInducted into the Madison Avenue 

Advertising Walk of Fame 



Power of Tourism Promotion

ÅTourism = Sound investment for local 

government

ÅTourism = Instant revenue generator 

Å$1 Virginia tourism Ą $7 in tax revenue 

(Alexandria ROI similar 6:1)

ÅBrands (including travel destinations) 

require consistent investment

ÅOne of !ƳŀȊƻƴΩǎsix decision drivers was 

ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ 

will enjoy living with recreational and 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ



Patricia Washington
President & CEO
Visit Alexandria





50 Years Makes a Difference

2018

$42 million $287 million

$859 million

Source: Virginia Tourism Corporation



FY 2019 Headlines



Federal Government Shutdown



Metro Summer Platform Improvement



Amazon & Virginia Tech



Best Small City



ά.Ŝǎǘ {Ƴŀƭƭ /ƛǘȅέ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ .ǳŘƎŜǘǎ

$19.2 M

$12.2 M $12.5 M

$3.9 M

$7.1 M

#1 Charleston #2 Santa Fe #3 Savannah #4 Alexandria #5 Sarasota



FY 2019 Economic Impact



Visitor Spending in Alexandria 
(Home location = 50+ miles)

Source: 2018 Economic Impact of Domestic Travel on Virginia and 
Localities, Virginia Tourism Corporation
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Jobs Supported by Tourism

Source: 2018 Economic Impact of Domestic Travel on Virginia and 
Localities, Virginia Tourism Corporation
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Alexandria Tax Receipts from Tourism
(Home location: 50+ miles)

Source: 2018 Economic Impact of Domestic Travel on Virginia and Localities, Virginia 
Tourism Corporation
Data is based on macroeconomic modeling and provides an estimate of receipts, not an accounting of actual taxes 
and receipts.
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Occupancy

Source: STR; Fiscal years run July through June
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Revenue Per Available Room (RevPAR)

Source: STR; Fiscal years run July through June
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Source: 2016 Visa credit card sales, meals, and lodging transaction data, VisaVue

Non-Residents Pay 71% of Consumption Taxes





FY 2019 Initiatives


