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Mandala Research Profile of 
African American Traveler  

 

• Most frequently travel by car, come from South, 61% stay in 

hotels or motels (most others stay with friends/relatives)  

 

• Most rely heavily on friends and family for information (55%) as 

well as destination web sites (54%) 

 
 

 













African American Traveler 
Segments* 

• 32%: Curious and Engaged Traveler 

 

• 29%: Family Reunion Traveler 

 

• 27%: Business Traveler 

 

* Not mutually exclusive 

 
 

 



The “Curious and Engaged”  
African-American Traveler 

•  Appreciation for history, heritage, and culture 

•  49% say African American heritage an culture offerings important 

when selecting destination, and 62% spend more on culture and 

heritage 

•  Can be targeted in African American newspapers, travel and 

history magazines, Facebook 

•  89% prefer trips that offer a combination of activities --  

culture, shopping, dining, festivals, local arts / crafts, local wines/ 

craft beers 

 

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Mandala Research Profile of African 
American Traveler:  Summary 

• Major determinants for selecting a destination are cost of visiting 

and because friends/family live there 

• One third of African American travelers are “Curious and Engaged” 

segment 

• These travelers care more than most about connecting with 

culture and heritage when visiting or selecting a destination 

• But they also are more likely to be interested in a wide variety of 

activities  

 
 

 



Alexandria’s African American 
History Sites and Attractions  

Alexandria Black History Museum 

 

 
 

 



Alexandria’s African American 
History Sites and Attractions  

Freedom House / Northern Virginia Urban League 

 

 
 

 



Alexandria’s African American 
History Sites and Attractions  

Fort Ward Museum and Historic Site 

 

 
 

 



Alexandria’s African American 
History Sites and Attractions  

Alexandria African American Heritage Park 

 

 
 

 



Alexandria’s African American 
History Sites and Attractions  

Contraband and Freedmen’s Cemetery Memorial 

 

 
 

 



Alexandria’s African American 
History Sites and Attractions  

Other sites that include African American history and 

interpretive programs: 

Alexandria Archaeology Museum 

Carlyle House 

Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum 

Alexandria National Cemetery 

Alexandria African American Hall of Fame at Houston Rec Ctr 

Mount Vernon 

 



VisitAlexandriaVA.com/BlackHistory 



“Courageous Journey” Brochure 

• Guide to Alexandria’s African American history 

sites and neighborhoods 

• Updated and reprinted (5,000 copies) for 2015, 

in collaboration with Office of Historic Alexandria 

• Available at Visitor Center, Alexandria Black 

History Museum, participating sites, or online at 

VisitAlexandriaVA.com/BlackHistory  

• Soon to available via mobile app 

 
 

 



Self-Guided Tour 

• Available at Alexandria Visitor Center, 

Alexandria Black History Museum, or online 

at VisitAlexandriaVA.com/BlackHistory 

• Due to be updated 

 
 

 



“Extra Alex” Blog 



Targeted Advertising 
Washington Informer, Advertorial, Google AdWords 

 

 
 

 



National Media Attention 
• Dedicated PR consultant hired    

• 31 hits for Freedmen’s Cemetery dedication 

• 115 hits for Academy Award-winning “12 Years a Slave” film’s 

connection to Alexandria’s Freedom House 

 

 
 

 



Media Partnerships  
Washington Informer African American Heritage Tour in ALX 

 

 
 

 



Sponsorships 
2015 Alexandria African American Hall of Fame Calendar 

 

 
 

 



New Opportunities  
National Museum of African American History and Culture 

Opening 2016 on National Mall 

 

 
 

 



New Opportunities  
PBS “Mansion House” show, debuting in 2016 

Takes place in Alexandria, $700,000 in Virginia Tourism ads  

 

 
 

 



Stay Connected 
 

 

 

 

 

 Twitter              @AlexandriaVA 

Facebook          /VisitAlexandriaVA 

Instagram         /VisitAlexVA 

 

Web        VisitAlexandriaVA.com 

Blog      Blog.VisitAlexandriaVA.com  

Alexandria Meetings        MeetAlexandriaVA.com 

 


