A Concise History of
Saint Anthony Cathedral Basilica

Although St. Anthony Cathedral Baszlzca itself was built in 1903, its roots reach
back into the Nineteenth Century. fn: 1880, Rew. Vital Quinon encouraged the
Catholics of Beawmont to build St. L!)u; Lhmch at the corner of Bowie and Orleans.
This was the first Catholic Church in Beaumcmt and was a wooden frame structure that
could accommodate about three himdred: people. In 1894 St. Lowis Church was moved
to the squatre bl ock of proper £y bmtﬂded b'\ Fonyth{,, ] efj‘mson Wall and Archie Streets.

nerstone was laid in Jriine 1963 Buf the s - was not co—mpleted unml 1907 On
January 271907 Most Reverend Ntcho as Gallagher, Bishop of the chese of
Galveston: Ho';{ston dedicated Saint Anfhc}m Church.

The ch mg has undergone ratiny thanges through éh*é lead"
pastors., ﬁi najd'r mteﬂor Tesign affort took place under M@mt{nox =
1937. Stainedsglass windows svere installed throughout the church, aﬂcf symboltc oil
paintings were added behind the a ltar, With the inception of the Diocese of Beaumont
in 1966, St. Anthong Churchwys elevated to the rank of a Cfathedm [ by Pope Paul
VI. In 1972 Msgr. M F. Enclw_g began the second: siation of this sacred site
in accord with the Second Vitican Councills reneisil of the Sacred Linurgy, A sacrifi-
cial altar was introduced facing the ‘people, an’ appropriate Bishop’s chair became a
permanent fixture in the sancuiary, the art on the sanccuﬁry and throughout the
Cathedral wasgenewed, r.he pews were nﬁmch od, kneelers vep liced, carpeting installed,
and new ai:Oqut%cd@ aﬂ;{i lightirig systems added. Extensivg lands aj)mg t0 the grounds
was mtmduced the exterior was renewed, the cGpper deme 'resz:m éd and a 2,500-pipe
Wicks Organ Tnswlled. . Very. Reperend: Bmme Pafiﬂb unduwo? buil ding of a
new Cathedral Céntér and Chapel-office complex thar was dedicat din 1991. From
1996 to 2004 Very Reverend Jeremiah J -MeGrath repaived and Itttgrgtcally renovated
Saint Anthony Cathedyal w its present glovy. On October 17,-2004{Most Reverend
thzs 7. Gw ory, S Vi S, ID,R, Btsﬁop @f Be&umm;t 'Je-sdcff cmed and consecrared

'ﬁzpmf a“eveml

Sourheasr Texas.

OnJuly 11, 2@06 Pope Benedict X\/Zi::mclatmed Saint Anth y Cathedml

Minor Basilica.

MATER ECCLESIA
“Mother Church”

PORTA CAELI

“Gate of Heaven”

SAINT ANTHONY
CATHEDRAL BASILICA’S
PILGRIMS’ PATH

The Cathedral Basilica of Saint Anthony is designed in the Early Christian
Romanesque style and modeled after the 12¢h Century Basilica of San Clement
in Rome. This ancient Roman Basilica’s lowest level contains the 1st Century
house - church of Saint Pope Clement, 3rd Pope after Saint Peter.

Saint Anthony’s edifice corner stone was laid in 1903 and the church was first
dedicated in 1907. With the inception of the Diocese of Beaumont in 1966, St.
Anthony parish church was elevated by Pope Paul VI to the rank of a Cathedral.
In 2006 Pope Benedict XVI named Saint Anthony Cathedral a Minor Basilica.

AMARE ET SERVIRE

“To Love and Serve”



1 Universal Call to Holiness Doors
2 Baptismal Font
3 Virtue of Humility Mosaic
4 Virtue of Prudence Mosaic
B Virtue of Justice Mosaic
§ Virtue of Temperance Mosaic
7 Virtue of Fortitude Mosaic
8 Virtue of Reverence Mosaic
8 Virtue of the Fear of Lord Mosaic
18 Virtue of Charity and Place of Honor Mosaic
i1 Altar, Reliquary and Pulpit
Altar contains the relics of St. Anthony of Pauda and St. Katharine Drexel
along with the images of these saints
12 St. Clement’s Apse, Bishop's Chair and Presbytery
13 Basilica Papal Bell
14 Chapel of Our Lady of Life
18 Chapel of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Chapel contains the Virtue of Hope Mosaic an exact replica of the image of Qur
Lady of Guadalupe and relics of St. Therese, the Litle Flower; St. Sr. Faustuna
and Pope John Paul I1
16 Sacred Qils :
17 St. Joan of Arc Relief
18 Western Church Fathers and Beatitudes
18 St Joseph’s Shrine
28 Sacred Heart Shrine and Sacristy
2% St. Anthony's Shrine
22 Eastern Church Fathers and Beatitudes
23 St. James of Compostela Relief
24 Dome of Glory
25 Basilica Papal Umbrella
28 Chapel of Our Lady of Eternal Life
27 Chapel of The Sacrament and Virtue of Faith Mosaic
28 Chapel of The Cross
Contains the relic of the Tur Cross, the 9/11 steal beam cross relic from
the World Trade Center in New York City, Romanaoff Icons and 500 Centenary
Cross of the Americas
29 Great Bronze Doors
30 Good Shepherd Plaza
31 Sc. Anthony Grotto

32 Colonnade of Christ the Redeemer
RE Restroom with baby changing table




