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Education & Outreach

How Voices Tells the Story

• Social Media
• Public Relations
• Digital Marketing
• Industry Collaboration
• Community Presentations
• Legislative Education Roundtables



Board of Directors

• Steve Wahrlich - MLHA, Private Business, AHLA, Former TAC
• Racene Friede - Glacier Country, Tourism Matters to MT
• Barb Neilan - Destination Missoula, TBID, TMMT, CVB
• Callie Aschim - Helena Chamber of Commerce, CVB 
• Rachel Gregg - Windfall Inc., Former TAC
• Rebecca Engum - Great Falls Tourism, TBID, CVB, Former SBDC
• Brad Niva – Big Sky Chamber, Visit Big Sky, CVB



Return On Investments

     is a leading industry in Montana 

In 2025, 13.264 million non-resident visitors: 
     spent $5.6 Billion,

➢ supported 52,610 jobs statewide

➢ generated $360 million in state & local taxes and 

➢ lowered taxes on each Montana household by over $740.00

* Data is based on spending report by ITRR released May 2025 and January 2026





Accommodations Funding Sources

4% Lodging Facility Use Tax (Bed Tax) 3%+1% Lodging Facility Sales Tax

8% Tax on all accommodation stays – hotel, cabins, campgrounds, short term rentals

$15.6M
Historical 
Assets*

$62.4M State Programs $46.71M General Fund

FY24
Revenues

*January 2025 
historical asset 
distribution shifts 
from construction to 
maintenance and 
other tourism 
partners



Industry Led Funding of Montana Heritage Center 
Construction, SB338 (2019)





Montana 
LFUT 
Collections



Big Sky 
LFUT 
Collections



Montana and Big Sky Change in LFUT Percentage Year over Year
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Non-resident 
spend per 
County



Trends of Bed Tax by Region



Montana 
LFUT 
Collections



SB540 (2023) Funding Distribution

 (a) 43% for tourism media, advertising film programs, made-in-Montana promotions and 

main street programs, wayfinding and signage, and support to trade offices; 

(b) 22.5% for rural tourism, under-visited area attraction projects, and tribal tourism, 
including infrastructure, tourism-related emergency services, marketing, and promotional 
activities; 

(c) 23% for tourism grants, including agritourism grants and Montana-based film grants; 

(d) 6.5% for revolving loan programs and regional tourism assistance; and 

(e) 5% to use in collaboration with the office of economic development established in 2-
15-218 for new tourism attractions, other state business development programs, and 
support for the activities in subsections (1)(a) through (1)(d) of this section. 



SB409 (2025)



69th Legislative Review



Coordination & 
Communications

• Released State-wide op ed 
published to push back on 
Senator Glimm’s call to 
completely defund marketing 
promotions for Montana

• Assisted with coordination of 
opposition to SB90 hearing 
early in the session, provided 
communications with 
stakeholders



Travel Industry 
Rotunda Day

• Big Sky Chamber

• Discover Kalispell

• ITRR

• KOA

• Museums of Montana

• Montana Chamber of 
Commerce

• Montana Dept of Commerce

• MT Dude Ranchers Association

• Montana Historical Society

• MLHA



Travel Industry 
Rotunda Day (cont)

• MOGA

• MT Restaurant Association

• MT Retail Association

• Yellowstone Country

• Tourism Matters to Montana

• Town Pump

• Visit Billings

• Visit Great Falls

• Visit Southwest Montana

• West Yellowstone

• Western Montana’s Glacier 
Country



Legislative Lobbying • Hired Lobbyist team with 
Crowley Fleck with Aimee 
Grmoljez and Madi Tyson

• Every bill MTTA supported 
became law and every bill 
MTTA opposed died, most 
often in committee

Save the Date!
January 11, 2027 

Travel Industry Rotunda Day 



Get Involved – Subscribe to Newsletter 



Engage with Voices of 
Montana Tourism

• Sign up for the Newsletter

• Follow and Engage at:
     Facebook @VoicesOfMontanaTourism

• Attend Legislative Weekly Zoom Calls

• Attend the Voices of Montana Tourism 
Summit November 12, Helena

• Partner Associations



Team Tourism

Thank you!
www.voicesoftourism.com

JOBS - COMMUNITY - ECONOMY

http://www.voicesoftourism.com/
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