e BIRMINGHAM
+{¥=-- & WESTMIDLANDS
=222 CONVENTION BUREAU

MEET WITH \;
PURPOSE

Creating impact and
legacy through business
events in Birmingham

& the West Midlands



CONTENTS

About Birmingham & West Midlands Convention Bureau
Impactful events start here
Environment & Sustainability
Birmingham Botanical Gardens

Canal & River Trust

Education & Future Talent
Birmingham City University

Equality, Diversity & Inclusion
Birmingham Hippodrome

B:Music (Town Hall & Symphony Hall)
Innovation & Research

STEAMhouse

Millennium Point

Community & Wellbeing

Legacy WM

Run of a Kind



ABOUT BIRMINGHAM & WEST
MIDLANDS CONVENTION BUREAU

With more than 40 years of experience, the Birmingham & West Midlands Convention Bureau works with organisers across the UK
and internationally to plan and deliver conferences, congresses, meetings and incentive programmes that create measurable impact.

Our team provides free, impartial support at every stage - connecting you with venues, suppliers, social enterprises, academic institutions
and community partners who can help shape impactful programmes with long-term legacy outcomes.

What we offer:
Free venue finding and accommodation sourcing
Access to a network of purpose-driven suppliers and community partners
Social value and legacy framework development
Post-event impact reporting support

Introductions to universities, colleges and education providers

Connections to student engagement, skills development and talent pipelines
PR support to amplify your event's educational impact and legacy outcomes
Introductions to inclusive suppliers, accessibility experts and diverse thought leaders

Practical inclusion frameworks across every stage of event delivery

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT
A MEMBER OF OUR CONVENTION BUREAU TEAM:

%] 0121202 5100

[E2| beb.conferencesales@wmgrowth.com

[@®] meetbirmingham.com

| @Birmingham and the West Midlands Convention Bureau


mailto:bcb.conferencesales%40wmgrowth.com%0D?subject=
https://www.meetbirmingham.com/
https://x.com/MeetBirmingham
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IMPACTFUL EVENTS s
START HERE

When you bring a business event to Birmingham and the West Midlands, you unlock a region
built for impact.
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Here, business events do more than fill a conference room - they act as catalysts for social,
cultural, environmental and economic change, delivering lasting benefits for local communities.

This is a region defined by net-zero ambition, global diversity, world-class universities and
a Commonwealth Games legacy rooted in community impact.

Whether your goal is to reduce environmental impact, engage local academics, support young
people or invest in surrounding communities, the Birmingham & West Midlands Convention
Bureau can help you design an event with lasting legacy.

This is not a destination that talks about impact. It delivers it.



ENVIRONMENT
& SUSTAINABILITY

Birmingham and the West Midlands is accelerating its transition to a greener
future, supported by strong net-zero ambitions, extensive green infrastructure
and a growing network of sustainability-focused organisations. This creates a
strong foundation for business events looking to reduce environmental impact
while contributing to long-term climate and nature-positive outcomes.

Sustainable venues and accommodation Venues across the region hold
certifications such as ISO 20121, ISO 14001 and Green Tourism, with many
offering carbon reporting, responsible procurement and embedded sustainability
practices. Accommodation providers are increasingly aligned with social value
and environmental performance goals, enabling organisers to make responsible
choices across the full event supply chain.

Circular catering and food systems The region’s diverse culinary landscape
supports a more circular approach to event catering, with strong access to local
sourcing, seasonal menus and surplus redistribution through organisations such
as FareShare West Midlands. This makes low-waste and zero-food-to-landfill
approaches both realistic and scalable across events of all sizes.

Green spaces and the natural environment From canals and urban parks

to surrounding countryside, the West Midlands offers abundant natural
environments that can be integrated into event design. Many of these spaces
are managed by charitable organisations, meaning event activity can directly
contribute to conservation, biodiversity and environmental education outcomes.
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BIRMINGHAM BOTANICAL GARDENS

Conservation, biodiversity and environmental education in the
heart of Birmingham

A historic 15-acre Grade II* listed botanical garden and environmental charity
offering a unique green space for business events in the heart of the city.

It provides a rare opportunity to host meetings, receptions and delegate
experiences in a setting dedicated to biodiversity and environmental education.

Income from business events is reinvested into plant conservation, horticultural
training and community education, ensuring every event contributes directly
to environmental impact.

Ideal for sustainable meetings, wellbeing-focused events and environmentally
conscious delegate experiences.

Independent environmental charity supporting conservation and education

15-acre historic botanical garden available for business events
and receptions

Event income directly supports biodiversity and environmental programmes

www.birminghambotanicalgardens.org.uk

&) (@]

myevent@birminghambotanicalgardens.org.uk

o

BirminghamBotanicalGardensUK

[Z]] bhambotanicalgardens

E_L' birmingham-botanical-gardens



https://birminghambotanicalgardens.org.uk/
mailto:myevent%40birminghambotanicalgardens.org.uk%20%20?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/BirminghamBotanicalGardensUK/
https://www.instagram.com/bhambotanicalgardens/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/birmingham-botanical-gardens/
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CANAL & RIVERTRUST

Protecting Birmingham's historic canals
and blue-green infrastructure

The Canal & River Trust is a national charity responsible for over 2,000 miles of
waterways, including Birmingham’s extensive and iconic canal network. These
waterways are vital environmental corridors, supporting biodiversity, active
travel and community wellbeing across the city.

Through volunteering, education and conservation activity, the Trust enables

organisations to play an active role in protecting and improving these blue-green
blue-green corridors

spaces. Business events can contribute directly through hands-on engagement,
from canal clean-ups to environmental awareness programmes.

Charity responsible for 2,000+ miles of waterways across England & Wales
Cares for Birmingham's historic canal network and urban

Delivers conservation, volunteering and waterway education programmes
@ canalrivertrust.org.uk

@ enquiries.westmidlands@canalrivertrust.org.uk
{¢| canalrivertrust
@ canalrivertrust

@ canalrivertrust

Volunteers

Impraving the


https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
mailto:https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/contact-us/form?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/canalrivertrust
https://www.instagram.com/canalrivertrust
https://x.com/canalrivertrust

EDUCATION
& FUTURE TALENT

Birmingham and the West Midlands has one of the UK's strongest education
ecosystems, supporting a large and diverse student population across
universities, colleges and specialist training providers. This creates direct
opportunities for business events to engage with people, build skills and support
future career pathways.

Student engagement and widening participation Events can connect directly
with students and early-career professionals through guest lectures, discounted
attendance, live briefs and industry-led discussions. These activities help open
access to sectors, build confidence and support clearer pathways

into employment.

Work experience and talent development Business events also create
opportunities for structured involvement in event delivery, from volunteering
and production roles to hospitality and operations. This gives young people
real-world experience while allowing organisations to connect with

emerging talent.

Skills and future workforce With strengths across STEM, creative industries
and business services, the region places strong emphasis on developing a
future-ready workforce. Events can align with this by supporting skills
development and showcasing career pathways.
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BIRMINGHAM CITY UNIVERSITY

Practice-led education driving inclusive skills and employability

Ranked No.l in Birmingham for sustainability and best Midlands university for
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion. With over £500 million invested in facilities
including STEAMhouse and the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, BCU offers
quest lectures, industry panels, innovation challenges and access to specialist
labs and studios for event partners.

The University works closely with employers to ensure students gain real-
world experience through live projects, placements and collaborative learning.
Business events provide a direct opportunity to engage students, support skills
development and strengthen the pipeline between education and employment.

Top 10% of UK universities (People & Planet University League 25/26)
Strong focus on employability, widening participation and applied learning

Deep collaboration with industry across key regional growth sectors

@ bcu.ac.uk
@ bcu.ac.uk
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D birminghamcityuniversity
@ mybcu
E_J Birmingham City University
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https://www.bcu.ac.uk/
mailto:enrolment%40bcu.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/birminghamcityuniversity
https://www.instagram.com/mybcu/

EQUALITY,
DIVERSITY & INCLUSION

Birmingham and the West Midlands is one of the UK's most diverse regions, providing a powerful platform for
designing inclusive, representative and socially impactful business events. This diversity is not only demographic
but deeply embedded in the region's institutions, communities and workforce.

Diverse procurement and supply chains Organisers can embed social value

by working with minority-owned, women-led and social enterprises across
catering, production, AV, transport and event services. This enables direct
economic benefit to flow into local communities while strengthening responsible
procurement practices.

Accessibility as standard Accessibility can be built into events from the
outset through venue audits, inclusive communications, BSL interpretation,
neurodiverse-friendly design and wellbeing provision. The region’s experience
in delivering the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games provides a strong
foundation of inclusive event expertise.

Representative programming and thought leadership The West Midlands offers
access to a broad and diverse network of academics, community leaders and
sector specialists. This enables organisers to design programmes that reflect
the communities they serve and the audiences they wish to engage.

10
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BIRMINGHAM HIPPODROME

Inspiring cultural connection, creativity
and inclusive communities

One of the UK's leading cultural charities, Birmingham Hippodrome
welcomes over 600,000 visitors annually and operates without reqular
public funding. All income is reinvested into artistic programming,
education and community outreach.

The organisation is committed to widening access to the arts, working
with schools, young people and underrepresented communities to improve
participation and inclusion across the region.

Ideal for inclusive conferences, receptions and culturally engaged
business events.

Independent arts charity
600,000+ annual visitors and major event venue

Extensive education, outreach and access programmes

@ birminghamhippodrome.com

@ tickets®@birminghamhippodrome.com
m Birmingham Hippodrome

@ brumhippodrome

E_J birmingham-hippodrome



https://www.birminghamhippodrome.com/
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https://www.facebook.com/birminghamhippodrome
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B:Music

B:MUSIC (TOWN HALL & SYMPHONY HALL)

Cultural business event venues driving inclusion and community engagement

B:Music is the charity responsible for Town Hall and Symphony Hall and plays a central role
in delivering music-led community engagement across Birmingham and the West Midlands.
The organisation uses music as a tool for education, wellbeing and social connection.

Business events can engage with B:Music through performances, fundraising partnerships and
participation in outreach and education programmes. These activities support access to music
for young people and underrepresented communities while strengthening cultural inclusion.

Ideal for conferences seeking cultural venues with social impact.
Music charity operating two major city-centre venues
500,000+ annual visitors and 700+ performances per year

Extensive learning, participation and outreach programmes

@ bmusic.co.uk

@ events@bmusic.co.uk
[4] bmusicltd

[S] BMusic_Ltd

[fm| bmusicitd
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https://bmusic.co.uk/
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/bmusicltd?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/bmusicltd
https://www.instagram.com/BMusic_Ltd/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmusicltd/

INNOVATION
& RESEARCH

Birmingham and the West Midlands is a major centre for research, innovation
and industrial collaboration, bringing together universities, research institutions,
specialist labs and high-growth industries including health, transport, digital and
advanced manufacturing.

Research collaboration and knowledge exchange Events can connect organisers
directly with academics, researchers and innovation specialists working on
cutting-edge projects. This supports knowledge exchange between sectors and
encourages collaboration on shared challenges.

Applied research and real-world solutions The region has a strong track record
of turning research into practical application, supporting productivity, economic
growth and societal benefit. Business events can act as a bridge between
research activity and industry need.

Innovation ecosystems and sector growth Across the West Midlands, innovation
hubs and industry clusters support the development of new technologies,
products and services. Events can engage with these ecosystems to explore
emerging trends and accelerate innovation.
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STEAMHOUSE

Innovation hub connecting business events with ideas
and enterprise

STEAMhouse is a collaborative innovation centre bringing together businesses,
academics and entrepreneurs to develop ideas across science, technology,
engineering, arts and maths. It provides a practical environment for
experimentation, prototyping and enterprise development.

Business events can use STEAMhouse to host workshops, innovation challenges
and cross-sector collaboration sessions. These activities support knowledge
exchange and help translate ideas into applied solutions.

Ideal for innovation-focused conferences and collaborative events.
Innovation hub supporting SMEs, start-ups and academia
Space for workshops, prototyping and collaboration

Focus on applied innovation and enterprise development

@ steamhouse.org.uk

[@ steamhouse@bcu.ac.uk
[£] STEAMhouseUK

@ steamhouse_uk

E_L| steamhouse
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https://steamhouse.org.uk/
mailto:steamhouse%40bcu.ac.uk%20%20?subject=
https://steamhouse.org.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/steamhouse_uk/
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MILLENNIUM POINT

Inspiring the next generation through science,
innovation and opportunity

An award-winning STEM charity and landmark event venue in Birmingham'’s
Knowledge Quarter. All commercial profits are reinvested into education,
grants and scholarships - meaning every event held here contributes directly
to future talent development. Over £50 million returned to the West Midlands
since opening.

Events can support STEM engagement through educational sessions,
industry talks and youth-facing activities that connect delegates with the
next generation of innovators. Income generated from events is reinvested
into STEM education and community programmes.

By hosting events here, organisers directly contribute to long-term skills
development and regional innovation capacity.

Award-winning STEM charity - all profits reinvested into education
Over £50 million returned to the West Midlands region

Spaces from 2-person meeting rooms to a 354-seat Auditorium

@ millenniumpoint.org.uk

@ events@millenniumpoint.org.uk

wrd

D millenniumpoint
@ millenniumpoint

irz| millennium-point-property-limited

[:| millenniumpoint



https://www.millenniumpoint.org.uk/
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https://x.com/millenniumpoint

COMMUNITY
& WELLBEING

Every event leaves a legacy - the question is what.

Birmingham and the West Midlands offers extensive opportunities for
organisers to engage with communities through charities, grassroots
organisations and local initiatives that support wellbeing, inclusion
and social development across the region.

Hands-on, evidenced impact Structured volunteering opportunities include
canal conservation, community gardening, food redistribution and youth
mentoring. These activities are designed to deliver measurable outcomes,
including volunteer hours, community benefit and social value reporting.

More ways to make it count Events can also support communities through
delegate giving, surplus donations, sponsorship of local projects and
contributions aligned to conference themes. These approaches help ensure
impact is both meaningful and trackable.

Wellbeing, nature and the delegate experience The region's parks, waterways
and green spaces provide accessible opportunities to enhance delegate
wellbeing. Integrating nature-based experiences into event programmes
supports engagement, connection and overall event gquality.

16



LEGACY WM

Creating lasting community impact across Birmingham
and the region

Legacy West Midlands is an award-winning charity working across Birmingham
and the West Midlands to deliver community-led programmes focused on
inclusion, health, education and social mobility. With nearly four decades of
experience, the organisation is rooted in tackling inequality and supporting
long-term positive change at a local level.

For business events, Legacy West Midlands provides structured opportunities to
deliver tangible social value through volunteering, sponsorship and community
partnerships. Activities are designed to align with event themes, ensuring
relevance for delegates and meaningful outcomes for local people.

Ideal for CSR-focused conferences seeking measurable legacy outcomes and
authentic community engagement.

King's Award for Voluntary Service recipient
Nearly 40 years of community development across the region

Delivers structured programmes focused on inclusion, wellbeing
and social mobility

Supports measurable social value reporting for business events

@ legacy-wm.org

@ info@legacy-wm.org
I_E LegacyWM

@ legacywestmidlands

E_L' legacy-wm
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RUN OF AKIND

Wellbeing-focused event experiences connecting delegates
with the city

Run of a Kind works in collaboration with destinations, venues and charities
across Birmingham and the West Midlands to integrate movement, wellbeing
and sustainability into business events. Through charity runs, guided walks and
purpose-driven challenges, it enables delegates to connect with place while
contributing to positive social and environmental outcomes.

These experiences support organisers in embedding wellbeing, sustainability
and social value into event programmes in an accessible and engaging way.

Ideal for enhancing delegate wellbeing, informal networking and creating active
event legacy.

Movement-based experiences that can be integrated into business events
Supports delegate wellbeing, networking and informal connection
Links events with local charities and fundraising initiatives

Encourages low-impact engagement with Birmingham
and the West Midlands

@ runofakindbirmingham.com
@ hello@runofakindbirmingham.com
@ runofakind.world



https://www.runofakindbirmingham.com/
https://www.instagram.com/runofakind.world/
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