
Rhode Island Soccer History — Sources & 

References 

 

Organizations & Institutional Sources 

●​ Soccer Rhode Island (state association)​

Runs the Soccer Rhode Island Hall of Fame and preserves youth and amateur soccer history. A 

recommended starting point for finding names of old clubs, key figures, and people connected to 

deeper historical material. 

●​ Society for American Soccer History (SASH)​

Has a dedicated Rhode Island and Pawtucket section with articles on early industrial-league 

soccer, Mark's Stadium, and local Black soccer pioneers from 1890s Rhode Island. Articles treat 

the Fall River–Pawtucket corridor as one of the first major U.S. soccer hotbeds. Primary 

reference for early clubs, ASL-era teams, and the Watson Brothers. 

●​ East Providence Historical Society (ephist.org)​

"Memories" section features photo galleries from events at Pierce Memorial Stadium and related 

exhibits. May hold additional materials in offline archives. Used for Pierce Stadium visual and 

historical context. 

●​ City of East Providence​

Official Pierce Athletic Complex facilities page includes historic images — 1939 stadium photo, 

1939 Townies football, 1951 Little League, 1977 image, and others. Used as a primary source for 

Pierce Stadium's documented history. 

●​ The Scots Football Historians' Group​

"New England Trail" research covering Rhode Island towns and clubs in early Scottish and 

British immigrant soccer culture. Referenced for context on the ethnic and immigrant roots of 

the game's early spread in the region. 

 

 

 

http://ephist.org


News & Media Sources 

●​ Reporter Today — "Happy Birthday Pierce Field – 75 Years Old!"​

Feature article on Pierce Field's history, including archival and older-era images. Used for Pierce 

Memorial Stadium anniversary coverage and historical detail. 

●​ ArtsNowRI​

Venue listing and arts/community events database that includes Pierce Stadium information. 

Used as a secondary reference for venue data. 

 

Historical & Academic Sources 

●​ Small State Big History (Online Review of Rhode Island History)​

Sports section; leans more toward baseball and football but serves as a useful local-history hub. 

Occasionally covers broader sports history relevant to soccer's social context in Rhode Island. 

●​ Wikipedia​

Used for cross-referencing dates, team histories, and general facts about ASL teams, the U.S. 

Open Cup, and individual players including Billy Gonsalves, Bert Patenaude, Geoff Cameron, 

and Michael Parkhurst. 

●​ National Soccer Hall of Fame records​

Referenced for player inductions, notably Billy Gonsalves (Hall of Fame class of 1950) and other 

players with Rhode Island connections. 

 

Museums & Physical Archives 

●​ Slater Mill Museum (Pawtucket)​

Referenced for industrial history context — Samuel Slater and the textile mills — that provided 

the immigration backdrop explaining why soccer arrived and took root in the Pawtucket/Fall 

River area in the 1880s. 

●​ The Sports Museum at TD Garden (Boston)​

Covers regional New England sports history and occasionally includes soccer content. 

Recommended as a supplementary physical archive for the broader regional context. 



●​ VisitRhodeIsland museum guide​

Statewide museum listings that may point to small exhibits or community archives holding local 

sports history materials. 

●​ Providence Public Library / Rhode Island Historical Society​

Recommended for newspaper archives and primary-source research. Key institutional resource 

for anyone doing deep archival work on Rhode Island soccer history. 

 

Social Media & Community Sources 

●​ Facebook Groups — East Providence Community Discussion Group and related local 

Townie/history groups​

Community members share vintage field photos, including "Fort Pierce Athletic Field 1940" 

attributed to Jim Wilson and Pat Rulapaugh. Also relevant: Pawtucket and Rhode Island soccer 

nostalgia groups, which surface rare images and personal recollections not found in formal 

archives. 

 

Team & League Sources 

●​ Providence City FC (Rogues) — official presence​

Used for club history, founding year (2015), and league affiliations including FA-1, USASL, and 

LUSA connections. 

●​ Rhode Island FC — official sources​

Used for franchise founding (2019), stadium information (Centreville Bank Stadium at 

Tidewater Landing), and roster and season records. 

●​ USL (United Soccer League) records​

Referenced for Rhode Island Stingrays PDL history (1995–2009) and Rhode Island FC's USL 

Championship records. 

●​ LASA/LUSA league records​

Referenced for Portuguese community soccer history, including Lusitana Sports in Cumberland 

and broader grassroots league history in the state. 

 



Newspaper Archives & Historical Press 

●​ Pawtucket Times​

Historical newspaper referenced for 1880s–1940s match reports covering YMCA teams, the 

Pawtucket Free Wanderers, and early league coverage. A key primary-source archive for the 

founding era of Rhode Island soccer. 

●​ Various 1890s-era match reports​

Referenced for specific events including: 

o​ November 20, 1886 match: Pawtucket Free Wanderers vs. River Point 

o​ May 1886 match: Pawtucket Free Wanderers vs. Fall River 

o​ March 1894: YMCA Mayor's Cup coverage 

o​ Watson Brothers documentation from period press 

 

Key Topics by Source 

Topic Primary Sources 

Early clubs (1880s–1900s) SASH, Pawtucket Times archives, 1890s match reports 

ASL Golden Age (1921–1933) SASH, Wikipedia, National Soccer Hall of Fame records 

Fall River Marksmen SASH, Wikipedia, U.S. Open Cup records 

Providence F.C. / Gold Bugs SASH, ASL historical records 

J&P Coats / Pawtucket Rangers SASH, Pawtucket Times, ASL records 

Watson Brothers (first Black soccer players) SASH articles, 1894 match reports 

Oceaneers (1974–1978) ASL records, general historical references 

Stingrays (1995–2009) USL/PDL records, Pierce Stadium sources 

Pierce Memorial Stadium City of East Providence, EP Historical Society, Reporter 

Today, Facebook groups 

Venues (Dexter Street, Mark's Stadium, Kinsley Park, etc.) SASH, historical maps (Sanborn), local historical society 

records 

Modern era (RIFC, Providence City FC, Lusitana) Official club sources, USL records, LASA/LUSA records 



Star players (Gonsalves, Patenaude, Cameron, Ribeiro, 

Parkhurst, Watson Brothers) 

Wikipedia, National Soccer Hall of Fame, SASH, team 

records 

Women's soccer history Soccer Rhode Island, URI athletics, high school records, 

Stephanie Ribeiro coverage 
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