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EXPLORE EL RANCHO ESCONDIDO  
A Spectacular Journey into Catalina's Hidden Ranch 

 
AVALON, CALIF. - Prepare for an unforgettable adventure to explore the breathtaking, recently 
renovated El Rancho Escondido. This exclusive excursion takes guests on a journey through 
Catalina's picturesque interior, offering a rare opportunity to witness one of the island's most 
magnificent landmarks. 
 
Visitors will experience the Arabian Horse Ranch built by Philip Wrigley in 1930. Today, in 
addition to serving as a home for the family’s horses, the ranch is used to grow Chardonnay, 
Pinot Noir and Zinfandel grapes for Rusack Vineyards, another family venture.   
 
Climbing from the historic City of Avalon into the rugged terrain of Catalina’s interior via scenic 
Stagecoach Road, gorgeous views will arise from its summit. Throughout the tour, in addition to 
rare native plants and trees, visitors may spot free-roaming American Bison, descendants of 
those left after a movie shoot in the 1920s. Other wildlife that is commonly part of the 
landscape-- for those with keen eyes-- is the bald eagle and the Catalina sub-species of the 
adorable Channel Islands Fox and California Quail. Along the way, take in beautiful scenery and 
stunning ocean vistas where, on clear days, a number of the other California Channel Islands 
can be seen.   
 
Upon reaching El Rancho Escondido, guests will have the opportunity to explore the classic, 
nearly-a-century-old, Spanish-style courtyard and stables and enjoy a horse exhibition from 
ranch hands. In the early 1930s, Philip and Helen Wrigley set out to develop a breeding 
program for Santa Catalina Island’s wild horses and an attraction to draw visitors into Catalina’s 
interior. By the 1950s, those efforts evolved into breeding champion Arabian horses, which were 
exhibited at shows and competitions across the United States. View a selection of the many 
one-of-a-kind saddles, trophies they won, along with Wrigley family Western memorabilia and 
history in the Saddle & Trophy Room.  
  
Next, visitors see the ranch’s newly built “Bishop’s Chapel” and enjoy awe-inspiring views of the 
ranch’s vineyards and Catalina’s windward side and West End. Also, learn about the cross that 
once sat atop the entry doors to the downtown Los Angeles Cathedral of St. Paul’s, then spent 
30 years on Santa Cruz Island, before being refurbished and gifted to The Bishop’s Chapel in 
2021. In addition, guests will learn the history of ‘JORY’s Bell,’ the Baptismal Font and the 
original stained-glass windows of this simple and moving chapel.   
      
Learn more at www.visitcatalinaisland.com/things-to-do/land-tours/explore-el-rancho-escondido  
 
# # #  
 
ABOUT CATALINA ISLAND COMPANY 



Catalina Island Company, Catalina Island’s premier resort operator, offers an abundance of 
amenities and exceptional guest experiences including an array of lodging and dining 
establishments, and Descanso Beach Club and Canyon. In Avalon, accommodations include Mt 
Ada, Hotel Atwater and Pavilion Hotel, and dining options include fine dining at Avalon Grille, 
grab-and-go fare at Bistro at the Atwater, and seasonal dining at Descanso Beach Club. Guests 
can also enjoy a drink at the new Flx Biergarten, the island’s first and only biergarten. Catalina 
Island Company boasts more than a dozen activities and tours designed to introduce visitors to 
the island’s natural beauty and rich history, including a new excursion to the recently renovated 
“hidden ranch” in the island’s interior, El Rancho Escondido, originally built by Philip Wrigley in 
1930. Other activities include Zip Line Eco Tour, Catalina Aerial Adventure, Catalina Casino, 
Ridgetop Eco Tour and Glass Bottom Boat, among others. Additionally, Catalina Island 
Company oversees the entire village of Two Harbors on Catalina's west end, including Harbor 
Sands, Banning House Lodge & Villas, Harbor Reef Restaurant, a seasonal dive shop, several 
campgrounds, and more. Catalina Island Company also has an extensive portfolio of premier 
meeting and event venues including oceanfront Catherine's Terrace at Descanso Beach Club 
and the Avalon Boardroom in Hotel Atwater. For additional information, go to 
VisitCatalinaIsland.com.   
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contact us for more information. 


