
 
Chapel Hill/Orange County Visitors Bureau 
Chapel Hill, Carrboro, Hillsborough, NC 
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(919) 245-4320 

2025 MAJOR ANNUAL EVENTS 

January 

January 19-24. Martin Luther King Jr Day Weeklong Celebration: Various locations on UNC 
Campus, Chapel Hill. Sponsored by: MLK University/Community Planning Corp. and UNC Chapel 
Hill (919) 962-6962. Navigate to the MLK Jr Memorial Celebration Event. 

January 24-26. Carrboro Film Festival 2025 at the Drakeford Library Complex. In recent years, the 
South has produced numerous independent films that challenge and expand our understanding of 
Southern culture. Schedule and Tickets available on Carrboro Film Festival website. 

January 31. The Argyle Film Festival (formerly the Chapel Hill Black Film Festival) is held at the 
Varsity Theater, 123 E. Franklin Street, Chapel Hill. Navigate to the Argyle Film Fest Website. 

February 

Black History Month in the Town of Carrboro: Navigate to the Town of Carrboro website for 
events. 

Black History Month in Orange County: Navigate to the Orange County North Carolina website 
for events. 

February 27-March 1. 48th Annual Carolina Jazz Festival: Various locations on the UNC Campus, 
Chapel Hill; Sponsored by the UNC Department of Music. Phone (919) 962-1039. Details can be 
found on the Carolina Jazz Fest website. 

March 

March 1. Burwell School Mardi Gras Auction Gala: The Annual Burwell School Gala and Auction 
returns this year celebrating Mardi Gras. Tickets are per individual or reserve a table. Have an 
opportunity to bid on exciting items and experiences; Live entertainment, Open Bar & Cuisine: 
Indulge in mouthwatering New Orleans-inspired cuisine and enjoy an open bar serving beer and 
wine. Participate in a raffle drawing. Wear your festive Mardi Gras attire. Event is at 5:30 pm - 9 
pm at the Whitted Building, 300 West Tryon Street. For tickets visit the Burwell School website. 
For information Call (919)732-7451 or email director@burwellschool.org. Proceeds benefit the 
preservation of the Burwell School, 319 N. Churton Street, Hillsborough. 

March 9. Carrboro Kite Fly: Hank Anderson Park in Carrboro, off Hwy 54 West. Free. 1 pm – 3 pm. 
Welcome spring and bring your own kite. If raining, event will be cancelled. Visit the Carrboro 
Recreation website for event details. 

Updated 10/3/25. 
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March 21-23. Cosmic Rays Film Festival. Hosted by the Chelsea Theater located at 1129 Weaver 
Dairy Rd, Timberlyne Village in Chapel Hill. Visit Cosmic Rays website for details. 

April 

April 5. UNC Science Expo: UNC Campus at Morehead Planetarium & Science Center, Chapel Hill, 
11am - 4pm. Morehead Planetarium, in partnership with the students and faculty at UNC, 
celebrate science with our community as a part of the North Carolina Science Festival. This annual 
celebration of science features more than 100 hands-on activities and science demonstrations 
lead by STEM students, researchers, and practitioners from UNC-Chapel Hill. Learn more at the 
Morehead Planetarium website or call (919) 843-7959. 

April 5. Revolutionary War Living History Day: With live reenactors, dancers, historic tours, 
interactive activities, and collaborative events throughout town, Revolutionary War Living History 
Day focuses on Hillsborough’s unique role in the American Revolution, recalling the occupation of 
Hillsborough by British General Lord Charles Cornwallis and his 1,900-man army on February 20th, 
1781. Activities are at the Hillsborough Visitors Center, the Orange County Historical Museum, the 
Burwell School Historic Site, and Occaneechi Replica Village. Sponsored by the Alliance for Historic 
Hillsborough, 10 am – 4 pm. Call (919) 732-7741 for details. To view all events, visit Revolutionary 
War Day website. 

April 5-6. Tarheel Antiques Festival: The festival features antique vendors, auctions, and 
appraisals. Located at the historic Barn at Lloyd’s Dairy centrally located between the Triangle and 
Triad regions of North Carolina at the merge of Interstate 40 & 85. $7 weekend pass. 9 am – 5 pm 
both days. Festival opens to the public featuring antique and craft vendors, auctions, appraisal and 
Christmas themed activities and entertainment. 226 N. Lloyds Dairy Rd, Efland. Phone (919) 923-
3988 or (919) 732-7322. Visit Tarheel Antiques Festival website for details. 

April 6. Carrboro Earth Day Celebration & Carrboro Open Streets: Celebrate Earth Day from noon 
to 4 p.m. with an event that brings people together for an afternoon of eco-friendly activities and 
outdoor fun. Enjoy a car-free East and West Weaver Street as downtown Carrboro transforms into 
vibrant spaces for cycling, walking, and exploring green initiatives. Let’s make Earth Day a 
celebration of nature, sustainability, and collective action towards a greener future! Phone (919) 
918-7392 More info at Spring Festivals in Carrboro Webpage 

April 12. Moorefields Annual Spring Wildflower and Creek Surrounds Hike: 10 am - Noon. The 
walk will examine what’s growing and blooming along the ridges, creeks, and bottomlands at 
Moorefields and adjoining Seven Mile Creek Nature Preserve, one of Orange County’s most 
significant and undisturbed natural areas. The walk will be led by Piedmont wildflower experts 
and good friends to Moorefields, Milo Pyne and Laura Cotterman. Registration is required and 
limited to 25 people. Registration will open March 15. The hike is free, but donations are 
encouraged. Click here to make a donation. Moorefields is located at 2201 Moorefields Road, 
Hillsborough. For more information, email moorefields1785@gmail.com or visit the Moorefields 
website. 
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April 12. Community Egg Hunt at Central Recreation Center Field in Hillsborough: This giant egg 
hunt has three separate age group hunt areas: 0-4-years-old – 2 pm; 5-8-years-old – 2:30 pm; and 
9-12-years-old – 3 pm. There will be plenty of eggs for everyone so please bring a basket to collect 
your eggs! The event also includes Bunny Photos at 3:15 pm plus inflatables, crafts and face 
painting. 1 pm – 4 pm. FREE. Events held in the field behind Central Recreation Center at 302 
West Tryon Street, Hillsborough Call (919) 245-2660 for more information. 

April 12. Carrboro Community Egg Hunt Celebration: Recreation & Parks Department sponsors a 
spring celebration for children ages 2-10. Free activities including a GIANT Egg Hunt for three age 
groups and fun for the whole family. Hank Anderson Community Park off Hwy 54 West. Noon – 2 
pm. Visit Carrboro Special Events website for details. 

April 12. EASTER EGGstravagnaza at Chapel Hill Community Center pool from 3 pm – 5 pm. Come 
dive for Easter Eggs. At the end of the event, trade the eggs in for a special Easter sweet treats 
and goodies. Registration is $10-$12 per person. 120 S. Estes Drive. Phone (919) 968-2784. Visit 
Easter Eggstravaganza webpage for more information 

April 12. EGG-STREME Hunt at Chapel Hill Community Center: 8 pm – 9 pm. Gather your friends, 
bring a flashlight and search for glowing eggs in the park. Prizes are hidden inside some of the 
eggs and everyone gets a candy bag. 120 S. Estes Drive. Ages 6-13. Costs $15 - $15. Phone (919) 
968-2784.For details, visit Egg-Streme Hunt website 

April 12. Carrboro Flashlight Egg Hunt. Recreation, Parks & Cultural Resources Department event 
for youth ages 11 – 14. Bring your own flashlight, bag or basket and hunt for special golden eggs 
in the dark. Prizes. Wilson Park, 101 Williams Street, Carrboro. Registration at 8 pm; Rules & info 
at 8:10 pm Visit Flashlight Egg Hunt webpage for more information. 

April 12. UNC Football’s Practice Like A Pro event. Fans will get the opportunity to watch the 
North Carolina football program "Practice Like a Pro" under new head coach Bill Belichick at 6:30 
p.m. at Kenan Stadium. Gates will open for the free open practice at 5:30 p.m. The event, 
presented by Wegmans, will feature multiple periods of action, with an in-stadium emcee 
providing details on what will happen in each period. UNC's spring roster boasts 32 newcomers, 
including 18 transfers and 14 freshmen. Following practice, players will be available for a brief 
autograph session; fans are invited to come to the field level wall to meet the 2025 Tar Heels as 
they exit the field. The event will also feature Kenan Stadium's new grass field. Numerous 
concession stands will be open on the concourse, in addition to a beer garden on the terrace in 
the southeast corner of the Blue Zone. Read the Carolina Football Article 

April 13. The Bazaar Craft & Art Market: Event runs from 12 pm - 5 pm at the Carrboro Town 
Commons at 301 W. Main Street. Shop handmade crafts and creations from 20+ talented local 
makers, and enjoy awesome eats and drinks including food trucks, craft beer, coffee & kombucha. 
Face painting and more. The Bazaar is family-friendly and free. Carrboro Town Commons at 301 
W. Main St. For updates visit The Bazaar Facebook Page. 
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April 13. 34th Bi-annual Carrboro CD and Record Show: 42 tables of new and used CDs, vinyl 
records and music memorabilia. Free admission. Carrboro Century Center, 100 N. Greensboro 
Street, Carrboro. Contact (919)260-0661 or email gerrycw51@gmail.com or view the Musical 
Roots Production website for details Note: a second show in the fall is scheduled for Nov 9) 

April 19. The 18th Annual Tar Heel 10 Miler and Fleet Feet 4 Mile Run: Run takes you on a 
beautiful tour of Chapel Hill. Event starts at 7:45 AM on the UNC campus Start Line: 199 South Rd Dr, 
Chapel Hill, near the UNC Bell Tower and Finish Line: 104 Stadium Drive near Kenan Stadium Gate 2. View 
Tarheel 10 Miler website  

April 19. Egg-ceptional Egg Hunt at Oakwood Park in Chapel Hill: For kids with different 
abilities/special needs/disabilities and their siblings. Hunt for eggs, candy, and toys in raised beds. 
Bring your own basket and enjoy a day of Easter egg hunting. Event times are 10 - 10:45 am and 
11-11:45 am. View Town of Chapel Hill Recreation website. 

April 26. Fields of Funk Beer Festival: Coordinated by Steel String Brewery at Pluck Farm at 6901 
NC Hwy 54 West, Mebane in western Orange County. Event times, 3 pm – 7 pm. A funky beer 
festival on the fields of Pluck Farm featuring groovy beers, ciders, wines, and mead from around 
the south and beyond. Free shuttle from downtown Carrboro! View beer festival event Facebook 
page. 

April 26-27. Piedmont Farm Tour: Tour various farms in Orange, Chatham, Person and Alamance 
counties from 2 pm – 6 pm, both days. Hosted by Carolina Farm Stewardship Association Phone 
(919) 542-2402. Cost: $30 per car for ALL FARMS if purchased in advance, $35 per car for ALL 
FARMS if purchased during the tour, and $10 per car per farm the day of the tour. (All proceeds 
benefit CFSA) Details at Piedmont Farm Tour webpage. 

May 

May 1. Ladies Night Out in Hillsborough: The 2025 Spring event, 5 pm – 9 pm, will feature one-
night only shopping, dining and drink specials, giveaways and treats and will include activities 
during the day like demonstrations and educational seminars. Last year more than 20 
Hillsborough businesses participated, and more than 250 women attended. Sponsored by the 
Hillsborough Merchants Association and Hillsborough Orange County Chamber of Commerce. 
Visit Ladies Night Out webpage. 

May 2 – May 30 & August 22 - October. Fridays on the Front Porch at The Carolina Inn. Friday 
evenings 5 pm – 8 pm May and then returns in August - October. Enjoy live music, food trucks & 
beverage specials, and comfortable seating on the shady front porch and lawn of the beautiful, 
historic Carolina Inn. Phone (919)918-2777. Visit Carolina Inn online event calendar. 

May 3. Hillsborough Garden Tour: 100 Years of Gardening Together. 10 am – 4 pm. Tickets $35 
through April 27 and $40 from April 28 on. Note- this event is not ADA compliant. View 
Hillsborough Garden Club website. 
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May 3-4, & 10. 30th Annual Art in the Garden Sculpture Exhibition (View website) is a unique 
once yearly event and one of the finest outdoor sculpture exhibitions in the triangle region of 
North Carolina. The event is held at the private residence of artists Tinka Jordy and Mark Donley 
just six miles away from downtown Hillsborough. Saturday hours 10 am – 5 pm; Sunday 12 pm – 5 
pm. 

May 4. Carrboro Day: Grab a blanket and a friend and head to Carrboro Town Commons from 1-5 
p.m. to celebrate Carrboro Day, an annual celebration on the first Sunday in May. Meet your 
neighbors while enjoying live music, crafts, food and more. Phone (919)918-7364, View Carrboro 
Day website. 

May 4. Movies Under the Stars: Movie on the lawn of Carolina Square in downtown Chapel Hill. 
Enjoy events and then movie begins at sundown. 7:30 pm – 10:30 pm. View Movies Under the 
Stars event page. 

May 10. Wild Bird Walk with Tom Driscoll: Led by Tom Driscoll, birding expert and long-time 
member of the New Hope Audubon Society (website). Explore the Moorefields grounds and learn 
about the birds who share this place with us in spring. Bring binoculars and wear shoes 
appropriate to cover uneven terrain which may not be ADA compliant. 8 am – 10 am. No 
registration required. The hike is free, but donations are encouraged. Click here to make a 
donation. Moorefields is located at 2201 Moorefields Road, Hillsborough. View Moorefields 
website. 

May 10. UNC Spring Commencement Class of 2025: 7 pm in Kenan Stadium, UNC Campus, Chapel 
Hill. Keynote speaker is Mia Hamm '94, a world-renowned soccer player. The two-time Olympic 
gold medalist helped lead the Tar Heels to NCAA championships in 1989, 1990, 1992 and 1993. 
Phone (919) 962-0045. 2025 details can be found at the UNC Commencement website 

May 11. The Bazaar Craft & Art Market from 12 pm - 5 pm at the Carrboro Town Commons at 
301 W. Main Street. Shop handmade crafts and creations from 20+ talented local makers, and 
enjoy awesome eats and drinks including food trucks, craft beer, coffee & kombucha. Face 
painting and more. The Bazaar is family-friendly and free. Details can be found on The Bazaar’s 
Facebook page. 

May 16, 23, & 30 and June 6, 13 Freight Train Blues on Fridays: Join the Music Maker Foundation 
at the Carrboro Town Commons on Fridays from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. for the 11th annual celebration 
of Carrboro blues legend Elizabeth Cotten. The series honors her contributions to the American 
roots genre by highlighting the cultural significance of the Carolina Piedmont style and its 
connections to current artists like Diana Tuffin bringing Blues & Jazz, to Conjunto Breve bringing in 
the Salsa night. Beer and food available for purchase. View Freight Train Blues webpage for band 
line-up.Parking is free. Visit downtown parking website. 
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NEW EVENT - May 16-17. Orange County SeaFest. A seafood and music festival with live music, 
great food, carnival rides and games, craft and arts vendors and fun for the whole family, 
supporting a local non-profit organization., North Carolina Veterans Outdoors. Friday 3 pm – 10, 
Saturday 10 am –10 pm. Efland Ruritan Club, 3009 Forrest Ave, Efland. Tickets are $5 for military 
(ID required); $8 for seniors (ID required); $10 for general admission; and free for kids 6 years and 
under. For more information visit Orange County Seafest website. 

May 17. The ArtsCenter's 2025 Gala: Galaxy51 is this year’s theme. Purchase your ticket for a 
night of galactic fun. Contact Wendy Smith at wsmith@artscenterlive.org for more information. 
Learn more at The ArtsCenter website  

May 17. 13th annual Carolina Moonlight Garden Party: 6 pm – 9 pm. Dress in your best floral 
attire and join us for live music, an opening reception, dinner on-site amongst the native 
wildflowers, and a spirited Fund the Need auction benefitting our community through a special 
project to inspire children’s natural wonder and curiosity. North Carolina Botanical Garden 100 
Old Mason Farm Road, Chapel Hill, NC 27517. For tickets click Carolina Moonlight Garden Party 
website  

NEW EVENT - May 24. Carrboro Bluegrass Festival: Enjoy bluegrass on Cat’s Cradle Back Yard at 
300 E. Main Street for a day of world-class bluegrass, featuring Jim Lauderdale, Po’ Ramblin’ Boys, 
Woody Platt, Bronwyn Keith-Hynes, Graham Sharp, Max Wareham, and more! Music begins at 2 
pm. General Admission Seated $63.62 and Standing $43.02. Details at Carrboro Bluegrass Festival 
Facebook page 

May 25. Jawsfest 2025 returns for Memorial Day Weekend at the Midway on Graham Street off 
West Franklin Street. Midway Market is Saturday with 40+ vendors from 12 pm – 5 pm. Music at 
Local 506 begins at 4 pm. Details on Jawsfest event on Facebook 

May 31. Preservation Fest: A Showcase of Local Preservationists & Hands-on Exploration in 
Hillsborough. Tickets on sale April 17. Information on Preservation Fest website  

Late May -June 30. Lavendar Oaks Farms fields will reopen in late May and remain open through 
June 2025. Due to storms, they lost quite a few lavender plants and are replanting over 2000 
cuttings – so there will be no U-pick during the 2025 season. However, other events are planned 
during the spring/summer. The boutique is open Tuesday & Thursday 11 am – 3 pm. Please check 
in at the Main Barn when you arrive. 3833 Millard Whitley Road Chapel Hill, NC 27516. Visit 
Lavender Oaks Farm website 

June 

June 19. Juneteenth Celebration: Come be a part of the Chapel Hill-Carrboro Juneteenth 
Celebration from 4 pm – 8 pm with food, music and more. Juneteenth, officially observed on June 
19, is also known as Emancipation Day, commemorating the emancipation of enslaved people in 
the United States. Carrboro Town Commons, 301 W. Main Street, Carrboro. Details on Juneteenth 
Celebration webpage 

June 20. North Carolina Symphony returns to perform on the Southern Village Green. Concert is 
free. Bring a blanket or low chairs and coolers (no glass allowed). Arrive early for a good seat. 8 
pm. More info at North Carolina Symphony at Southern Village website 
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July 

Carrboro July 4th Celebration: Come to Carrboro from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursday, July 4th 
for a day of fun activities and celebrations. The 12th Annual Community Reading of the Frederick 
Douglass Essay "The Meaning of July Fourth for the Negro" will be held at the Carrboro Century 
Center from 2 - 4 p.m. Come early to get a good seat! Activities begin at 9:30 a.m. at Weaver 
Street Market, followed by The People’s Parade from Weaver Street to Town Hall at 10:50 a.m. 
led by the Bulltown Strutters. The event continues at Carrboro Town Commons from 11 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. with contests, games, food, live music and more and then concludes at the Century 
Center. Bring non-perishable items to help support PORCH. Donation bins available at Weaver 
Street Market and Carrboro Town Commons. Sponsored by Carrboro Recreation & Parks 
Department, Phone (919) 918-7364. Visit Carrboro July 4th Celebration website. 

July 4th Efland Parade: Lineup at 9:00 am starts at 10:00 am at Lloyds Carwash and ends at Ruritan 
club. Visit Efland Ruritan Club webpage. 

July 4th Caldwell Parade: At about 10 a.m. we join the town marchers at the Caldwell Fire House. 
The parade starts moving at 10:50 with veterans leading the parade. We will stop at the NC 57 
and Guess Rd. intersection to wait for the 11 a.m. official start. Coordinated by the Caldwell Fire 
Department. 

Old Fashioned 4th of July Celebration. From 1pm – 3pm on the lawn at the Horace Williams 
House, home to Preservation Chapel Hill, 610 E Rosemary St, Chapel Hill enjoy FREE ice cream, 
lemonade, flags and patriotic music performed by the Village Band. Bring your lawn chairs or 
blankets, family, and friends. Details on the Preservation Chapel Hill website  

July 4th Fireworks. Fireworks in Southern Village Community Park. Shuttles begin from Jackson 
Deck near UNC Hospital at 6 pm and parking lot at Southern Village opens at 7 pm with fireworks 
at 9 pm ending at 9:45 pm. Sponsored by Chapel Hill Community Arts & Culture. Phone (919) 968-
2828. Attendees are encouraged to bring picnic supplies. Coolers, blankets, and chairs are allowed 
on the shuttles. Please bring water, as it is not provided at the event. More info on the Chapel Hill 
Fireworks event page 

August 

August 1 – 23. Uproar Festival of Public Art features sixty bold, high-impact, outdoor works of art 
showcased throughout the downtown communities of Chapel Hill, Carrboro, and Hillsborough. 
The public is invited to vote for their favorite. Cash prizes to be awarded based on public voting 
and a jury panel of experts. The event celebrates artists, engages art lovers of all types, and 
supports and celebrates the community. Free Trolley rides along the route available in Chapel Hill 
and Carrboro August 2 ,9 ,16 from noon – 8 pm Details can be found on the Uproar Fest NC 
website 

August 15 – September. 25th Annual Forest Theatre Summer Giant Puppet Show features giant 
puppets, stilt performers, dancers, and incredible musicians. Pre-show starts at 6:20 pm with 
main show at 7 pm. Shows usually last around an hour and a half. There will be a few matinees. 
Visit Paperhad Puppet website for info. Shows are performed Fri-Sun. at the Forest Theatre on the 
UNC Campus, 123 S. Boundary Street (919) 923-1857. Ticket sales begin June 1. Theme of this 
year’s show is The Gift 
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September 

September 12-13. Hog Day: Friday 6 pm – 10 pm and Saturday 10 am – 6 pm. At River Park, 114 E. 
Margaret Lane, in Downtown Hillsborough. Live music, local handmade crafts and gifts; local food 
vendors, classic car show, children’s area, 5K Run, Pigs on Parade Art Project and BBQ cookoff 
contest with lots of BBQ to enjoy. Information can be found at the Hog Day event website 

September 14. The Bazaar Craft & Art Market: From 12 pm - 5 pm at the Carrboro Town 
Commons at 301 W. Main Street. Shop handmade crafts and creations from 20+ talented local 
makers, and enjoy awesome eats and drinks including food trucks, craft beer, coffee & kombucha. 
Face painting and more. The Bazaar is family-friendly and free. Carrboro Town Commons at 301 
W. Main St. Visit The Bazaar's Facebook page. 

September 14 – December 7. 37th Annual Sculpture in the Garden: Preview party then Exhibit on 
display up to two months at the North Carolina Botanical Garden. Annual display of works of 50 
North Carolina artists displaying their one-of-a kind sculptures placed amid the native wildflowers 
and shrubs to delight garden visitors. (919) 962-0522. 100 Old Mason Farm Road, Chapel Hill, NC 
Event details on the Sculpture in the Garden website 

Late September – November 1. Fall Corn Mazes at McKee Farms in Rougemont. $16 corn maze 
admission. Age 2 and Under Free. Fridays 3-7pm, Saturday 10-7pm, Sunday 1-6pm. 2 mazes – 12 
acre cornfield maze and 2 acre fun, interactive adventurous maze for children. Also, hayrides, 
pumpkins, farm animals, play area, games, picnic area, barrel train rides and more. Special Events 
planned: Start of Fall Harvest and Pumpkin Festival; Fun Run at the Maze Breast Cancer 
Awareness Day; Carve pumpkins with the farm animals Last day for the Fall Season - Hours 10am-
7pm. McKee’s Cedar Creek Farm, 5011 Kiger Rd, Rougemont, Phone (919) 732-8065. Learn more 
on the McKee Cornfield Maze website. 

September 27. BikeFest 2025: Annual Rural Heritage Tour: The Tour with 850 riders begins at the 
Superior Courthouse in downtown Hillsborough and offers a choice of several rides in rural 
Orange County: a 35-mile half metric, a 62-mile metric century, and a 100-mile English century. 
Rides split into age groups 17 and under and 18 and older. Also enjoy a 7-mile Family-oriented 
Historic District Fun Ride. Sponsored by Carolina Tarwheels Bicycle Club. Phone (919) 383-
9722.Visit Tarwheels Bike fest event page 

September 27. 7th Annual Apple Fest: Apple Milling, Cider Release, Wood-Fired Farm Pizza, Apple 
Cider Donuts, Hot Mulled Cider, Apples and Juice for Sale, Music by The Wilted Plums, Face 
Painting, Yard Games and More. $5 admission and choose your visit time. Noon – 7 pm at Botanist 
& Barrel, 105 Persimmon Hill Lane, Cedar GrovePhone (919) 644-7777. Click the Botanist and 
Barrel website for details.  

September 28. 28th Carrboro Music Festival: All types of music! Event features numerous venues 
throughout downtown Carrboro with dozens of musical acts as well as food, craft and non-profit 
vendors. Free shuttle bus from Carrboro Plaza Park & Ride. Phone (919) 918-7364. Click the 
Carrboro Music Festival website for details. 
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October 

October 3-4. FlushFest:, World Music for a Better World: FlushFest is a fundraiser for the 
Appropriate Sanitation Institute. Live music all day, great beer, food truck rodeo, craft sale, & lots 
of kid’s activities. Begins at 5 pm October 3 and ends at 11:45 pm October 4. Event is located at 
329 Eno Mountain Rd, Hillsborough. Details on the Flushfest Facebook event page 

October 10-11. Tarheel Antiques Festival: The festival features antique vendors, auctions, and 
appraisals. Located at the historic Barn at Lloyd’s Dairy centrally located between the Triangle and 
Triad regions of North Carolina at the merge of Interstate 40 & 85. $7 weekend pass. 9 am – 5 pm 
both days. Festival opens to the public featuring antique and craft vendors, auctions, appraisals, 
and Christmas themed activities, plus entertainment. 226 N. Lloyds Dairy Rd, Efland For more info, 
call (919) 923-3988 or (919) 732-7322 or visit Tarheel Antiques Festival website. 

October 11. 10th Annual Bluegrass at Moorefields: Takes place on the lawn at Moorefields, an 
idyllic homestead on 70 beautiful acres in Hillsborough. Bring your chairs and blankets. Proceeds 
benefit Historic Moorefields. The event is from 1 pm – 6 pm and features five bands, food trucks, 
beer & wine. Moorefields Estate, 2201 Moorefields Road, Hillsborough. Visit the Moorefields 
website to order tickets. Lawn seating tickets are $20 per person. Teens 13-17 are $10 and kids 12 
and under are free. Free parking. Call (919) 732-4941. 

October 12. University Day: Celebrate the 232nd anniversary of the laying of the cornerstone of 
the oldest public university in the country on UNC Campus in Chapel Hill Phone (919) 962-0045. 
Visit UNC University Day website 

October 12.  The Bazaar Craft & Art Market: Event held from 12 pm - 5 pm at the Carrboro Town 
Commons at 301 W. Main Street. Shop handmade crafts and creations from 20+ talented local 
makers, and enjoy awesome eats and drinks including food trucks, craft beer, coffee & kombucha. 
Face painting and more. The Bazaar is family-friendly and free. Carrboro Town Commons at 301 
W. Main St. https://www.facebook.com/thebazaarus 

October 16-18. West End Poetry Festival Event features readings, workshops, poetry slam and 
more. Free. Call (919) 918-7364 or visit West End Poetry website for details 

October 18. Hillsborough Halloween Fall Fest and The Haunting Hour. Hillsborough, the oldest 
town in the Triangle, is haunted! Join the Alliance for Historic Hillsborough and The Orange 
Community Players for the Haunting Hour, Tales from the Grave and a new fall fest on the Visitors 
Center grounds at 150 E. King Street, from 1 pm – 9 pm. Call (919) 732-7741 or visit Hillsborough 
Halloween Fall Fest website 

NEW EVENT October 18. Salt & Smoke & Sound Festival: Takes place from 12:30 pm – 10 pm at 
Blackwood Farm Park at 4215 NC-86 between Chapel Hill and Hillsborough. The exciting new 
community event merges together two beloved festivals–Acme’s Salt & Smoke and Sonark 
Media’s Harvest Festival–into a celebration of food, culture, and music in a welcoming, family-
friendly atmosphere. Big Something headlines the music stage with The Tan & Sober Gentlemen, 
Rissi Palmer, Kaira Ba, Nothing Good, Ben Sollee, and My Brother’s Keeper rounding out the line-
up. Food will be provided by Acme’s Kevin Callaghan and a team of local chefs and food trucks 
offering a wide variety of dishes and dining options. The festival will feature craft beers, curated 
beverages, and other interesting spirit-free options. All food and drink will be available for 
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purchase and is not included in the price of festival entry. Tickets are on sale now at Salt Smoke 
Sound website. Parking at the festival will be limited. 

October 18 & November 1. Festifall Arts Markets: Chapel Hill’s annual arts festival returns in 
October spanning two days from 12 pm – 5 pm. Each Festifall Arts Market will have its own theme 
with artisan vendors, music, performances, and more. October 18 is Carolina Day and November 1 
is Dia de los Muertos. Learn more at Chapel Hill Festivals website 

October 31. Halloween Carnival: Carrboro Town Commons. Carnival games and prizes. Popcorn, 
water, hot chocolate, apple cider and coffee with be sold at concessions. 5:30 pm – 8 pm. Free. 
No registration required. Call (919) 918-7364. 

October 25. River Park Concert: The event opens at 12pm, music will begin at 12:30 and wrap up 
around 8:00pm. Entrance to the park at the River Arch is 228 S. Churton Street. There will be 
bands, local beer, food, art vendors, live mural painting, and community mural. It is completely 
free to attend. More information to come at River Park Concert website. Note: this concert for 
2025 has moved from April to October. 

October 31-November 1. Annual Efland Ruritan Rodeo: Ticket booth and gates will open at 5pm 
and the rodeo will start at 7pm both nights. Admission - $15 - Adults, $14 - Adults with military ID 
(active, reserve, retired), $7 - Military in uniform, $7 - Children aged 5 - 12. This is a full rodeo with 
bronco riding, barrel racing, bull riding, and more. Bring the whole family for an evening of fun. 
Multiple vendors offering a variety of food inside the gates. Bounce houses and a pony ride for 
the kids. Phone (919) 971-1129. 3009 Forrest Ave, Efland. Parking is free. No pets, coolers or 
smoking allowed inside the gate. Details at Efland Ruritan Website .  

More Fall and Halloween Events to Come. 

November 

November 1-2 & 8-9. 31st Annual Orange County Open Studio Tour: Over 90 artists invite you 
into their studios to see where and how they work. Sponsored by Orange County Artists Guild 
Phone (919) 933-7880. First two weekends in November, Sat 10 am – 5 pm and Sun 12 pm – 5 
pm.Visit Orange County Artists Guild website 

November 8. Fool's Faire 2025 Renaissance Festival at Pluck Farm: Steel String Brewery, Beer 
Study, and Honeygirl Meadery have come together to host Fool's Faire from 12 pm - 8 pm at Pluck 
Farm at 6901 NC Hwy 54 West, Mebane in western Orange County. This renaissance festival offers 
fantastical beverages, craft vendors & artisans, medieval food vendors, feats of strength, cosplay 
contest, and more. More info at Pluck Farm on Facebook 

November 9. The Bazaar Craft & Art Market: from 12 pm - 5 pm at the Carrboro Town Commons 
at 301 W. Main Street. Shop handmade crafts and creations from 20+ talented local makers, and 
enjoy awesome eats and drinks including food trucks, craft beer, coffee & kombucha. Face 
painting and more. The Bazaar is family-friendly and free. Carrboro Town Commons at 301 W. 
Main St. Additionally the Westend Bazaar Crafts & Arts Market is November 24 from Noon – 5 pm 
at 427 West Franklin St More info at The Bazaar's Facebook page. 
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November 15. Hillsborough Holiday Bazaar: Artists, crafters and artisans of all types in the will 
display their wares from 10am - 4pm.  Due to flooding of the Eno Arts Mill from Tropical Storm 
Chantal, this year’s Bazaar will be held on the Historic Courthouse Lawn in Downtown 
Hillsborough 104 E. King Street. Visit Holiday Bazaar website for more info. 

November 23. Arts on the Market: Shop for hand-crafted art and gifts made by regional artists, 
artisans, bakers, and makers on the Southern Village Green. Live music and free admission. Noon 
– 4 pm. Learn more at Southern Village events website  

We Will Have A Separate Holiday Only Events List To Share, Later. Below Are A Handful Of 
Annual Events. 

TBA. Christmas in the Groves: 6 pm – 9 pm. Free General Admission includes visiting the 
decorated Christmas Barn with Local Vendors Market selling holiday gifts, goodies and crafts, 
visiting Santa and seeing Live Nativity Animals. Enjoy food trucks. $10 per person includes a 
Tractor Hayride through the Lighted Christmas Forest $5 per person includes a visit with the 
Grinch in the Who-Ville Maze Wonderland, write a letter to Santa, make an ornament, make a 
s’more – all $5 each. Children under five free. 3510 NC 86 N. Hillsborough. For updates visit 
Christmas in the Groves website  

Begins December 1. The Carolina Inn’s Favorite Things Holiday Events: Visit the Carolina Inn's 
Favorite Things event page for details. 

TBA. North Carolina High School Football Championships: Held at Kenan Stadium on UNC Chapel 
Hill campus Phone (919) 240-7401. Dates, classifications, and tickets to be announced on the 
NCHSAA - Football webpage  

Homes for the Holidays Gingerbread House Display: Downtown Hillsborough businesses will host 
displays of gingerbread homes to celebrate the creative arts and bring joy to our community this 
holiday season. 

December 6. Christmas Holiday Shoppe Craft Show: St. Thomas More Catholic School will hold its 
annual Christmas Holiday Shoppe Craft Show from 9 am – 3 pm in the elegant Friends and Family 
Hall of St. Thomas More Catholic Church, 940 Carmichael Street, Chapel Hill. Enjoy one-stop 
shopping with more than 60 talented artisans and crafters from throughout North Carolina and 
find the perfect gifts for everyone on your holiday shopping list! Holiday music, a bake sale, raffle 
and the Mr. Cheesesteak food truck add festive flair. Free admission. All proceeds from Christmas 
Holiday Shoppe Craft Show benefit St. Thomas More Catholic School and the enrichment of its 
educational programs. St Thomas More Craft Show  
 
December 6. St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Hillsborough, will be holding “The Festival of the 
Society Tree” (FeST), a fundraising event to benefit Orange County outreach programs featuring 
fine handcrafts and creative arts, homemade foods and baked goods, beautifully hand-crafted 
wreaths and ornaments, and other unique gifts. 210 St. Mary’s Road, Hillsborough. Sat 10 am – 2 
pm. More information found at the Festival of the Society Tree website  

December 6. Carrboro-Chapel Hill Community Holiday Parade. 10 am – Noon. Parade this year 
begins at the ArtsCenter, 400 Roberson Street in Carrboro and ends at 140 West at corner of W. 
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Franklin and Church Street. More info can be found at the Chapel Hill Carrboro Holiday Parade 
webpage  

December 6. Hillsborough Tree Lighting Ceremony will be held on Saturday, December 6th in 
conjunction with Photos with Santa, choral group performances, games, and other family-friendly 
festivities at the Hillsborough Visitors Center on Margaret Lane, followed by the Tree Lighting at 
the old Courthouse. More TBA. 

December 7. Light up the Night Hillsborough Holiday Parade: Runs 4 pm – 6 pm in Downtown 
Hillsborough. The 2025 Holiday Parade theme is "Candyland" as a tie-in to the Homes For The 
Holidays gingerbread house contest displays at area businesses, that are sharing the same theme. 
The parade will feature dignitaries such as Mayor Mark Bell and NC State Representatives, 
marching bands, local businesses, cheerleaders, dance troupes, classic cars, floats, and, of course, 
Santa Claus! For the parade route visit Visit Hillsborough Holiday Parade website  

December 7. Running of the Elves in Downtown Hillsborough: The race starts 15 minutes before 
the Parade begins and follows the same route. Experience the joy of running fast downhill in front 
of thousands of cheering people. Elf themed. Each participant has the option to select an Elf t-
shirt, an Elf hat, and bells and expected to wear during the run. Or if you have a favorite Elf 
costume, feel free to wear that instead. Visit Hillsborough Running of the Elves website. 

Chapel Hill Tree Lighting: Held at University Baptist Church Plaza in downtown Chapel Hill at 6 pm. 
Community sing-along featuring the Tarpeggios, remarks by community leaders, holiday treats and 
surprises. Event hosted by Downtown Chapel Hill – visit their website here. 

Sundaes with Santa: Visit with Santa and his Friends from the North Pole. Collecting diapers, baby 
wipes, pull-ups, gift cards for Sam’s Wish Fund at Kids Path of AuthoraCare (formerly Hospice) 
Hosted by Maple View Ice Cream Country Store, 6900 Rocky Ridge Road, Hillsborough. 

Annual Carrboro Holiday Tree Lighting at 6 pm. All are invited to join members of the Town 
Council along with local schoolchildren as we officially kick off the season with music and the 
lighting of the community tree. Carrboro Town Hall, 301 W. Main Street, Carrboro 

Ho-Ho-Home by Transactors improve Theater. Family-themed but not guaranteed to be family-
friendly, this show will be filled with all the tensions and tenderness of the ties that bind us. 
ArtsCenter at 400 Roberson Street, Carrboro plays host to this completely improvised show 
featuring spontaneous songs and based on audience suggestions. 8 pm.  

The Efland Christmas Parade begins at 10 am. The parade line-up will be at 9 am on the gravel drive 
next to the car wash (at the stop light). The parade will travel from this spot, down Forrest Ave, and 
end at the Ruritan Club building, 3009 Forrest Avenue, Efland.  

Hanukkah Festival. Kick off the Hanukkah season with our annual Hanukkah Festival. Enjoy a day 
of fun with the family! Bounce houses, slides; Kids’ Corner with arts and crafts, face painting, and 
more! PJ Library activities; Latkes and sufganiyot for sale at the J Café. Menorah lighting at 
4:30PM. Judaica goods/crafts for sale, from our local synagogues. Click the Jewish for Good at 
Levin JCC event calendar for more info, 1937 Cornwallis Road, Durham. 
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December 12-13. Elfland Christmas Festival: Features Elfland Christmas Village, Santa’s workshop 
with arts, crafts, children’s and holiday gifts, Hayrides, Interactive holiday scenes from your 
favorite holiday memories (A Christmas Story, Charlie Brown Christmas, The Grinch and more for 
amazing photo opts), Outdoor lights, entertainment, field of Christmas trees and much more. $10 
age 13 and older, $5 ages 4-12 and Free 3 years and under. Hosted at The Barn at Lloyds Dairy, 
227 North Lloyds Dairy Road, Efland, NC and Efland United Methodist Church from 6 pm – 9 pm. 
For details Visit Elfland Festival Facebook or email Lloydsdairy@gmail.com 

December 13-14. Voices The Chapel Hill Chorus December Concerts: Held at Moeser Auditorium 
in Hill Hall, UNC Campus. Tickets $10-$20. Purchase tickets online and at the door. Details at 
Voices Chapel Hill website 

December 20. Solstice Lantern Walk: 5 pm – 8 pm. Each December, the Winter Solstice marks the 
beginning of the winter season in the Northern Hemisphere, and the longest night of the year. 
Individuals are asked to bring a handmade lantern that lights up the night, to guide all of us along 
the walk. Participants will gather at the Eno River Farmer’s Market Pavilion at 144 E. Margaret 
Lane and be led on a procession through River Park, to the River Walk, and ending back in 
downtown Hillsborough. Enjoy a Solstice Market with local artists, live music, hot drinks, warm 
food, and more to be enjoyed before and after the walk Registration is required to attend the 
event. Event is free, but there is a suggested donation of $5.00 per person.  More info at 
Hillsborough Solstice Walk website 

2025 Religious Holiday Dates 

Hanukkah:Sunday, December 14– Monday, December 22; Christmas: Thursday, December 25; and 
Kwanzza: Friday, December 26 – Thursday, January 1.  

On-going Seasonal Events 

Guided Tours  

Free Walking Tours of Chapel Hill. A tour of the beautiful town of Chapel Hill, NC - learn about the 
history of the town and its relationship to the oldest state university in the USA. See the 
distinctive murals that decorate this slice of heaven. Get tips on where to dine, and hints on some 
of the hidden gems. Your guide is a native of Chapel Hill and has lived here most of her life. Tours 
starting at the Sundial at Morehead Planetarium at 250 E. Franklin Street. Click the Free Walking 
Tours website for schedule as day and times differ. 

Triangle Walking Tours. Each Saturday you can take three guided tours leaving from Rougarou 
(Imbibe) at 108 Henderson Street. The 4 pm tour is a Chapel Hill Historic Churches Tour, the 6 pm 
is the Chapel Hill True Crime Tour and at 8 pm find the Chapel Hill Ghost Tour. Tickets are $14 and 
you must register online in advance. At the Triangle Walking Tours website  

Guided Walking Tours of Historic Hillsborough: Hosted by the Alliance of Historic Hillsborough. 
March – October 10:30 am – Noon, $10 per person and age 10 and under free. Leaves from 
Alexander Dickson House at 150 E. King Street. More info on their Visit Hillsborough website or 
call (919) 732-7741. 

Guided Tours North Carolina Botanical Garden: From March to November, join skilled volunteer 
Garden Guides on the Second Saturday of the month for a guided tour of the North Carolina 
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Botanical Garden. Each month offers a glimpse into what’s happening in the unique native plant 
gardens – from spring wildflowers to fall color – and what makes the NCBG one of the premier 
conservation gardens in the US. Tours are one (1) hour and space is limited! Please register each 
member of your party separately at NCBG Guided Tours website . 10 am start time. 

March - November, free tours of Coker Arboretum are given the third Saturday of the month at 
11 am. The Arboretum is located on the UNC-Chapel Hill Campus at the corner of Cameron Ave. 
and Raleigh St. Meet at the stone circle just inside the arboretum from the arbor. This walking 
tour with a Coker Arboretum curator will explore the 5-acres that make up the Arboretum, 
allowing time for observation and discussion. Each tour differs as the gardens change through the 
seasons. 

Tours of the UNC Chapel Hill campus: To book, visit UNC Visitors Center website. Phone: (919) 
962-1630 Open from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday 

Last Sunday Open House Tours of Moorefields House and Grounds: Tours given May – August. 
Address is 2201 Moorefields Road, Hillsborough. For information, call (919) 732-4384 or visit 
Moorefields website. From 1 pm to 4 pm. Free but donations encouraged. 

Haunted Hillsborough Tours - Historic Ghost Walks in Hillsborough. Visit Haunted Hillsborough 
website for dates, times, and registration. 

Arts/Music Events 

2nd Fridays. Held the second Friday of the month in various galleries and other locations 
throughout Carrboro featuring live music, poetry and other art related entertainment.from 6 – 9 
pm. Follow current events on 2nd Friday Artwalk Facebook page 

Fridays on the Front Porch at The Carolina Inn - Every Friday evening from 5 pm – 8 pm May & 
August – October timeframe enjoy live music, food trucks & beverage specials, and comfortable 
seating on the shady front porch and lawn of the beautiful, historic Carolina Inn. Phone: (919)-
918-2777. Also, events continue on home football games. Details at The Carolina Inn website  

Movies and Music at Southern Village on the Village Green space from spring to fall. Visit 
Southern Village Events website for more information. 

Last Fridays: The last Friday of every month from March to November 2025 rain or shine, 
Downtown Hillsborough showcases its art scene with the Last Fridays Art Walk from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m. Explore art galleries, artist studios, fine jewelers, boutique shops and award-winning 
restaurants. Enjoy live music, circus performers, spoken word poetry and more. At the Last Friday 
events from May to October, there’s an additional feature. Last Fridays Makers Market which 
takes place on the Old Courthouse Lawn. The market features 20+ vendors and live music, which 
is generally a 1–2-hour outdoor concert. Details at Hillsborough Arts Council website 

University Events: During the university calendar year, events are held at Memorial Hall - Events 
found at Carolina Performing Arts website and PlayMakers Repertory Company – Events found at 
PlayMakers website. Additional events at Morehead Planetarium & Science Center – events listed 
on Morehead Planetarium's website and Ackland Art Museum.- find events at Ackland's website 
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Events specific to Downtown Chapel Hill can be found on Downtown Chapel Hill's website 

Year-Round Farmers Markets  

Carrboro Farmers Market Click here for info on Carrboro Farmers Market 

Chapel Hill Farmers Market Click here for info on Chapel Hill Farmers Market  

Eno River Farmers Market Click here for info on Eno River Farmers Market  

UNC ATHLETICS 

From late August - mid-May. Men’s and Women’s sporting events can be found at Go Heels 
website  

Note: As always, call the sponsors to confirm these events. And check back often as events 
marked TBA or TBD are updated with days, times and costs and additional events are added. 
Again, more details can be found at www.visitchapelhill.org . Contact Patty Griffin at 
pgriffin@visitchapelhill.org 

This document originally created on 1/2/2025. 
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