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YOU DONôT CHOOSE A COLLEGE based on its looks, but if the place where youôre planning on spending 

most of your time for the next four (or more) years is stunning, it can only be a good thing. After all, your 

campus is your home away from home, so choosing one thatôs gorgeous, as well as well-rated, is a surefire way 

for you to have the time of your life. From amazing natural surroundings to breathtaking architectural pieces, 

here are 13 beautiful college campuses in the United States that are sure to be a source of pride for the students 

and the staff. 
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1. University of Virginia ð Charlottesville, VA 
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The only university in the US designated a UNESCO World Heritage site, the University of Virginia is one of 

the oldest in the country, founded in 1819 by Thomas Jefferson. The author of the Declaration of Independence 

and the third US president was a talented architect, and the Academical Village he designed is still at the heart 

of the campus. 

 
Dominated by the Rotunda inspired by the Pantheon in Rome, the Academical Village follows a U-shaped plan, 

where the buildings surround the Lawn, a terraced green space. The Rotunda, the schoolôs iconic, most 

recognizable building, stands on the northern side of the Lawn. Ten pavilions interspersed with student rooms 

extend on its sides, each built in a different style, with their own gardens, separated by serpentine walls. 

 

2. St. Olaf College ð Northfield, MN 

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/charlottesville-usa-september-16-2017-rotunda-1123523948?src=4Y1rQ9t6mnA679k8z1iUpw-1-50
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Photo: St. Olaf College  
 

 
 

 

St. Olafôs picturesque campus, known as ñthe Hill,ò is set amid restored wetlands, woods, and native tall-grass 

prairies. Opened by Norwegian-Americans in the late 19th century, the College prides itself in 

environmental s ustainability, being the first in the nation to use a wind turbine to supply about one-third of the 

schoolôs energy. 

 
The collegeôs most recognizable landmark is the beautiful Gothic-style Old Main, built in 1877, the first 

structure on the grounds. One of the more modern buildings, the Christiansen Hall of Music, was recognized by 

the American Institute of Architects in its Architecture MN magazine. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. University of Washington ð Seattle, WA 

https://scontent-sjc3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.0-9/26734315_10156980302138332_8275790672592030993_n.jpg?_nc_cat=0&oh=40927936de0d6d7cf521cf434cca75e4&oe=5BFF24C0
https://wp.stolaf.edu/sustainability/
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The University of Washingtonôs main campus has gorgeous views in all directions, including some of Mount 

Rainier, the Cascades Range, and the Olympic Mountains. Red Square is at the heart of this campus, surrounded 

by landmark buildings, like the Suzzallo library with its 35-foot-high stained-glass windows and gilded vaulted 

ceiling. 

 
But itôs the North Campus that has UWAôs most recognizable landmark, the Liberal Arts Quad. Filled with 

cherry blossoms, courtesy of the 31 Yoshino cherry trees, the grounds of the Quad put up quite a show each 

spring. 

 

4. Florida Southern College ð Lakeland, FL 

https://www.shutterstock.com/fr/image-photo/cherry-blossoms-bloom-university-washington-campus-104680496?src=xhmzW_j8dFc1g9N2vCRh_w-1-3
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Photo: Florida Southern College  
 
 

 
Sitting on a hillside overlooking Lake Hollingsworth, Florida Southern College is home to the worldôs largest 

number of Frank Lloyd Wright buildings. A National Historic Landmark since 2012, the campus was dubbed 

the ñfirst uniquely American campusò and is listed on the N ational Register of Historic Places. 
 

 

One particularity of the Florida Southern College campus is the many cats youôll encounter while gawking at 

the gorgeous architecture and natural surroundings. Around 30 cats live around the campus. Theyôre all 

neutered/spayed and vaccinated. A small team of caretakers feed and care for them every day. 

 

 

 

 

5. University of Chicago ð Chicago, IL 

https://scontent-sjc3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t1.0-9/26167835_1736304533088693_830308266596778444_n.jpg?_nc_cat=0&oh=a714a19a5925eb37e4a432e28c93f8c9&oe=5C00E004
https://npgallery.nps.gov/NRHP/AssetDetail?assetID=1d7e45f6-12e9-4a94-bba3-7ce35e46d8fb
https://www.facebook.com/catsatfsc/?rc=p


12/22/2020 Most beautiful college campuses in the United States 

https://matadornetwork.com/read/beautiful-college-campuses-us/ 6/14 

 

 

 
 

Photo:  STLJB/Shutterstock  

 
 

The campus of the University of Chicago combines traditional English Gothic-style architecture with modern 

design in a setting that seems like a small pocket of nature in the middle of Chicago. The 217-acre campus 

includes a few parks and an official botanical garden. The surroundings include a pond ð home to ducks, 

turtles, and dragonflies. 

 
The gorgeous Cobb Lecture Hall, built in 1892, was the first of the universityôs original 16 buildings. The 

nearby ivy-filled Hitchcock Hall, built in 1900, has been on the list of the National Register of Historic 

Places since 1974. 

 
The campus is also home to the Robie House, a Frank Lloyd Wright building and a National Historic 

Landmark. 

 

6. Berry College ð Rome, GA 

https://www.shutterstock.com/fr/image-photo/chicago-illinois-usa-june-23-2018-1125170084?src=GvXCRh4hIQZYgqaHGF9M9w-1-81
https://botanicgarden.uchicago.edu/
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