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Meeting Name Days Attendees Room 
Nights Location Departments

Involved

Carolina9's Festival 2 1,000 140 Fields at Saluda Shoals ECSC SPORTS
Chick-fil-A Classic 4 6,600 376 Richland NE High School ECSC SPORTS
Coastal Plain League All-Star Show 2 1,500 194 Lex. County Baseball Stadium ECSC SPORTS
DanceMakers 1 1,100 230 CMCC ECSC SPORTS & CMCC
Dynamic Baseball, USC 2 700 540 Founders Park ECSC SPORTS
Miss South Carolina Scholarship Org. 12 2000 1121 Township Auditorium ECSC DMO
Nashicon 3 2,500 69 CMCC ECSC DMO & CMCC
National Baptist Deacons Convention  
of America, Inc. 7 800 917 Doubletree by Hilton ECSC DMO

NCAA Men's Basketball 1st & 2nd Rounds 5 20,000 3553 Colonial Life Arena ECSC SPORTS
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Meeting Name Days Attendees Room 
Nights Location Departments

Involved

Net Elite Baseball Prime, Fireflies Bash 2 500 500 Segra Park ECSC SPORTS
Nike Palmetto Cup 3 3,000 100 Fields at Saluda Shoals ECSC SPORTS
SC Association of School Librarians 3 600 425 CMCC ECSC DMO & CMCC
SC Council of Teachers of Mathematics 3 1,000 218 CMCC ECSC DMO & CMCC
SC Green Industry Association 5 2,500 47 CMCC ECSC DMO & CMCC
SC Music Educators Association 3 1,000 804 CMCC ECSC DMO & CMCC
SC United Methodist Conference 5 2500 490 Township Auditorium ECSC DMO
SC State Firefighters Association 4 5,000 1080 CMCC ECSC DMO & CMCC
Southern Gas Association 5 950 566 CMCC ECSC DMO & CMCC
St. Patrick's Day Cup 2 7,400 1152 Multiple Soccer Complexes ECSC SPORTS
United Sporting Companies Ellett Brothers/JSC 7 800 1075 State Fairgrounds ECSC DMO
Way of the Cross Church of Christ, Int'l. 5 800 501 Doubletree by Hilton ECSC DMO
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Tradition and tomorrow pair perfectly in the state’s capital city. Take a 
stroll through time with historic house and garden tours, or just wander 
along the bustling streets of downtown and take in the architecture of 

historic buildings transformed. Visit ExperienceColumbiaSC.com

here are some places that simply make 
people fall in love. Then there are 
the truly great places, the places that 

couples seek because they make people fall 
in love twice—both with the destination itself 
and with each other. That’s what happened 
when Nashville-based lifestyle blogger and 
tastemaker Ashley Wilson and her husband, 
Trey, spent a long weekend in Columbia, 
South Carolina. From eating and drinking to 
shopping and sightseeing, each found more 
than enough reasons to make this capital city 
a regular escape.

STAY
Hotel Trundle
“For us, the hotel was a highlight of the 
trip. We were greeted with our choice of 
sparkling rosé or local beer (CottonTown 
Brew Lab’s TropiCarolina)—Southern 
hospitality at its finest,” Wilson says.  
BONUS: The decor. From the exposed-brick 
walls and the kitchenette in the guest room 
to the quirky-meets-charming lobby, no 
details were missed in the hotel’s design.

2

P R E S E N T E D  B Y  C O L U M B I A  S C

To plan your own romantic weekend getaway, visit ExperienceColumbiaSC.com

Columbia is Calling

T

A guide to the ultimate  
romantic weekend in  
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA

1. Hotel Trundle’s lobby; 2. The Gourmet Shop’s 
charcuterie board and mimosa kit; 3. Wildflower’s 
retail space; 4. The Hampton-Preston Mansion;  
5. Lula Drake Wine Parlour.

INSIDER TIP: Don’t miss the zucchini bread ice cream 
from Sweet Cream Company. 

SHOP
Devine Street and Saluda Avenue
“We popped from shop to amazing shop in 
the popular Five Points neighborhood and 
loved checking out the different buildings 
almost as much as discovering the products 
themselves.” 
BONUS: Most of the retail options along 
these shopping corridors, including 
boho fashion favorite Wildflower, are 
independently run and operated.

EAT
The Gourmet Shop
“The chicken salad is a delicious fan 
favorite, but the mimosa kit and charcuterie 
board provided the perfect foundation 
for an unforgettable meal at this longtime 
Columbia staple.”  
BONUS: The takeout section features 
everything from rare wines and chocolates 
to cigars and cheeses—perfect for gifts and 
souvenir shopping. And don’t forget  
to check out the vast array of quality 
cookware and tableware.

DRINK
Lula Drake Wine Parlour
“We loved the history behind this spot, 
which formerly belonged to the gathering 
place’s namesake, Lula Drake, a woman 
who paved the way in the 1920s for female 
business owners. A trunk filled with her 
business cards and documents inspired the 
decor and logo of the wine shop.”
BONUS: The menu of late-night bites, 
especially a truffled pasta dish with crème 
fraîche, black pepper, and lemon zest. 

SEE + DO  
Hampton-Preston Mansion and Gardens
“We strolled by to see one of South 
Carolina’s oldest remaining structures, 
which sits on four acres of beautiful public 
gardens. 2018 marked the two hundredth  
anniversary of the site’s construction.”
BONUS: Hampton-Preston is devoted to 
preservation and exploring the lives of 
enslaved workers and their planter-class 
owners in the antebellum South, delivering  
a history lesson with every visit.

1.

5.

2.

3.
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THE

THING
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REAL

Spend the weekend in South Carolina’s 
capital city, Columbia, which has 

emerged from the coast’s shadow as an 
awesome getaway in its own right.

BY ELIZABETH FLORIO
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tanks instead of airplanes—is an ideal spot to enjoy the signature ESB (Extra Special Bitter). Climb the stairs to the rooftop observation deck and spy the harvest of City Roots across the way; yes, it’s the same urban farm you’ve seen on menus around the city. huntergathererbrewery.com

7 p.m.    LOCAL FLAVOR
Every Southern city needs a standard-bearing New Southern restaurant to showcase the bounty of local farmers. In Columbia, that’s Terra. Chef Mike Davis opened his slow-food haven in 2006, the first serious farm-to-table spot in town. Situated on a hill across the river from downtown, the restaurant offers striking views of the city skyline. Davis’s sophisticated-yet-accessible approach shows up in signature dishes such as the Quack Madame, a riff on croque madame, featuring duck confit, caramelized onions, and a Manchester Farms quail egg over house-made brioche; or the Lamb Mac, smoked lamb shoulder with poblano peppers, fontina, and Split Creek Farms goat cheese. Bookend your meal with house-made charcuterie and an inspired seasonal dessert. terrasc.com

9 p.m.   SIPS AND STRIKESHead back in the direction of the hotel—but not to bed. Order a Cottontown Tropicarolina IPA and a pair of bowling shoes at The Grand, a restaurant and boutique bowling alley housed in a former vaudeville theater of the same name. (Wouldn’t you know, they found the old sign.) While you wait for your lane (reserved online in advance, ideally), play 

The Grand
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Lamb Mac

Quack Madame at the Terra
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bocce on the patio, or test your pouring finesse on the self-serve beer taps in the basement. thegrandonmain.com

DAY 2
8 a.m.   WALK IN THE WOODSThe early bird gets the rejuvenating hike. Snag a complimentary pastry from local bakeshop Ally & Eloise in the hotel lobby or a house-made croissant from SmallSugar, a cafe in the Vista. Then hit the road, traveling about twenty miles southeast to Congaree National Park. America’s youngest national park, dubbed “Redwoods of the East,” boasts six national champion trees (the tallest known examples of their species), plus the largest tract of old-growth bottomland hardwood forest in the Southeast. The Con-garee and Wateree rivers have long flooded the land some ten times a year, fueling these giants with nutrient-rich sediment while deterring loggers. (The remote forest has also proved an ideal refuge for runaway slaves and moonshiners in years past.) The most popular trail is a 2.4-mile boardwalk loop that keeps your feet dry, except on the soggiest days. (Do bring bug spray.) Besides towering loblolly pines and 

moss-covered cypress knees, you’ll spot plenty of snakes and turtles, maybe even a gator or two. nps.gov/cong

11 a.m.    REQUISITE  BIG BRUNCH
Head back to your hotel with enough time to shower, check out, and make an 11 a.m. date at West Columbia’s Cafe Strudel. Bottomless coffee and flowing breakfast booze draw a crowd to this artsy eatery (you 

can’t make reservations, but call twenty minutes 
ahead to get on the 
wait list). Bypass the 
popular “hangover 
hashbrowns” and 
order the pillowy 
cinnamon pancakes. 
Tip: If the hike left you famished, ask for a bowl of grits as a starter. Eating the creamy concoction—stone-ground from a Columbia mill—piping hot is an almost religious experience. cafestrudel.com

12:30 p.m.   ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS
You don’t need a kid in your crew to justify a trip to one of the Southeast’s best zoos; you’ll feel like one as you proffer a handful of kale to the darting tongue of a giraffe. The Riverbanks Zoo counts lions, 

tigers, koalas, sea 
lions, and gorillas 
(including a gorilla 
baby) among its diverse 
residents. Immersive 
experiences such as giraffe feedings (hurry, they end at 1:30) and the barrier-free Kangaroo Walkabout are highlights. Even the non-immersive habitats feel up-close; you might exchange eye contact with an elephant as she munches vegetation near your path. Save time for a tram ride to the adjacent botanical garden, famed for its heirloom roses. riverbanks.org

Congaree National Park

Riverbanks Zoo
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