
LGBTQ IN 
COLUMBUS



LGBTQ IN COLUMBUS

Top 10 City to 
Celebrate Pride

–Orbitz (June 2019)

One of 11 Spectacular 
Pride Celebrations in 

Unexpected Cities
–Fodors (June 2018)

One of the Most Exciting 
LGBTQ-Friendly Travel 

Destinations in the World
–Expedia (May 2018)

One of 10 Under the “Gaydar” 
LGBTQ Cities

–Trivago (June 2017)

One of the 11 Best Travel 
Destinations for LGBTQ Women

–Elite Daily (Aug. 2016)

Click to view our Out 
in Cbus LGBTQ Guide

“It’s the new San Francisco! That’s what i keep 
telling people who ask why I’m going to Columbus.”

–Doug Wallace, Ontario’s IN MAGAZINE

“With its history of inclusiveness and wealth of current LGBTQ-friendly 
spaces, Columbus is…a shining example of progress.”

–Lily Rogers, Expedia

LGBTQ ORGANIZATIONS IN COLUMBUS LGBTQ EVENTS HOSTED IN COLUMBUS

outincbus.com

http://assets.experiencecolumbus.com/docs/lgbt-guide.pdf?_ga=2.254109515.2144266348.1597257775-652898290.1585601590
http://assets.experiencecolumbus.com/docs/lgbt-guide.pdf
http://assets.experiencecolumbus.com/docs/lgbt-guide.pdf


LGBTQ IN COLUMBUS

1988

Forbids discrimination 
against lesbians 

and gay men in city 
employment

POLICY STATEMENT

2008

Passed by City Council to extend 
civil rights protections to new 
classes of age, disability, sex, 
gender identity or expression, 

familial status and military status

ORDINANCE

1981

FOUNDED

1982

Columbus’ first 
Pride Parade

PARADE

2012

Section 229 created 
a City of Columbus 

Domestic Partnership 
Registry

CITY CODE

2016

The city’s Office of Diversity 
and Inclusion works to improve 

workforce, supplier and 
leadership diversity, as well as 

diversity outreach

CREATED

2005

Gay Ohio History 
Initiative preserves Ohio’s 

LGBTQ history 

FOUNDED

2015

The LGBTQ Health 
Initiative addresses the 
gaps in care and issues 
of health inequity within 

these communities

FOUNDED

The Greater Columbus 
LGBTQ Health Coalition is a 
community-based initiative 

working to improve the 
health and safety of LGBTQ 

communities

2017

Section 2331.10 
prohibits the practice of 
conversion therapy on 

minors

First openly gay city 
council president 
elected, Shannon 

Hardin

CITY CODE ELECTED

1974

Extended protections 
against discrimination 
in housing and public 

accommodations based 
on sexual orientation

ORDINANCE

Present

With the 15th largest per capita 
gay population, Columbus has 

more than 700,000 attendees at 
its annual Pride celebrations

COMMUNITY

COLUMBUS’ PROUD TRADITION OF INCLUSIVENESS, ACCEPTANCE AND PROGRESSIVE SOCIAL ACTION

COLUMBUS’ FAVORITE DRAG QUEEN
“I’m so proud to call Columbus 
home… This…is a place that 
has supported me, shaped me 
and allowed me to be truly and 
authentically me.”  

– Nina West, Miss Congeniality on 
RuPaul’s Drag Race Season 11 

Columbus has received the 
highest possible score for eight 
years running on the Human 
Rights Campaign Foundation’s 
Municipal Equality Index (MEI), 
the only nationwide rating 
system of LGBTQ inclusion on 
municipal law and policy. 

Local companies who received 
a perfect score on the corporate 
equality index:


