




















TEMA S

FOOD CHAMPIONSHIP

COMPETITIONCATEGORIES

HH#2 #63( &3 #" $0/ 4&" "0 0 ¥

-l

CHEF DESSERT CATCH+COOK BEACHLIVEFIRE



T EMAS

FOOD CHAMPIONSHIP

EVENT EXPERIENCE

A 3-day culinary festival + competition showcasing Texas pride, tourism, and world-class food sport.

¢ Culinary Battles - BBQ, Seafood, Burger, Dessert, “Catch & Cook”, Beach BBQ

¢ Fan Engagement - People’s Choice tastings & Certified E.A.T.™ judging

¢ Festival Atmosphere - Live Texas music, celebrity chef demos, Kids Zone

¢ Food & Drink Showcases - Craft beer, Texas spirits, and sponsor pairings

¢ Destination Experience - Port Aransas beach backdrop + local business tie-ins

¢ Sponsor Integration - Branded zones, activations, media visibility, VIP lounge

¢ Media Reach - Local + statewide press coverage, live streaming, and influencer activations
¢ Family-Friendly - Hands-on activities, youth competitions, and community events

¢ VIP & Networking - Executive-level hospitality, sponsor mixers, and exclusive access

¢ Economic Impact - Thousands of attendees, hotel stays, and tourism-driven revenue

Result: A one-of-a-kind Texas event driving tourism, community, and national media attention,
while feeding winners into the World Food Championships.
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Host City Proposal
Texas Food Championship

Proposal for the City of Corpus Christi and Visit Corpus Christi to Serve as Host City
Texas Food Championship — September 18-20, 2026

Executive Summary

The Texas Food Championship (TFC) is a premier culinary competition and festival that will attract 10,000—15,000
visitors to the Texas Coast. As the official Texas qualifier for the World Food Championships, TFC elevates Corpus
Christi as the Gulf Coast Capital for year-round experiences and events — directly supporting the vision and
mission outlined in the Visit Corpus Christi Strategic Plan.

By becoming the Host City, Corpus Christi will gain a signature legacy event that drives tourism in the off-peak
season, enhances cultural vibrancy, and delivers measurable economic impact aligned with the city’s Collaborative
Destination Development and Bold Marketing goals.

Event Overview

e Dates: September 18-20, 2026

e Potential Venues: Water’s Edge Park, Hillard Center, Whataburger Field grounds, or other key

bayfront/downtown T-Head locations.
e  Competition Categories:
o BBQ

Seafood
Burger
Bacon
Dessert
Sandwich (Chef)
Catch + Cook (with local fishing guides)
o Beach Live Fire (Texas-style open flame)

O O O 0O O O

e Festival Features:
o People’s Choice Judging (5,000+ tastings)
Craft Beer Garden
Texas Spirits Showcase
Farmers Market Zone
Kids Zone
VIP Lounge & Hospitality
Grand Music Stage with live entertainment
Food Truck Throwdown

O O O O O O O

Alignment with Visit Corpus Christi Strategic Goals

Vision: To become the Gulf Coast Capital for year-round experiences and events
Mission: Creating a better community by sharing Corpus Christi with the world
TFC delivers on these priorities by:
e Bold Marketing
o Serving as a signature event to enhance off-peak seasonality
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o Building Corpus Christi’s national culinary reputation and brand presence

o Creating content opportunities that align with film, music, and media strategies
e Collaborative Destination Development

o Utilizing and showcasing Corpus Christi’s bayfront, convention district, and downtown

o Driving demand for new hotel development and use of the convention district

o Promoting beautification and activation of waterfront and downtown spaces
e Inclusive Community Alignment

o Cultivating resident pride through a world-class, locally rooted festival

o Engaging local chefs, pitmasters, breweries, distilleries, farmers, and artisans

o Offering family-friendly zones and experiences accessible to all demographics
e Driven Organization

o Capitalizing on WFC’s global media network (12+ billion impressions in 2024)

o Partnering with Visit CC to maximize economic and cultural returns

o  Supporting regenerative tourism by connecting Corpus Christi’s natural coastal assets with
culinary storytelling

Opportunity for Corpus Christi
e  Tourism & Economic Impact

o Projected TFC & Visit CC views collectively at 2.5 billion
o ~13,000+ total attendees expected
o ~6,000+ total hotel room nights
= Hotel Revenue Generation at $140/night ~$900,000.00
o ~$600,000 in additional food, beverage & entertainment spend
o ~$1,500,000 in direct spend across hotels, restaurants, attractions, and local businesses (see below)

Total Visitor Spend Scenarios - 6,000 Hotel Nights

(Texas Food Championship - Corpus Christi)

Low ($125/night)

Mid ($150/night)

Hotel Night Cost

High ($175/night)

Low ($25/day) Mid ($50/day) High ($75/day)
Additional Spend (Food, Beverage, Entertainment)
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Media & PR Reach

o National coverage through World Food Championships network

o Significant statewide promotion, positioning Corpus Christi as Texas’ culinary hub

o Leveraged digital campaigns supporting Visit CC’s global brand strategy
Community & Cultural Benefits

o A flagship festival aspiring to be like Austin’s SXSW or ACL in culinary form

o Long-term positioning as the premier food destination on the Gulf Coast

o Resident engagement and civic pride — “a rising tide lifts all ships.”

Host City Partnership Benefits

As Host City, Corpus Christi will receive:

Title Rights: “Texas Food Championship — Hosted by Visit Corpus Christi”
Prominent branding across all events, digital, and media platforms

National and international exposure aligned with Visit CC’s strategic campaigns
VIP access for City leadership, partners, and stakeholders

Long-lasting cultural legacy and annual tourism anchor

Investment & Request

We respectfully request Visit Corpus Christi to support the Texas Food Championship through:

1. Designation as Host City

2. Financial Support

3. Partnership Promotion: Co-branded marketing through Visit Corpus Christi and City channels
Next Steps

We welcome the opportunity to:

Partnership Negotiations
Collaborate on site selection and infrastructure support

Launch joint marketing campaigns positioning Corpus Christi as the Culinary Capital of the Gulf Coast

Timeline

Launching Texas Food Championship October 17%-19%, 2025 at the World Food championship.

Sincerely,

WWatttew . Lacwasn

Matthew Lawson

President — Texas Food Championship
Port Aransas, Texas

361-428-0122
info@texasfoodchampionship.com

www.texasfoodchampionship.com
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To: TPID Board of Directors

From: Brook Kaufman, Chief Executive Officer

Date: October 27, 2025

Subject: Board Vacancy and Executive Committee Recommendation to Fill Seat

Background
Rick Patel has submitted his resignation from the TPID Board of Directors, effective
immediately, creating a vacancy for the current term (January 1, 2025 — December 26, 2027).

Recommendation

In the interest of continuity and honoring the outcome of the most recent selection process,
the Executive Committee recommends that the Board appoint the candidate who received the
second-highest number of votes at the September 25, 2025 Board of Directors meeting: Jatin
Patel.

Rationale
» Aligns with the September 25, 2025 vote results and respects the will of participating
members.

- Provides an immediate and transparent method to fill the vacancy without requiring a
new selection cycle.
- Supports uninterrupted governance for the remainder of the current term.

Requested Board Action
1. Accept the resignation of Rick Patel, effective immediately.
2. Appoint Jatin Patel to fill the vacant seat for the remainder of the current term ending
December 26, 2027.
3. Authorize staff to update all official records and notify the membership of the
appointment.

Attachments:
« Jatin Patel — Resume



ABOUT ME

A dedicated and experienced hotel owner with a proven
track record of successful management and customer
satisfaction. Seeking to leverage extensive industry
knowledge and leadership skills to enhance the
operations and profitability of a reputable hotel
establishment.

| have lived in the coastal bend for more than 20 years. |
Graduated in 2012 from Texas A&M Corpus Christi with
Bachelors in Finance & Marketing.

EXPERIENCE

Baymont / Super 8 / AP Asset Managment
2838 SPID, Corpus Christi TX 78415

Hotel Purchased in 2023, shut down for more than 10
years. | am proud to say that hotel is now open as of

JAT I N 5/1/24. Its a full service 139 unit which was opened in
1985, and been an eyesore in Corpus Christi since it

P n T E L shut its door in 2013.

| am heavily vested in the Coastal Bend & Corpus
Hotel Owner Christi TX, and am exited to see its growth to the next
level thru exceptional leadership in the community and
being part of its sucess.

SKILLS

Exceptional leadership and management abilities.

Strong interpersonal and communication skills.

CONTACT

Proficient in budgeting and financial management.
jatinjpatel@icloud.com Extensive knowledge of hospitality industry trends and

Cell: +1 361 249 5594 best practices.

Ability to multitask and prioritize in a fast-paced
2820 South Padre Island Dr.

Corpus Christi Tx 78415 environment.

Unit : 210 Excellent problem-solving and decision-making skills.















