TO THE LIMITS

....v* =
g

“THIS
ORLD
_. |c al Stros dlscovgs .

some rémarka bled //

)‘ ‘f‘ﬁ% ‘g?g

‘ 'J“

’ - a y . : . : / /
- - . y
- - . 2 oy A ’ . -
1 > - 2 _,' o o o
’_ -.Iz 3 ’ 1‘6 o /

RECKS & RAGGIE
North Carollﬁ" a's wreck
havens for sharks

"% BULLSEYE | BIG fsuﬁﬁvmusn
Anlndonesian liveaboard Marine megé‘\fauna
that gets the top score * . superstars




NORTH CAROLINA

-~

” ¥,

0
While sand tiger sharks (Carcharias taurus),
also known as gray nurse sharks and spotted
ragged-tooth sharks (raggies for short), can
be seen in large numbers around and inside
~ the wrecks on North Carolina, globally they
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A sand tiger shark eyes up the baitfish around the
wreck of the USS Schurz. Sand tiger sharks are found
in sandy waters on the east coasts of North and South
America, Japan, Australia and South Africa
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Sunk as part of an artificial reef system in 1388, the
former cable repair ship is 120m long (400ft), sits in
33m (110ft) of water, and has been broken into three
major pieces by the tropical storms that often hit the
North Carolina coast. The wreck is renowned for the
abundance of sand tiger sharks, many often found
lurking inside the structure.

Proteus

This 118m-long (390ft) luxury passenger liner sank
in a collision in 1918 and sits in 40m (120ft) of water.
Although she is old and is comprised of a large debris
field, she still has the appearance of a ship. The water
surrounding this site is often warm and is clear due to
Gulf Stream currents. The Proteus is also a hot spot
for encountering sand tiger sharks and various other
types of marine life, such as large rays and groupers.

W E Hutton (formely known as the Papoose)
Historians now think this 138m (435ft) tanker
torpedoed by a German submarine in 1942 is actually
the W E Hutton. The Papoose was another large tanker
sunk by the same sub on the same day. However,
many dive operators still refer to it as the Papoose. It
sank on its port side, but shifted over the years and
now lies almost completely upside down. You can
penetrate the wreck in several places, and sand tiger
sharks often hang out inside. Thirty-six nautical miles
offshore in the clear waters of the Gulf Stream, means
visibility often exceeds 30m (100ft). The depth along
the wreck ranges from 27 to 37m (S0 to 120ft).

USS Schurz

The USS Schurz started life as a German gunship,
built in 1894. Shortly after the outbreak of the
First World War, the ship was seized by the US
government and later drafted into service in the US
Navy. In the final months of the war, she collided
with a merchant ship travelling without lights, and
sank. The wreck lies in 28—34m (95-110ft). The
boilers, engine, port anchor and deck guns on the
bow and stern are still intact. Dense schools of
baitfish and sand tiger sharks regularly gather.

U-352

This German U-boat targeted Allied ships travelling
along the North Carolina coast during the Second
World War. It was hit by depth charges in May 1942
and lay undiscovered for 30 years, until located by the
owner of Olympus Dive Center in 1974. It lies on its
keel at 30m (100ft) with a 44-degree list to starboard
- the conning tower is intact.
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