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The 10 Best Island Getaways in National Parks

Solitude, romance, adventure, excitement—all these words and more come to mind when
travelers think of island getaways. The National Park System encompasses hundreds of
islands, some large and some tiny, and many beckon visitors to enjoy their charms for a
few hours or an entire vacation.

Cape Lookout

National Seashore: Atlantic Barrier Islands, North Carolina

The Outer Banks of North Carolina are deservedly popular: a series of Atlantic Ocean
barrier islands with expansive beaches, great fishing, historic beacons, and excellent
wildlife-watching opportunities. Cape Lookout National Seashore, comprising three main
islands—North Core Banks, South Core Banks, and Shackleford Banks—can be reached
only by commercial ferries from four communities on the North Carolina mainland and has
only minimal facilities. (Vehicles can be transported on some ferries.) As a result, the
islands of Cape Lookout draw fewer visitors and offer more solitude than other Outer
Banks islands. Other reasons to visit include seeing the 163-foot-high lighthouse, touring
historic Portsmouth Village, admiring the wild horses, collecting seashells, camping in a
primitive site far from other people, or simply enjoying the sun, sand, and salt breeze of a
deserted beach.
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