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And, guess what? In 2011, a shipwreck that
had been discovered in 1996 was confirmed to be
Blackbeard™s ship. Now, not only can you see the
excavation site from Fort Macon, but the Iistori
artifaces removed from the site are also on \!.\'ll.{\
righe up the road In Beaultort

Pirate Treasure!

| do a lot of writing about the Civil War era, so
learning about the pirate culture from 300 years ago
was new for me. Bur arrgh, wiho doesn't love the
mystigque and mystery of pirates? And what could be
better than getring a glimpse into the lite of ane of the
most famous of them all?

As the crow llles, Beaulort is no more than a
mile or two fram Fort Macoa, but it's abour 10
miles by car, The North Caroling Marsitime Musewm
i Beautort, located on Froot Street, (s the officlal
repoditary for the relics discovered in the wreckage
the Queen Anne’s Revemge

Among the Bodings so far are cannons, grenades
medical gear, belr buckles and beads, 1o name a few
An | i-loot anchor weighing 2,500 pounads |s the
largest fund, and the smallest s abowt two Rrams
of gold duse, Researchers don’t expect to Had any
l..'l‘.;\uh‘uln:xlx OF Otlwes lh:ulxl',, lw\ FIREY o ?lu' \hH‘
merely ran aground rather than sinking, giving the
pirates time to offload their treasures

A unique aspect of visiting the museum I8 having
a window oo the lab where curators go through the
|uum.nku-,: process of cleaning and preserving the
Pl e 5531 As | learned du AR By BORLE, W e 3 metal
artitact corrodes underwater, sand, seasheldls and other

objects adhere to its sides, and then provide attachament

polngs for marine libe, such as barnacles. These outer
lavers, which grow thee kér over time, aré Known a8
concretions.” Bedore breaking them apart, lab workers
ey o dentily wisat les besveath with X-ravs

It takes yveurs to Clean and analyre each artifact
espe Clally the larger ones—but every Clue ardieibi
dh‘ouulnnahoutlunmolplucuhphlm-
You can see the artifacts up close at the Marinis
Museum, or follow the blog of the archeologists
(qaronline ong/ blog

Untortunately, Blackbeard lved ondy six months

frer the abandomment of the Queen Anne’s Revenge. He

was ambushed at f", a2 Rowval Navy lewtenant from
Virginia, who then salled home with the pirate’s head

dangling from: his bowspekt

A Haunting Past

Wikide | was in Beaubort—wihich, by the way, is cne ol

LI MOSE Qualng and picturesque seasi wins you'll
ever see—| ran across another great historical fund
The Old Buryving Ground

Now, | realize that most people don't go on

vacation and think that ending up in 3 cermetery I8 a

good g but 25 a history enthusdase, | love hnding
old cemeteries, Betore you decide that chis ks’
sounething that interests vou, consader some of the

peopde buried there
f

ligthe girl wiso is buried in 2 rum kég. According ic

v far the most fan 3% OF all 8 Lhe nameiess

local legend, this young girl died wiitle on a ship, and

her grey w Lathet 8 ot want 1o throw her body
OVEIrDOand., 2% wWas 1 cusion Insiead. e boughi
2 keg of rum. and "preserved” e Dody for Durial
when he returned po Beaulort, Her grave s among
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the most famous in the centuries-old cemetery, and
Is decorated with shells and toys by those who visit.

Oeher famous gravesites located in this cemetery
Include a British officer who is buried standing up; a
ship captain from the war of 1812, who has one of his
cannons attached to the wp of his headstone; and a
commaon grave that contains the remalns of the crew
of the Crissie Wright, which ran aground during a
stoem in Janyary 1886,

All of these and more can be found in the Spanish-
moss-draped which is complete with old,
weathered stones and ron fencing. Walking through
the gates is lke taking a step back o time. Many of
the graves are marked with shell, beick, or wooden
slabs, because stone markers were not available unless
were covered in brick to protect them from high water
and wild animals—a characteristic that s common kn
many historic seaport towns.

The cemetery has many unmarked graves dating
from the early 18th century, thoughit 1w be the final
resting places for those who perished from Ladian raids.

Also Nearby...
A trip to the Crystal Coast isn't complete without
a visit to the Cape Lookout National Seashore and
Its lconle, diamond-patterned lighthouse. Accessible
only by private boat or ferry, this lncredible ribbon of
sand hosts unparalieled fishing and shelling, and the
still-working lghthouse. The visitor center houses
exhibits on lighthouse history, as well as early
shipwrecks and rescues.

Ferry transportation to this 56-mile seretch of
sand is avallable from Beasfort and Harkers Island.

e
Nm—

the area in the 15805, In 1587,

: White permanently inked his

- name in the history books as the
governoe of the second attempt

to establish Roanoke Colony on the island of the

same name. After White returned to England, the

colonists he'd left behind vanished and became

known as the Lost Colony.

Later, Harkers Isdand appeared on a 1624 map
drawn by English Capeain John Smith, the colonial
governor of Jamestown, Virginia

During the Revolutionary War, colonists
moved certaln provisions out of Beaufort and
stored them in warehouses on Harkers Island
to prevent British troops from plundering them.
Thirteen men who stood guard over the stores were
able 1o repel British troops in a brief bartle on April
6th, 1782

Between the formation of the United States and
the Civil War, Harkers Island remained sparsely
populated and basically untouched by progress—
probably as a result of the overgrown terrain.
Vegetation was so dense that any movement about
the island had 1o be along the shore at low tide.

Harkers Island is the closest population center
to the Cape Lookout National Seashore on the
South Core Banks. Ferries run from the National
Park Service Visitor Center at the “eastard”™ end of
Harkers Island. »

Jessica James is an award-winning authar
who writes historical fiction, wamen's fiction,
and suspense/thrillers. She enjoys combining
her passion for travel and histary by sharing
the things she sees, enjoys, and appreciates
while traveling acress the United States You
can fing her ol www pastianetravels com or
on Instagram @autharessicajames.



