
Polk and Dallas Counties received 
more than one quarter of the $8.5 
billion in state-wide spending in 2017 
according to the Iowa Economic 

Development Authority’s “The Economic Impact of 
Travel on Iowa Counties” released October 2018.

2017/2018 YEAR IN REVIEW
TRAVEL EXPENDITURES

456 STORIES FEATURED IN PRINT/BROADCAST 

59 STORIES IN INDUSTRY PUBLICATIONS  

237 WEEKLY LOCAL MEDIA SEGMENTS

 IMPRESSIONS DELIVERED IN 2017-2018  
FOR PARTNERS: 47,897,486 

[  Over-delivered projected impressions by 102% ]

MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS

CO-OP ADVERTISING PROGRAM

MAJOR EVENTS HOSTED

SIGNIFICANT BOOKINGS

>>> 98.96% <<<
PARTNER RETENTION RATE

•	 USA Outdoor Track & Field Championships 
JUNE 2018 AND JULY 2019

•	 USA Wrestling Preseason Nationals  
OCTOBER 2018 AND 2019

•	 BIO World Congress 
JULY 2019

•	 General Assembly of the Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) JULY 2019

•	 National Congress on School Transportation 
MAY 2020

•	 Soil and Water Conservation Society Annual Conference 
JULY 2020

•	 Nursing Organizations Alliance Fall Summit 
NOVEMBER 2020

•	 Midwest Nursing Research Society Annual Conference 
MARCH 2021

•	 National Speech and Debate Tournament 
JUNE 2021

•	 USA/Canada Lions Annual Forum 
SEPTEMBER 2021

•	 Junior High National Finals Rodeo 
JUNE 2024 AND JUNE 2025

•	 National Junior Angus Show / JULY 2017

•	 Solheim Cup / AUGUST 2017

•	 AQS Quilt Week / OCTOBER 2017

•	 Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival 
REGION 5 / JANUARY 2018

•	 NAIA Wrestling Championships / MARCH 2018

•	 USA Racquetball National Junior Olympic 
Championships / JUNE 2018

•	 USA Outdoor Track & Field Championships / JUNE 2018

SUPPORTING 1,166 
FULL TIME JOBS

$110.98  
MILLION 
ECONOMIC
IMPACT  of  

302 BOOKED 
EVENTS

SUPPORTING 1,571  
FULL TIME JOBS

 
 

CATCH DES MOINES BRIEF / JUNE 2018

• Vietnam Veterans of America / AUGUST 2018
• National Speech & Debate Tournament / JUNE 2021
• National Assoc. State Directors of Pupil Transportation / MAY 2020
• AAU Wrestling Middle School Duals / MARCH 2019
• AAU Wrestling Kids State Folkstyle / FEBRUARY 2019

AUGUST 
• School Administrators of Iowa - Annual Conference
• Iowa State Fair 
• Iowa State Association of Counties - Annual Conference
• Farm Progress Show

SEPTEMBER
• Minor League Baseball - Promotional Seminar
• Christ Our Life - Catholic Regional Conference 
• Iowa Bankers Association - State Convention
• Property & Liability Resource Central Regional - 

Adjuster Conference 

OCTOBER
• Percheron Horse Association of America - World Congress
• World Food Prize
• Iowa Health Care - State Convention
• Komen Iowa Race for the Cure – Des Moines 
• IMT Des Moines Marathon
• Johnston Urbandale Soccer Girls Fall Cup

 MONTHLY ACTIVITIES

Organization Name Date Room 
Nights Why Lost 

United States Tennis Association - 
Adult League Sectionals

 08/2019 925 Facilities

DEC Annual International 
Conference on Young Children with 
Special Needs and their Families

10/2020 & 
10/2021  1,050

Additional 
rooms 

needed

American Orff -Schulwerk 
Association - AOSA 2020 Annual

11/2020 489 Cost

Living Stream Ministry - International 
Religious Conference

05/2019 & 
05/2020 1,100

Additional 
rooms 

needed

 National Parent Teachers 
Association - Annual June National 
Congress /Parents & Teachers

06/2023 700 Politics

LOST BUSINESS

MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS

UPCOMING EVENTS 

2018 USATF OUTDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS

THANK YOU FOR A GREAT GOLF EVENT! 

BREW MOINES UPDATE

DES MOINES FEATURED IN FOOD & WINE

JUNE BOOKINGS 

TOTAL REVENUE

TOTAL EXPENSE

IMPRESSIONS 250,000,000

4,907,359 (2%)

MARKETING GOALS

ENGAGEMENTS

SINGLE  PROPERTY

REVENUE $581,407

$5,810,190

$5,810,190

CITYWIDE

ACTUAL (#) GOAL

SALES  GOALS

2017-2018 OVERALL GOALS

1,364,532 (136.45%) 1,000,000

1,100 (PTS)

MULTI-PROPERTY

1,267.80  (115%)

600

SAN DIEGO, CA

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL

DES MOINES, IA 
Hosted (5) national planners on site visits

CEDAR RAPIDS, IA 
USBC Iowa Youth State Bowling bid 
presentation

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL
Attended National Speech and Debate 
Tournament for attendance building

SAN DIEGO, CA
Attended Direct Selling Association’s 
Annual Meeting

Nearly 1,000 of the best track and fi eld athletes in 
the country descended on the Historic Blue Oval 
at Drake Stadium June 21-24. The four-day event, 
previously in Des Moines in 2010 and 2013, is also 
booked for 2019. Two USATF Meet Records were set 
at the 2018 Championships, along with one American 
Record, three World Leading Marks, six U.S. Leading 
Marks and 15 Drake Stadium Records.  

The event gained signifi cant media coverage on 
NBC Gold and live on NBC. We had great community 
support with more than 600 volunteers helping to 
execute the event. We look forward to hosting 2019 
USATF in Des Moines!

301,324,357 (120.52%)

CEDAR RAPIDS, IA

This year we hosted our 10th Annual Celebrity Golf 
Classic. Thank you to Copper Creek Golf Course in 
Pleasant Hill for hosting. A special thank you to our 
sponsors and players for helping make this year a 
success! 

The Des Moines beer scene is buzzing! Catch 
Des Moines has launched its own brewery passport 
app called Brew Moines. This app is an invitation 
for locals and visitors to explore breweries and 
taprooms in Greater Des Moines to become a Brew 
Moines-ian while receiving exclusive perks and beer 
event news! 

In the month of June we had more than 3,000 app 
downloads and more than 1,000 brewery check-ins.

To learn more about Brew Moines, visit 
brewmoines.com.

David Landsel, Senior Editor for Food & Wine 
Magazine, visited Des Moines in late May and 
couldn’t believe how cool Des Moines is! You can 
read his article, originally published June 4, here: 
https://www.foodandwine.com/travel/des-moines-
restaurants-bars.

515.40

152.40

DES MOINES, IA 

$5,472,528 (94.18%)

$479,222 (82.42%)

$5,575,424 (95.95%)

STATEWIDE
$8.5 BILLION

POLK & DALLAS 
COUNTIES
$2.2 billion

POLK COUNTY:  
$2.02 BILLION

DALLAS COUNTY: 
$194.74 MILLION

SOCIAL MEDIA
9,304 NEW SOCIAL MEDIA FOLLOWERS

9.95% INCREASE IN FOLLOWER GROWTH  
OVER LAST FISCAL

GROWTH IN WEB SESSIONS TO 
CATCHDESMOINES.COM

6,540,363 IMPRESSIONS FROM SOCIAL MEDIA

65,189 ENGAGEMENTS FROM SOCIAL MEDIA

website growth
4.5%

715 HOSTED 
CONVENTIONS/EVENTS 

UTILIZED  
CATCH DES MOINES 
RESOURCES IN 

2017-2018

296  OF THOSE 
conventions/events 

OCCURRED 
BECAUSE
OF SALES 
EFFORTS 
CREATING 

$78.47  
MILLION  

IN  ECONOMIC
IMPACT

Each household in Polk and Dallas County would have to pay $661 
more in taxes without the revenue generated by travel and tourism.


