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JURASSIC COAST | NATURAL BEAUTY | VIBRANT TOWNS | PICTURESQUE

Get ready to fill your days full of fun and This is the landscape that novelist Thomas
adventure! Hardy used as a backdrop for his tales of love

From the chalk downlands in the north to the and tragedy, it's easy to imagine life as it was
rugged beauty of Purbeck in the south, natural ~ Portrayed in his fictional Wessex hamlets.
harbours in the east to the fossil flecked World ~ Each turning leads to a new adventure,
Heritage coastline in the west, you will neverbe 2 Secret hiding place or an atmospheric,
short of something to do. mellow-stoned village. Head to a peaceful

Dorset is a county of contrasts offering the LIS ESERB d'm,b one of Dorset’s \
very best of countryside, coastline, events, prominent Iron Age hill forts for breathtaking

attractions and outstanding natural beauty. e e an alivell s e
museums, castles, houses, parks and

gardens to explore. Vibrant towns offer high
street brands, independent shops, unique
handcrafted gifts, art and antiques.

Feed your appetite at some of the south
west's finest restaurants, cosy pubs or

/ tempting tearooms - you might even find
géﬁ}m@;‘?&“ 7:‘ a‘ one of the nation’s top chefs in the kitchen!

Dorchester, —
Dorset’s County -
Town.

- =
e
¥



— 7Abbotsbury,
Chesil Beach and
the Fleet Lagoon.

Poole Harbour,
Studland, Sandbanks and
Brownsea Island.

VILLAGES | GOLDEN SANDS | STAR ATTRACTIONS

Miles of magnificent coastline make a foodies

Dorset a natural attraction. Sandcastle aven ...

building, crazy golf and buckets of Indulge with

traditional seaside fun spill along an abundance .

premier coastal resorts from Lyme Regis of fresh local Eu:‘ln 2 th: 1l'mddl: to
in the west to Christchurch in the produce. inc a useiul map to

help you plan a great

east. Secluded coves invite you to "
Y day out in Dorset ...

explore rock pools and colourful
harbours are perfect for young
crabbers. Jet-skis, rib rides, sail boats,
fishing boats, kayaks and watersports-
of-all-sorts launch from all along the
coast. And for divers and snorkellers,
there are superb reef and drift dives
with diverse marine life to discover.
To find your perfect beach or
water sport activity see
www.visit-dorset.com

Christchurch Quay w7 Sturminster Mill
b e

Swanage

visit-dorset.com #visitdorset
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Whate on ?

Festivals, fairs and fireworks, shows, regattas and carnivals, Dorset is
buzzing with events all year round. Art centres and theatres across the
county provide a full programme of shows, concerts and exhibitions.

Below is just a taster of what’s happening in 2023, you will find a full, .
regularly updated list online at www.visit-dorset.com. ]“"MS"C Wo r/d

APRIL AUGUST CONTINUED... Dorset is famous for its Jurassic Coast — a stunning
Easter ~ Easter Egg hunts across Dorset 5-12 Lyme Regis Regatta & Carnival stretch of 185 million-year-old shoreline that has
8 Abbotsbury Food Fair . 10-14 We Out Here Festival, Wimborne been designated a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.
9 Easter Bonnet Parade, Lyme Regis 120 gt' Giles TR The loose material on the beaches between Lyme
2) =23 Bqurnemquth er.tlng Fesilal _ wanage Leboat Tee Regis and Charmouth are the best places to look
26-30  Bridport Film Festival 12& 13 Christchurch Carnival ) < X -
27 -4 May Sherborne Abbey Music Festival 14-20  Bridport Carnival & Torchlight for fossils, or, you can join g guided fossil hunt
28-30 Teddy Rocks Festival, Blandford Forum Procession walk from Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre or
MEY 16& 17  Gillingham & Shaftesbury Lyme Regis Museum. Always check the Fossil
Mid Mav  Bab t Abbotsbury S Agricultural Show Collecting Code of Conduct before setting out.

I d ?y apyswans e OISBULY Swannery 17-20  Purbeck Valley Folk Festival Visit www.charmouth.org for details. At the centre
~endJune ) 24 Melplash Show, West Bay fthe J ic Coast lies Chesil Beach. an 18 mil
6 Sherborne Summer Festival - o of the Jurassic Coast lies Chesil Beach, an 18 mile
12-14 S Railway Heri Diesel Gal ol s CRiREn Al dnii ebble beach separated from the mainland by the

p WIS FEIEY AN ES PISEIEAR 5 op Lyme Regis Folk Weekend P P y

20&21  Christchurch Cheese & Chilli Festival 26827 Fleet Lagoon Nature Reserve. Drop in at the Fine

The Oak Fair, Sturminster Newton

21 Lulworth Castle Motor Show i . ; Foundation Chesil R
27-29 Christchurch Food Festival A =25 Boumemenitn A Fea Beach Centre run by ;/’”
27-11Jun Purbeck Art Weeks SEPTEMBER ;

29 Sherborne Castle Country Fair 2 Bridport Hat Festival Dorset Wildlife Trust
2&3 Dorset County Show, Dorchester to find out more.

TAe 67‘8&.2‘ OMthOI’g 11“3": Swanage Fairy Festival 2-9 Gillingham Walking Festival

7-10 B-Side Festival, Portland

2-4 Poole Seafood Festival : :
Dorset has miles of coastal and country walks 384 Wessex Folk Festival, Weymouth g &1 100 é‘gjrnnaf;gﬂﬁ Eﬁm\gkomic Con
to roam. Climb to the highest point on the 9-11 Wimborne Folk Festival

9&10 Dorset Seafood Festival, Weymouth

South Coast — Golden Cap, where the views 10& 11 Highcliffe Food & Arts Festival 9810 Sturminster Newton Cheese Festival
are breathtaking. Explore the stunning Jurassic 11-24  Bridport Food Festival 15-24 [tk Ot Dieises Fesitha | :
Coastline on a 25 mile hike, part of the South 1? -17 Borse;Fest,glangforld Forum 17 Weymouth Ironman 70.3 o YR P s
West Coast Path, take a guided town trail, or, 17 Cﬁm{l R?yek ?\I/’ 00l€ th 24 Wessex Heavy Horse Show, Gillingham © .-~~~ =0 =%
for something completely different, try trekking €sil hocks, eymou 30 Shaftesbury Carnival S < Twdnt ;
y Ay 17&18  Swanage Fish Festival SR e 3 S oy
with donkeys or llamas. 17-19  Weymouth Armed Forces Celebrations ~OCTOBER B o e S 2 o
Cycle routes take bikers 23-25  TankFest at the Tank Museum 1-7 Gillingham Carnival Week s :____‘*..._*.__ i
into wooded vales, over 24 Poole Folklon the Quay 5-8 Swanhage Blugs Festival - o s L, e
windswept plains and 24 & 25 Shake' & Stir, So[,'jthbourne 14-21 Dorchester Literary Festiva
through honev-hued 25-2Jul Beaminster Festival 15 Weymouth Beach Motocross
" 9 Y{ : JuLY 20 -4 Nov Purbeck Film Festival
Villages enroute to some . . 21-23  Sherborne Castle Autumn Colours
of the UK's loveliest pubs. 1&2 Gold Hill Festival, Shaftesbury Weekend
7&8 Poole Sand Polo

23-31 Halloween events in Dorset

Horse riders can enjoy an 7-9 Swanage Jazz Festival

excellent choice of riding 9 Shaftesbury Food & Drink Festival NOVEMBER

centres, stables and 14-16  Jurassic Fields Music Festival, Bridport ~ 4 &5 Bonfire and fireworks events in Dorset FOSSIL HUNT:

bridleways and golfers 14-16  Tolpuddle Martyrs Festival, Tolpuddle ~ 5-11 Bridport L.iterary Ifestival . Hire the right equipment apd get advice from the

have superb courses on 16 Sherborne Classic & Supercars Show 18-10Dec Town Christmas lights switch on . wardens at Charmouth Heritage Coast Centre.

: 21-23  Wilkswood Reggae Festival, Swanage ~ 24-22 Dec llluminate at Abbotsbury Subtropical

which to play a round. 22-29  Lyme Regis RNLI Lifeboat Week Gardens

You will find plenty of 23 Wareham Carnival 25&26  Dorset Food & Drink Christmas Fair, = 7 fyhéf
: _ L

opportunities to fish both % i gg gaﬂ}p Ees;lval, IF_Uh:‘/orlth Coste 26 é;ifglziﬁéﬁtg: Catherine’s Hill : 2)

i = oole Harbour Festiva . , = )

inland and off the coast. 29&30 Mudeford Arts Festival Abbotsbury 3} YR | [34-5'5

For the family there’s 29&30 Weymouth Food & Family Festival Mid Nov  Christmas Tree Wonderland,

leisure centres, 29-5 Aug Swanage Regatta & Carnival - early Jan Bournemouth

swimming pools, soft- AUGUST DECEMBER

play areas and sport 5 Stompin’ On The Quomps, Christchurch  Across Dorset there are Christmas markets,

., activities such as archery, 5 Dorset Food & Arts Festival, Poundbury  carols by candlelight, ice skating, pantomimes
North D_orset “ climbing, abseiling 58&6 Great Dorset Chilli Festival, Sturminster ~ and festive shopping events. Weymouth Harbour
Trailway ' ' Newton Swim takes place on Christmas Day.

paragliding and the
heart-pumping, thrills of

coasteering, quad biking, : Wimborne FOOD FESTIVALS:
paintballing and dirt Q) !‘ Model Town From cheese and chillies to seafood and organic gin,
buggy riding. shire Hall Museum _ L : repatl N Russell-Cotes [l food festivals are very popular across Dorset.

Market days ...

Enjoy the hustle and
bustle of market day. You
will find one somewhere
in the county each day

of the week. Regular
Farmers’ Markets also

B o s e 2\ For up Io date information on everything to see and do in Dorset visit: ~ ¥53% . s, ofterfreshlocalproduce

directly from the
The Cerne Abbas Giant™

> 4 " producers. For details see:
VISIT-QOYSCL.COINL = | | | wssdonctcon
visitors-for centuries. | i - oo
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i - Weymuuth Land Train

CLAY
PIGEON
SHOOTING

AL ABOARDY

THE WEYMOUTH LAND TRAIN

SWANAGE

Isle of Purbeck

@We ymouth & Portland
National Sallm% Academy
*Adventure 4

The best way to discover Weymouth's R aeerraaa Moonfleet Adventure Sailing
| seafront, iconic bridge and historic harbou s
“BC:::, Beginner or Experienced, we cater for I S LE O F
g you, clay targets to teach or test you. PORTLAND
. great fun! for all, we arrange clay
V reee ™ . ) N " - <R Shooting for individuals or groups call
car - 4 i At i . = = = % 1 RES o iy = P - % now and start the fun! Po'g:ilal'nd
parking ¢ 3 _ Y B e ';‘f i ISR WY Jurassic
5 ... . www.sherbornecastle.com i
i aunts
01305 871858 www.abbotsburyswannery.co.uk Tel: 01035 813 182 @ Wermouth Land Train We""“’“‘"'a"“’“\“ A l swanager ailway.co.ulk

eft wild (and most definitely untomed) for for too
long. Careys Secret Garden is now blossoming and
eady to be discovered

THE TANK MU@EUM

B8 !
HEAVY HORSE

* Meet our Heavy Horses
and farm animals

+ Carriage, pony and

CS RS Open NOW for visits, tours, svents, courses and ; Bactovtidos
OPEN DAILY PRERREH POt b i PN - Dy shows and extibits
10am - 6pm Tea room From iré ioing o wow et Tars e v R T ARl of days gone by
February to Daily displays anc ocesgros, ecro supper € ondrogulr g - gxte]ilswie p}a}e a;_eas and
November. 4 O ; Yom e ol mokey Joe's Café
& wls, Ha“‘ksr;asleﬁ Explare the wabsite for further detals ond begin Tel: 01202 824040
Café on the_ Have you fgund s e BOOK ONLINE
Terrace April the Secret Garden [ E_E_—G—_———————

to October.

with your booking confirmotion, approx. 5 min drive
| from Wareham Train Station)

- www.careyssecretgarden.co.uk

in Wareham yet?

"FUN FILLED ATTRACTION
FOR ALL AGES

THE
DENOSAUR
' MUSEUM

DORCHESTER

FLUMIN‘ GOOD FUN

- 3 ' P civillers
ADVENTURE4ALL FOREVERYONEI_'.-

CHOOSE YOUR ADYENTURE

0%,
® Purbeck
Sports Centre

Fitness and wellbeing for everyone

Visit the park to support our
rescue work and see over
%, 260 rescued apes
and monkeys

® PADDLEBOAF

For swimming fun, racket sports,
delicious food, kids activities
and more.

@ coasTEERING Award g activities for couples and families in De
T i Vislt us to find out what's In store.

® xAvAKING

MONKEY WORLD

= 5= & Gﬁ o
Dorchester, DT11RN I RTECUEL CENTRE

01305 264 066 e

www.keepmilitarymuseum.org

01929 500 000

B0

WWW.ROCKREEF.CO.UK GROCK, (A2,
Bournemouth Pier, Darset BH2 5AA o .

SEE WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIMES Open every day, find us in Wareham, BH20 4PH

leen Way, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1EW
01305 269880 | www.thedinosaurmuseum.com

WWW. ADVENTURE4ALL.CO. UK £s.co dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/purbecksportscentre

H e e T - e ; = ; Explore Dorset's sights on one
- du\!\ < - [ THE ETCHES m P s Sig !
Discover ip s Carotns PREHISTORIC K& of aur Award Winning Cruises
250 milli : SRLLLARRRAN ADVENTURES! _
mition o D6 =
e SRR e i A mode 5 f Book online to receive a 10% discount
MUSEUM years of mo_ 2 mt-JS elum o off following sightseeing cruises by entering
MoonleetAdventure Saing s an excling MEEAbREON amazing fossils. Learn Jorcsio Oiises Yooe | Swahage SbsseinG;
& new activity making its home in Dorset and . .
A n%srfglg:_fcﬁl;nmhﬁsable Dorset's from Poriand Narins, § oo i Foundations of Shatesbury Abbey Ef_aout Ll_f§ and SDeatE in the ¥ Horbour & isiand Cruise, Oid Hairry Rock Cruise
experience for the g : - Jie in a peaceful walled herb garden; the museum immeridgian Seas during 3 il . n
young & young at heart! his‘tory tells it fascinating story. Shop & Refreshmertts Hheacac st , www.citycruisespoole.com
SEE WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIMES MUSEUM OF JURASSIC - - (|
High East St/ Salisbury St Dorset . : - R MARINE L1FE U ARPIE Cl tycru ises ~
DDrChgﬁ?{;'sngégzgﬁ =t : - H?B”t West Street | Dorchester | Dorset | DT11XA 01747 852910 LULWORITH 5 & by Homblower ™
www.teddybearmuseun.co.uk Museum 01305262735 | dorsetmuseum.ors RO@ w. theetchescollection.org 01929 270000 il

Stone Carving Courses
in the heart of Purbeck
for all ages and abilities.

B URNGATE Our Have A Go class is

a favourite activity for
the whole family.

SER'LIFE

Wﬂgmouth

MUSEUM OF
EAST DORSET

-:D@.]ﬂ@ Jaunts

the ONLY Total Jurassic Experience Specialists

MDD "’*’*‘{

A great day out for all the family...

www.museumofeastdorset.co.uk
Tel: 01202 882533

Andy
Pedrick

“It’s an amazing exhibition,
you have got to go.”

Phillip Schofield, ITV's This Mcrning

Discover our oceas

by night &d_

UNDER, CREATE
memomes 'I‘o I.A!T A LIFETIME, YOUR
CHILDREN WILL Love IT]

| WWW.FARIMERPALIMERS.CO.UK
EMAIL: SHOP®FARMERPALMERS.CO.UK
| waReiam roAD, oRGANFORD, PoOLE, BIITE 66U

Kingston Road, Langton Matravers, Swanage BH |9 3BE
01929 439405 info@burngatestonecentre.co.uk
WWW.BURNGATESTONECENTRE.CO.UK

I.ASERGUYS I.ASER TAG

PREMIER OUTDOOR LASER TAG VENUE IN BLANDFORD FORUM

SEE WEESITE FOR OPENING TIMES
DTTIUW




SHERBORNE

It's yours to discover

g . .} One of the most beautiful
P4\ 3y townsin the South West

A magnificent Abbey | Two Castles | Museum

Specialist shops and boutiques | Cafes, pubs & restaurants : =
Markets | Festivals & events Sta rt pla gl ng y0U r Visit

today at visit-dorset.com/lyme-regis
Heart of the Jurassic Coast

Discover fossils - World-famous Cobb
Packed programme of events

A4 c2

Dozmload. brochures, itinerary ideas,
videos, maps and travel information.

Si ap to our e-newsletter on
sit-dorset.com for exclusive offers,
competitions and inspiring ideas!

o @yisit_dorset @visitdorsetofficial

0 [VisitDorset Q OfficialVisitDorset

© Published by Visit Dorset. Permission must be requested in writing before any part of this leaflet
is reproduced in any form. Whilst every effort has been taken to ensure that the information in this
leaflet is correct at the time of going to print, Dorset Council does not accept any responsibility

for the accuracy of the information given or imply any recommendation by the inclusion of any
advertisement.

Photography: James Loveridge. www.marmaladephotos.co.uk. Daniel Rushall. Neil Barnes. Visit Britain
Rod Edwards. Mark Simons. www.dawnpotter.co.uk. Julien Lightfoot. Lyme Bay Rib Charter. Simon
Emmett Photography. Camp Bestival. Graham Rains. Brewery Square. Saeed Rashid. Stephen Bath.
www.lymeregismackerelfishing.com. BCP Council. Wimborne Model Town and Gardens, Russell-Cotes
Art Gallery and Museum and Folio Creative. Sherborne Town Council.

For details e: tourism@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk - DO rs et
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@ For Tourist Information Centres in Dorset see www.visit-dorset.com



