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Far from 

FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD 
is the story of independent, beautiful 
and headstrong Bathsheba Everdene 
(Carey Mulligan), who attracts 
three very different suitors: Gabriel 
Oak (Matthias Schoenaerts), a 
sheep farmer, captivated by her 
fetching wilfulness; Frank Troy (Tom 
Sturridge), a handsome and reckless 
Sergeant; and William Boldwood 
(Michael Sheen), a prosperous and 
mature bachelor. This timeless story 
of Bathsheba’s choices and passions 
explores the nature of relationships 
and love – as well as the human 
ability to overcome hardships 
through resilience and perseverance.

 “It’s irreplaceable that 
landscape, it was idyllic 
to be there” 
Tom Sturridge 
(Sergeant Troy)

“ Another day’s filming finished 
as the sun sets over the Madding 
Crowd flock. What a beautiful 
place to film”
Andrew Macdonald, Producer

Far from Far from 
the Madding Crowd

“ I can’t imagine us filming it 
anywhere else apart from Dorset” 
Carey Mulligan (Bathsheba Everdene)

DORSET’S rustic setting forms 
the backdrop for director 
Thomas Vinterberg’s adaptation 
of Thomas Hardy’s fourth novel 
and fi rst major literary success, 
FAR FROM THE MADDING 
CROWD.
This is the landscape that 
Thomas Hardy used time and 
time again as a backdrop for his 
tales of love and tragedy. Much 
of the wide, sweeping scenery 
that inspired the famous writer 
has remained unchanged to 
this day, which is exactly why 
Vinterberg chose to base most 
of his fi lming on location right 
here in Hardy’s Wessex.

the Madding Crowd
On location    inDorset



Filming locations...

DISCOVER HARDY’S WESSEX
Uncover the parts of Dorset which 
inspired Thomas Hardy throughout his 
lifetime with the ‘Exploring Thomas 
Hardy’s West Dorset’ leafl et. The leafl et 
includes a trail which links together 
where he lived, the towns and villages 
he wrote about and the church where 
his heart is buried. Stop for an ale in 
Tess of the D’Urbervilles’ ‘Sow & Acorn’ 
(The Acorn Inn at Evershot), visit the 
sophisticated Victorian townhouse of 
his own design in Dorchester and look 
upon his recreated 
study at the Dorset 
County Museum, 
which displays the 
world’s largest 
collection of his 
personal 
possessions.

Download the Dorset Visitor App
visit-dorset.com

Forde Abbey’s Great Hall features as the 
Corn Exchange in the pivotal scene where 
Bathsheba Everdene fi rst meets William 
Boldwood. The stunning former monastery 
has been sympathetically converted over 
the centuries from its monastic origins 
in 1141 to its present day use as a family 
home. Forde Abbey and its beautiful 
gardens make an ideal day out.

Photography: Fox Searchlight Pictures
FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD 
©2015 Twentieth Century Fox Film 
Corporation. All rights reserved.

Film locations in Sherborne included 
Sherborne Abbey, Sherborne Castle 
Castleton Church (St Mary Magdelen), St 
John’s Almshouse and Abbey Close, the 
streets of which were transformed into a         

 1870s market square  
 located in the town of  
 Casterbridge.

 1870s market square  
 located in the town of  
 Casterbridge.
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Visitor GuideSHERBORNE

Follow us...
Twitter @sherbornetic 
facebook.com/visit-dorset

Digby Road, DT9 3NL   t:  01935 8
15341  e: sherborne.tic@westdor

set-weymouth.gov.uk

Open year round Monday to Sat
urday: 

Mid March - August: 0900-1700 

September - November: 0930-16
00 

December - Mid March: 1000-150
0.

Pick up the Sherborne 
Vistor Guide to 
discover this mellow 
stoned, picturesque 
town for yourself. The wild, rugged beauty of Dorset’s 

Jurassic Coast is a popular location with 
fi lm and TV producers. Many will recognise 
parts of this iconic stretch of World 
Heritage coastline from the ITV drama 
‘BROADCHURCH’. Come and explore, the 
striking, scenic views of Dorset’s Jurassic 
Coast are sure to inspire you too.

3 The Jurassic Coast of WEST 
BAY, EYPE and DURDLE DOOR 

1 SHERBORNE

The beautiful 17th Century Manor house 
of Mapperton and its surrounding estate 
were transformed into ‘Everdene Farm’ for 
the movie and many primary scenes were 
fi lmed here. It’s clear to see why Vinterberg 
instantly fell in love with Mapperton; a 
glorious harmony of golden sandstone 
standing in a romantic and unspoiled 
Dorset combe. Visitors today can enjoy the 
beautiful house & gardens and revel in its 
superb cinematic setting.
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Thomas Hardy 

If you are interested injoining the Thomas Hardy Society contact:Thomas Hardy Societyc/o Dorset County Museum, DorchesterDorset. DT1 1XATel/Fax: 01305 251501info@hardysociety.orgwww.hardysociety.org

Thomas Hardy's study recreated at the Dorset County Museum

Published by the Economy, Leisure and Tourism Division of the West Dorset 

District Council and Weymouth  & Portland Borough Council Shared Services 

Partnership and in partnership with The Thomas Hardy Society. Whilst every care 

has been taken in compiling this leafl et,West Dorset District Council cannot be 

held responsible for any errors or omissions. 

Photography: Fox Searchlight Pictures. Visit Britain. colin@vertiworks.co.uk. 

Sally Head Productions. Jon Sloper. Philip V. Allingham. creative-studios.com
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DORCHESTER: Antelope Walk, Dorset. DT1 1BE  t: 01305 267992  

e: dorchester.tic@westdorset-weymouth.gov.uk
BRIDPORT: South Street, Dorset. DT6 3LF t: 01308 424901  

e: bridport.tic@westdorset-weymouth.gov.uk 
SHERBORNE: Digby Road, Dorset. DT9 3NL t: 01935 815341  

e: sherborne.tic@westdorset-weymouth.gov.uk
LYME REGIS: Church Street, Dorset. DT7 3BS t: 01297 442138 

e: lymeregis.tic@westdorset-weymouth.gov.uk
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Further informationIf you want to delve further into the fascinating 
life and work of Thomas Hardy, Dorchester Tourist 
Information Centre stocks a selection of maps, books 

and trail leafl ets. The Discover Dorchester leafl et 
includes a Thomas Hardy walk that follows plaques on 

the ground around the town.  More information can 
also be found at www.hardycountry.orgBlue Badge guided Hardy tours Book a group tour with an experienced Blue Badge 
Guide and visit the locations that inspired Hardy with a 

Hardy Country Tour or explore Dorchester on foot on a 

'Casterbridge' walking tour. www.dorsettourguides.comEvents
The international Thomas Hardy Conference and 
Festival is a bi-annual week-long event off ering an 
exciting programme of lectures, seminars, talks, poetry 

readings, walks and entertainment. The Thomas 
Hardy Birthday Weekend event includes the laying 
of wreaths at the Hardy Statue in Dorchester on the 
Saturday nearest the anniversary of his birth (2nd 
June). For more information on these and other events 

contact the Thomas Hardy Society (details left).
AccommodationVisit www.visit-dorset.com or contact our Tourist 
Information Centres.
Dorset County MuseumA visit to the Dorset County Museum in Dorchester 
is recommended. The museum has the largest 
Hardy collection in the world, the bulk of which was 
bequeathed to the Museum by his wife Florence 
Hardy. The most fascinating material from this 
collection, including manuscripts, books, diaries, 
photographs, notebooks and paintings, is on show 
in the gallery 'A Writer's Dorset’. At the centre of 
the gallery is a reconstruction of Hardy's study at 
Max Gate, with all his books and furniture. For more 
information visit www.dorsetcountymuseum.org. 
Tel: 01305 262735. The sun sets over the Far from the Madding Crowd fl ock

For further information on the area visit 
our website www.visit-dorset.com or 
download the Dorset Visitor App

Thomas Hard
y was born in

 1840 at High
er 

Bockhampto
n, near Dorch

ester. He was
 the eldest of

 

four children
 and his fathe

r was a maste
r mason. As 

a child he wa
s shy and refl

 ective, enco
uraged by hi

s 
mother to re

ad and study
 beyond the 

usual level fo
r 

local children
. He was also

 a keen fi ddle
 player and 

often went w
ith his father

 to play at loc
al christening

s, 

weddings an
d parties.

At 16 Hardy b
ecame appre

nticed to an 
architect in 

Dorchester. H
e practised a

s an architec
t in London f

or 

fi ve years bu
t returned to

 Dorchester a
fter deciding

 he 

wanted to w
rite. His fi rst a

ttempt at a n
ovel was reje

cted, 

but with the 
help of Emm

a Giff ord, wh
om he later 

married, his s
econd attem

pt was succe
ssful. Over th

e 

next 25 years
 he wrote in 

all 14 novels 
and over 50 s

hort 

stories. In 18
95 he publish

ed Jude the O
bscure, after 

which he aba
ndoned nove

l writing and
 devoted the

 rest 

of his life to p
oetry.

In 1885 he an
d Emma mov

ed into Max G
ate, the hous

e 

he had desig
ned on the e

dge of Dorch
ester. Emma 

died 

in 1912 and i
n 1914 he m

arried Floren
ce Dugdale. H

e 

died on 11th
 January 192

8. Hardy adopt
ed the histor

ical name of 
Wessex as th

e 
name for his

 own ‘partly r
eal, partly dre

am country’.
The raw mat

erials for his 
novels came

 from his life,
 the 

country folk 
and the cont

rasting lands
capes of Dor

set.
He used a mi

xture of real 
and fi ctional

 names for 
landscape fe

atures and th
e towns and 

villages, draw
ing 

from his exte
nsive knowle

dge of the ar
ea. The great ma

jority of locat
ions in Hardy

's novels and
 

stories are se
t within Wes

t Dorset. Am
ong these ar

e Tess 

of the d'Urbe
rvilles, Under

 the Greenwo
od Tree, Far f

rom 

the Madding
 Crowd, The W

oodlanders a
nd The Retur

n 

of the Native
. Many of the

 key location
s from these 

novels are m
entioned thr

oughout this
 leafl et, the re

al 

place names
 are shown fi 

rst, followed 
by those use

d by 

Hardy.

Filming Tess 
of the d’Urbervilles
 in Cerne Abbas

This leafl et w
ill help you explore the a
rea that inspired Thom
as Hardy throughout h
is life. Discov

er his birthplace
, locations he

 wrote about 
and the chur

ch where his he
art is buried. Find out abo
ut specialist tours, Hardy 
events and th

e fi lming locati
ons used for movie and TV
 adaptations of his classic 
novels.

Thomas Hardy 1840 - 192
8

POET & NOVE
LIST 1840 - 1

928

Sunrise over 
Colmer Hill, Bridport, Har

dy’s ‘Port Bre
dy’.

Big Screen an
d TV location

s So much of t
he West Dors

et landscape
 has remaine

d 

unchanged s
ince Hardy’s 

time that it is
 not surprisin

g 

that several fi
 lm and TV ad

aptations of 
his novels 

have been fi l
med here. 

In 2013 Holly
wood fi lm cr

ews descend
ed on 

Sherborne an
d Mapperton

 House near 
Beaminster 

to shoot Tho
mas Vinterbe

rg’s adaptati
on of  Hardy’

s 
fourth novel 

and fi rst maj
or literary suc

cess Far 
from the Mad

ding Crowd. S
tarring A-liste

rs Carey 
Mulligan, Tom

 Sturridge an
d Matthias Sc

hoenaerts, 
fi lm location

s include Ma
pperton Hou

se, Sherborn
e 

Abbey, Castle
ton Church a

nd Abbey Clo
se. The 

streets of She
rborne were 

transformed 
to resemble 

an 1870s ma
rket square in

 Hardy’s town
 of 

Casterbridge
. The last big

 screen adap
tation of this

 
classic novel

 was in 1967 
and starred A

lan Bates and
 

Julie Christie
 using locatio

ns including 
Maiden Castl

e, 

Max Gate an
d 14th Centu

ry Tithe Barn
 at Abbotsbu

ry. 
The 2003 ITV

 adaptation o
f The Mayor o

f 
Casterbridge

 starring Ciar
an Hinds and

 Jodhi May 
was fi lmed a

t locations in
cluding Maid

en Castle, 
Cerne Abbas

 and Charmo
uth. Cerne Ab

bas and 
Minterne Gar

dens provide
d locations fo

r the 
fi lming of the

 1998 ITV pro
duction of Te

ss of the 
d'Urbervilles

.

This is the lan
dscape that i

nternationall
y 

renowned po
et and novel

ist Thomas H
ardy 

used time an
d again as a b

ackdrop for h
is 

tales of love 
and tragedy.

 Hardy spent 
most of his li

fe in Dorset a
nd 

his works are
 now held in 

high esteem
 

and studied 
in schools an

d universities
 

throughout t
he world. 

Much of the 
grassy vales, 

pebble-strew
n 

beaches and
 furze-fl atten

ed heaths of
 the 

county he du
bbed South W

essex are littl
e 

changed tod
ay and it’s ea

sy to imagine
 

fl orid farmer
s and caddish

 aristocrats fl 
irting 

with doomed
 maidens in t

he low-ceilin
ged, 

fl agstone-fl o
ored barroom

s within his fi ctional ham
lets.   
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Max Gate

Hardy’s birth
place

Mapperton H
ouse

Juliet Aubrey
 (Susan) Ciaran Hinds
 (Michael Henchard) in
 The Mayor of Casterbrid
ge

Tithe Barn, A
bbotsbury

Carey Mullig
an (Bathsheb

a) and Matth
ias Schoenae

rts 

(Gabriel Oak)
 in Far from t

he Madding 
Crowd 

Hardy’s Wessex Hardy’s Wessex Hardy’s Wessex
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2 FORDE ABBEY

4 MAPPERTON HOUSE

“One day we were shooting on a cliff 
so we had these insanely beautiful 
views. That was my favourite place”
Matthias Schoenarts (Gabriel Oak)

 “To film it was almost distracting 
because it was so beautiful. We all just 
felt like we were in this sort of perfect 
portrait landscape of Hardy” 
Carey Mulligan (Bathsheba Everdene)


