DUPAGE

CONWVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

COUNTY

For Immediate Release
August 12, 2015

Contact:

Nanette Traetow

Phone: 630.575.8070, ext. 212
Email: nanette@discoverdupage.com

Yet Another Record Year for DuPage County Tourism Revenues
For the third straight year, newly released lllinois tourism figures show DuPage County posting
historic highs in annual revenues while helping boost the county’s economy.

Oak Brook, IL — The DuPage Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB) is pleased to announce that
DuPage County tourism expenditures continue to rise, with 2014’s revenues and tax
contributions at all-time highs for the third straight year.

According to the State of lllinois Office of Tourism (IOT), visitors to DuPage County contributed
$2.428 billion to the state’s economy in 2014, representing a 4.8% increase over 2013. In
comparison, 2013 experienced a 3.1% increase over 2012.

DuPage County continues to rank second only to Cook County for overall tourism expenditures,
tourism industry payrolls, employment figures, and state and local tax revenues.

Payrolls for DuPage County tourism reached $605.73 million, an increase of 3.7% over last
year, while the number of tourism-related jobs increased to 21,550, up 1.2%.

Tourism in DuPage County was responsible for a 5.1% increase, to $146.1 million, in state tax
receipts over the previous year. Local tax receipts reached $40.04 million, a 4.6% increase.

“Not only were these record-breaking numbers, but the percentage increases were all
noticeably higher than the already-impressive percentage increases from 2012 to 2013,” stated
DuPage CVB Executive Director Beth Marchetti. “It's evident that more and more visitors to the
Chicago area are recognizing the value and hospitality that DuPage County offers both the
business and leisure traveler.”

“Being just 20 miles west of Chicago, DuPage County offers a central location and so much
more to both leisure and business travelers,” Marchetti continued. “Over 100 hotels, 16,000+
guest rooms and nearly 2 million square feet of meeting space. World-class dining shopping
and entertainment. Easy access to O’'Hare and Midway international airports, major interstates
and commuter rail lines. It's not hard to see why so many people consider Chicago’s western
suburbs to be an attractive and affordable alternative to staying in the city.”

For more information about tourism’s economic impact on DuPage County, contact the bureau
at 800.232.0502 or visit DiscoverDuPage.com.
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About DuPage County

DuPage County is the second most populous county in Illinois after Cook County, which borders
it to the north and east. Together, the two counties account for half of the state’s population.
One of the nation’s wealthiest counties, DuPage is rich in many types of commerce and is
second only to Cook in tourism revenue. With its well-developed highway and mass transit
system, DuPage is easily accessible from O’Hare and Midway Airports, as well as the City of
Chicago.

About DuPage Convention & Visitors Bureau

The DuPage Convention & Visitors Bureau was established through the efforts of a coalition of
DuPage area hotel executives and business representatives in 1987, and was formally certified
in 1989 by the State of lllinois. It remains the official agency for promoting the county’s
multibillion dollar tourism industry and market DuPage County as an enticing destination for
leisure and business travelers, meeting planners, groups and conventions, in order to enhance
the economic development of the area.
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