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PRO BUSINESS
Tourism can be a catalyst…when you have successful tourism, it means 

you have a place people want to be. That builds community… generates 

new programs… draws new businesses... and drives perception. And with 

it, economic rewards.   

 

When tourism thrives, so does business.
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MADE IN AMERICA: Travel’s Essential Contribution to Economic Development BACK TO CONTENTS

Travelers generate gains for the entire U.S. economy. Aside 
from the spending on goods and services during trips, the 
business and materials necessary to produce these goods 
and services can be considered an indirect travel output. For 
example, the fruits and vegetables purchased by restaurants 
or linens used by hotels all have a positive economic impact 
for industries outside of travel.

Additionally, spending in local areas by the employees 
of travel businesses and their suppliers generates sales: 
induced output. For example, the gasoline purchased by 
employees to get to their jobs is considered an induced 
output. 

Travel’s Downstream ImpactTravel is serious business, generating $2.4 trillion 
in economic output and supporting 15.6 million 
American jobs across all U.S. industries. Travel 
impacts commerce and jobs throughout the 
whole economy, well beyond the industry itself. 
When travel thrives, so does America.
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NOTE: The percent change is calculated based on same year’s relationships of all variables. Therefore, it represents the 
changes in the same given year only.  No dynamic conditions are applied to the calculations (for example, changes in 
travel spending patterns, inflation, and labor productivity, and other economic factors, etc.). 

SOURCE: U.S. Travel Association

A vibrant travel industry is the key to America’s economic growth 
and prosperity, fueling job growth across the United States. 
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If travel spending increased by just 1% that would 
mean an additional $23.8B in economic output 
and 156,280 new jobs.
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Travel impacts commerce  
and jobs throughout the  
whole economy, well 
beyond the industry itself. 
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