Safety Recommendations:

Prior to your water activity closely examine the Chippewa River with the map
below. It is recommended to follow the suggested route indicated in yellow.

Be mindful and courteous to other users enjoying the Chippewa River Water
Trail. Please give way to non-motorized water craft.

Wear a properly fitted US Coast Guard Approved life jacket based on Be a steward of the river trail by placing your trash in boat launch site trash

your weight and size. containers. Follow the leave no trace principles.

Be mindful of changing weather conditions prior to your water
activity. Rainfall a few days prior can change the water flow and level to make more
hazardous. Check with local weather media outlets prior to your trip.

Let a trusted relative or friend know of your water activity, to include
your intended return time and location. In the event of an emergency, a friend can share this
information with emergency services looking for you.

Wear a quality suit, lifejacket, proper foot wear, sun glasses and

When near the Eau Claire Dam be aware of warning sirens. Warning sirens are
bring along plenty of sun screen and water to enjoy your trip on the river.

sounded at Dells hydroelectric dam before spillway gates are opened to release high flows.

Be aware of hazards indicated below and follow the suggested route for the

In an emergency, call 911 and be prepared to share your location on the
Chippewa River Water Trail. Please respect private property and use public landings only.

Chippewa River Water Trail. Minutes count in @ medical and water emergency.
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Navigational Tips

Put-in: Be mindful of others, position

’,( yourself facing down stream and make your
way to the suggested route of the Chippewa
River Water Trail.

Tubers: It is best for tubers to position your
feet downstream to allow for safety and
optimal viewing.

Dells Pond

Flow with the river: Follow the suggested

. . EAU CLAIRE
river route, along the natural river current MAINTENANCE
downstream. 7 CARRY-IN ACCESS

44.8225, -91.5074
* As you look downstream, River Right
is to your right and River Left is to
your left.
» River Miles (RM) are measured
upriver from the confluence with the
Mississippi River. Vine Ave

To Highway 53
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Navigational hazards: Expect several

hazards along the water trail. The most ‘ :
notable are lumber pylons (submerged posts) EA%SI-E%'RE
at the Lake Street Bridge (57.7) and just Madison St . CARRY-IN ACCESS
upstream of Hobbs Landing (56.1), as well as ili 248135 =91 5008
rapids near Lake Street Bridge (57.7) and the
Little Niagara Creek rock ledge (56.8).
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) Pavilion Landing (56.6) or downstream at \ B CARRY-IN ACCESS \ o @7;\0 %,
Hobbs Boat Landing (56.1) by following the g 48119, 915035 \V) <
flow to River Right.

Grand Ave
Pedestrian

PLEASE NOTE: Downstream of Hobbs Boat
Landing, navigational hazards make the
conditions suitable for expert paddlers only.
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Phoenix Manufacturing Company Steamboat carrying immagrants between Durand ~ Owen Park Bandshell, 1939 Water Street Bridge collapse, February 10, 1945

Logs in Half Moon Lake, 1900
facilities, 1900 and Eau Claire, 1868



Downtown Eau Claire

Downtown Eau Claire has an atmosphere of The Grand Avenue District sits comfortably on

natural beauty, camaraderie and discovery the Chippewa’s west bank. And just minutes
inspired by its unique history. Several downriver is the historic Water Street Business

independent villages developed around the District. Each of these districts features a
Eau Claire and Chippewa Rivers in the mid diverse mix of business, culture and arts,
1800s. The villages soon grew together, each seamlessly introducing the past to the future. In
becoming a neighborhood with its own distinctive downtown Eau Claire, experience serene views,
commercial and residential patterns. an abundance of parks, community gardens, a
farmers market, local shops and many one-of-
Today’s downtown is made up of four business a-kind pubs and restaurants. Life in the heart of
districts that still reflect the character of Eau Claire is urban and modern, but the rivers—
the original neighborhoods. The city center like the city’s unique history—are never more
includes the North and South Barstow Districts than a step away.
overlooking the confluence of the two rivers.
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The Chippewa River Water Trail

Eau Claire is proud of its river heritage. Our  species are endangered - over its 183-mile
city encompasses the historically significant length. You’ll also see historic reminders
confluence where our namesake river merges such as lumber-era pilings that remain in and
with the Chippewa River to begin their along the river. These unique river resources B _ -
combined 60-mile free flowing journey to rely on people like you to steward them so S ?#;Mﬁ;%&h;;ﬁﬁ;&“ﬁ.
the Mississippi River. From the fur trade to others may enjoy them. & £
modern recreation, the Chippewa and Eau This guide will help you navigate hazards
Claire Rivers have for centuries provided safely, learn about our excellent rivers, and
residents with many of life’s necessities: see Eau Claire from a whole new - watery -
water, hydropower, jobs, transportation, a perspective. The Chippewa River Water Trail
place for contemplation, and, yes, fun. flows 2.7 miles through the heart of Eau
Claire so get out your canoe, kayak, or “tube”
While floating on the river you’ll experience and experience the beauty, history, and fun
clean water that supports a complex aquatic ~ of our urban waterways.
ecosystem - several fish, mollusk, and plant




