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Although 2021 might have felt like a scene 
straight out of the movie Groundhog Day,  
there were certainly bright spots to be found as 
we continued to wade through the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic along with our community 
and country. Being resilient and expecting  
the unexpected remained the most-needed  
attributes for all.

History teaches us all that tough times will pass, 
and we will undoubtedly find positive ways to 
learn and improve as a result of the last two 
years. Here are a few of the highlights that made 
2021 a memorable year despite the many  
obstacles in our paths:

awards

September 2021:

Illinois Association of Museums,  

Superior Achievement Award/Special Projects

The Churchville Schoolhouse: A Retrospective documentary,  

created by Daniel Lund, Curator of Collections

September 2021:

Illinois Association of Museums,  

Award of Excellence/COVID Response 

Churchville Schoolhouse Virtual Field Trips, developed by  

Jessie Wandersee, Supervisor of Education Services

JANUARY 374 people viewed the online presentation 

The Great Depression’s Impact on Chicagoland by  

historian Dominic Pacyga.

FEBruary 599 guests participated in a virtual Gallery 

Talk exploring the Together We Cannot Fail: Overcoming 

the Great Depression exhibit. 

march 315 folks tuned in for the War of the Worlds 

radio play performed by GreenMan Theatre Troupe.

april 127 participants watched historian Leslie Goddard’s 

online portrayal of Eleanor Roosevelt.

may 264 people took an online tour of the EHM galleries 

as part of the Your City @Home series of virtual field 

trips at Chicago area cultural institutions.

june 62 friends dropped in for our first Museum Maker 

Monday of the summer.

july 105 participants viewed the online lecture  

Apollo 10: Dress Rehearsal for the Moon.

august Nearly 100 music enthusiasts enjoyed an out-

door concert of Vince Guaraldi tunes performed by the 

Chris White Duo to celebrate Snoopy Soars with NASA.

september 236 fans turned out for the Vintage 

Baseball Game at Elmhurst University, and 1,013 thirsty 

supporters attended the Elmhurst Heritage Foundation’s 6th 

Annual Craft Beer Fest on the museum grounds.

october 37 daring participants joined the Haunted 

History Tour exploring the Glos Mansion and local cemeteries  

after dark.

november 102 guests experienced private exhibit 

tours hosted by the Elmhurst Heritage Foundation for  

An Ever-Widening Circle: Elmhurst University at 150.

december 169 local students participated in the Kid-

Story history program in their classrooms marking a careful 

return to in-person school programming.

highlights exhibits
2021: 
our history continues 

EHM Staff, May 2021

The Elmhurst History Museum continued to support our mission and engage with the community by offering an eclectic variety of exhibits 

in 2021. Despite limited visitation due to COVID-19 protocols, two in-house exhibits, one national touring exhibit plus our core Elmhurst 

history exhibit (By All Accounts: The History of Elmhurst) were presented and explored in 2021.

To start out the year, Together We Cannot Fail: 

Overcoming the Great Depression took a deep 

dive into the causes, challenges, and long-term effects 

of one of our country’s most difficult eras: the Great 

Depression in the 1930s. The exhibit, developed and 

designed by Curator of Exhibits Dan Bartlett, interwove  

the national story with local aspects including rare photos  

and artifacts related to the Civilian Conservation Corps,  

the response of government, the impact on local  

businesses, and the rise of community support  

organizations during that tumultuous decade.

In summer, EHM turned to the skies with a new touring  

exhibit from the Charles M. Schulz Museum. To the 

Moon: Snoopy Soars with NASA landed in the 

gallery in June and attracted visitors from across the 

Chicago area with its heart-warming story of Snoopy’s 

long-term relationship with the U.S. space program. 

The exhibit was supplemented with another related  

exhibit which was installed outdoors on the lawn. 

Destination Moon: The Apollo 11 Mission from SITES 

(Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service)  

shared details on the historic 1969 mission when  

Neil Armstrong took man’s first steps on the moon.

In fall, the museum collaborated with our hometown 

university to present another in-house exhibit, An Ever- 

Widening Circle: Elmhurst University at 150,  

in honor of the school’s sesquicentennial. The exhibit 

and related programming provided an opportunity to 

collaborate with the EU faculty, students, staff, and 

alumni to depict the journey of Elmhurst’s respected 

and beloved institution of higher learning.

TO THE MOON:
SNOOPY SOARS  

WITH NASA



To engage people with  
history through thoughtful  
collection, enlightening  
exhibits, and diverse  
educational experiences.

Staff
As of December 2021 

Dave Oberg 
  Director 

Dan Bartlett 
  Curator of Exhibits

Nancy Himmes 
  Administrative Assistant

Daniel Lund 
  Curator of Collections

Board Members 
As of December 2021

Peggy Babyar 
   President 

George Szczepaniak 
   Vice President 

Jean B. Baker
   Secretary 

John DeVries 
   Treasurer 

Honorary Board Members 

Janet Hodge Val Stewart 

Mission

Patrice Roche 
  Marketing &  
  Communications  
  Specialist 

Jessie Wandersee 
  Supervisor of  
  Education Services

Jane Grossman 
  Weekend Coordinator

Mike Baker
Nora Baxtrom
Ellen Braun
Rob Butler
Kelly Carpenter
Cathy Jordan
Michael LoCicero
Jake Meding
Ann Palumbo
Joyce Slone
Darlene Van Meir
Yeena Yoo 

The Collections staff, led by Curator Daniel Lund, continued the 

ongoing work of managing, organizing, digitizing, and overall care 

for the EHM collection. Some of the various projects accomplished  

in 2021 included:

       The History in Focus video series continued in 2021 with  

       five new installments on Lost Landmarks of Elmhurst,  

       Elmhurst architecture, Veterans organizations, the 1936 Cen- 

       tennial Celebration, and the history of Elmhurst University.

       Digital copies of numerous York High School yearbooks  

       were added to our website.

       Weekly Throwback Thursday posts featuring photos from  

       Elmhurst’s past reached a total of 176,338 Facebook followers  

       on social media. 

       History Highlights articles were added to the museum’s  

       website, covering topics such as the Case Cherry Farm,  

       the Great Chicago Fire, Hill Cottage Tavern, and Wilder Mansion. 

       Quarterly History Spotlight displays were added to the  

       By All Accounts: The Story of Elmhurst exhibit featuring  

       information about Elmhurst Hospital, a 1940’s Lions Club event,  

      a display about early domestic cleaning appliances,  

       and York Theatre.

2021 Notable Donations to the Collection:

       A travel trunk that belonged to  

       Emma Schween Glos (sister of  

       Lucy Glos and wife of Jacob Glos). 

       A decorated piece of plywood  

       from Tannin’s Wine Bar during  

       June 2020 Black Lives Matter protests.

       A painting of Salt Creek by the noted late   

       artist Keith Achepohl from Lincoln School. 

Faced with the continuing challenges presented by the ongoing 

pandemic, public programming forged ahead in 2021 by adapting 

to virtual formats developed over the last two years. As patrons  

became more comfortable using technologies from Zoom to  

YouTube, prerecorded video lectures, live performances, gallery talks,  

and online book discussions provided much-needed learning 

opportunities for interested participants. As the year progressed, 

in-person programming with attendance limited to enhance safety 

cautiously started to return.

A sampling of the year’s diverse program offerings included curator’s  

gallery talks, the War of the Worlds radio play with GreenMan 

Theatre, Songs of the Great Depression music program by  

Dean Milano, a remote lecture on the Space Race, Museum Maker 

Mondays and a Lunar Cartooner Workshop for kids in summer,  

a fascinating presentation on the Great Chicago Fire, a walking tour  

of the Elmhurst University arboretum, and an off-site book discussion  

and tour at the Aurora Fire Museum. 

A noteworthy new tool developed by our educator was a new 

Mobile Tour App for self-guided tours and interactive gallery 

activities. This new technology expanded learning opportunities  

to connect with audiences both in the galleries and outdoors in  

the community.

With traditional field trips on hiatus for of the 2021 school year, our 

Supervisor of Education Services, Jessie Wandersee, continued to 

provide teachers and students with flexible programming that was 

adapted to a virtual format. The KidStory artifact-based program 

was presented to young students, often via Google Classroom.  

A virtual tour and live interaction with the Schoolmarm also proved 

to be popular for remote learners, and students were able to get a 

glimpse at what life was like in the Churchville One-Room School-

house in the early 1900s. In all, 1,360 schoolchildren were served by 

our educator through these programs.

In addition to schools, local scout troops were able to take advantage  

of EHM educational programs. In 2021, 123 children were served 

as troops took part in programming at the museum and the 

Churchville Schoolhouse as well as virtually.

PROGRAMS

collection & research

education

o

o
o

o
o

o
o
o

The most popular 

Throwback Thursday 

post of 2021 was this 

photo of the Elmhurst 

Shopping Plaza, c. 1960s  

which reached 7,035 

social media users. 



In lieu of exhibit opening receptions, the Foundation 

held a number of special after-hours tours for 

Members and Donors to safely welcome them to the 

museum in small groups to learn more about exhibits 

and interact with board members.

EHF presented a well-attended Vintage Baseball 

Game in September at Elmhurst University to celebrate  

the school’s 150th anniversary.

The year-end Annual Fund Campaign provided 

another source of grassroots financial support for  

the museum.

The Foundation provided an annual grant to the 

museum which provided critical funding for exhibits, 

programs, special events, and key projects throughout 

the year.

The Membership Committee published three 

newsletters as a key communication tool and  

valued benefit of the Membership Program.

The Development Committee procured a record 

number of exhibit sponsorships from local  

businesses including Community Bank of Elmhurst, 

Feze Roofing, Christopher Burke Engineering Ltd., 

Itasca Bank, Lakeside Bank, John Noldan-Guaranteed  

Rate, Storino, Ramello & Durkin Attorneys at Law 

and Suburban Bank & Trust Co. 

The 2021 Elmhurst Craft Beer Fest received a 

record number of sponsors and sold more than 

1,000 tickets, raising essential funds to support the 

museum’s exhibits and programs. 

Keith & Irmgard Olson
Richard Rafanelli
Cathy Siegerdt
Val Stewart
Darlene Van Meir,  
  in memory of  
  Edward Van Meir
John & Barbara Weiser

Donors
($1 – $249)
Jane Ahrens
Nektarios &  
  Athena Arvanitis
Ken & Marge Bartels
Dennis Beckmann
Enzo & Lee Berti,  
  in memory of our  
  parents David &  
  Claudia Burgener
Mark & Jackie Bussert
Rob Butler &  
  Phyllis Soybel
Lester & Sarah Caltvedt
Frank & Debra Catalano
Anne Chilstrom
Joyce Chipain
Community Bank  
  of Elmhurst
Dave Crevie
Ed & Jan Dorner
Stephen &  
  Francine Erenburg
Gene & Jane Evans
John Fagan
John & Dorothy Falduto
Pie Ferranco
Roy & Lucy Fisher
Annelle Fletcher
Peggy Fox
Julie Gleixner
Bill & Barbara Gooch,  
  in memory of  
  Brenda Gooch
Judy Greaves
Kim Griffith
Margarete Gross
Richard Grosser
Emil Haddad, in memory  
  of Jackie Haddad
James & Carol Hallberg
Karen Heerwagen
Gloria Hehr
Linda Herff
Mary Anne Himmes &  
  Tom Theis

EHF Members

Supporting Members
Duane & Margaret Bell
Jeff & Ellen Braun
Linda Fairlamb 
Willis & Shirley Johnson
Frank &  
  Charlotte Mushow
Doug & Cindy Peterson
Gordon Snyder 
Tom Tyler &  
  Chris Bobowski
Kevin & Jill York

Honorary Lifetime 
Members
Brian Bergheger
Nancy Wilson

Members
Jacques &  
  Mary Pat Abramski
Jane Ahrens
Betsy Aldred
Amy Allen 
David & Gail Anderson
Marilyn Arado 
Tom & Peggy Babyar
Mike & Barb Baker
Jean Baker  
Jerry & Diane Balin
Helen Barnes 
Ken & Marge Bartels
Kevin & Nora Baxtrom
Terren & Chloe Berg
Pauline Bonze 
Tom & Joanie Borchert
H. David Brummer
Mark & Jackie Bussert
Rob Butler &  
  Phyllis Soybel
Lester & Sarah Caltvedt
Ryan & Kelly Carpenter
Larry & Carla Carroll
Peggy Cashman
Carla Castle 
Anne Chilstrom 
Jimmy & Elizabeth Collins
James Cooper
Dave Crevie 
Pete Cruger
Joseph D’Amato 
Janet Davis 
John & Linda DeVries
Lisa Dimberg 
John Dispensa III
Ed & Jan Dorner

Janice Dreger 
Robert Dunn
Judy Ekblad
Stephen &  
  Francine Erenburg
Gene Evans
John Fagan 
Nancy Fako
John & Dorothy Falduto
Pie Ferranco 
Jim & Linda Fischer
Arthur & Linda Fischer
Doug Fitzgerald &  
  Karen Clausius
Annelle Fletcher 
Peggy Fox
Donna Fredrickson
Judith Fuchsen 
Rich Gloff 
Bill & Barbara Gooch
Jim Grabowski
Kim Griffith 
Margarete Gross 
Richard Grosser 
James & Carol Hallberg
Bart Halleman 
Don Haraf &  
  Karen Pachyn
Karen Heerwagen 
Gloria Hehr 
Carolyn Heiney 
Pat Heisler 
Blanche Hill 
Janet Hodge
Cathy Hoffman
Lola Hotchkis 
Gerald Hughes 
Randy & Francesca Irion
Herbert & Nancy Jackson
Don & Carol Jacobsen
Carol Jamieson 
Tim Jans &  
  Cynthia Smith-Jans
Jane Jegerski 
Cathy & Phil Jordan
Andy & Catherine Jugle
Jim Karpus 
Mona Kasper
Evan & Francine Kayes
Diana Keich 
Tom & Anne Klein
Rob & Cheryl Kopecky
Carolyn LaChance
Charles & Betty Laliberte
Scott Levin &  
  Marisa Mancini

Jerry & Gail Lewicki
Sheila Lewis
Elaine Libovicz
Greg & Ellen Lippert
Amy Lippert 
Zach LoCicero 
Mike & Peggy LoCicero
Mark &  
  Kathleen Lundberg
Ted Maas &  
  Martha Minkema
Bob & Mary Mallon
Jo Ann Mathiesen 
Luann Mazza 
Eric & Julie McMillian
Jake Meding &  
  Annice Coughlan
Shazad Mehta 
Frank & Lu Milianti
Jan Montalbano
Kathy Mullen 
Mark & Barb Mulliner
Brian Murphy
Mary Balgemann Ng
Bradley &  
  Krista Nunemaker
Dave & Sonali Oberg
Ellen O’Hara 
Kevin & Cathy O’Keeffe
Keith & Irmgard Olson
Tim & Ann Palumbo
Ione Piche 
Arthur Pitz
Naomi Poltrock 
Bess Prazak
Margaret Franson Pruter  
  & Robert Pruter 
John Quigley 
Bob & Pauline Rasho
S. Louis Rathje &  
  Maria Rosa Costanzo
Gerald & Anita Rawlish
Nathan & Tracy Ries
Patrice Roche
Rich Rosenberg
Mike & Sue Sadowski
Ken Schmidt 
Jim Schumacher 
Barbara Scott 
Cathy Siegerdt 
Joyce Slone
Susan Smentek &  
  Keith Baumann
Paul St Onge 
Jean Stapleton 

Val Stewart 
June Stromwall 
George &  
  Barb Szczepaniak
Frank Troost
William & Mary Tupper
Ray & Genie Urick
Darlene Van Meir 
Kurt & Leslie Van Meir 
Charlie & Cindy Van Slyke
Richard Voss 
Daniel &  
  Marianne Wachholz
Melva Walker 
Jess Wandersee
Mark Weigel 
John & Barbara Weiser
Gail & Janice Wernette
Steven Willuweit 
Mary Grace Zawila

Gold Donors 
($1,000+)
Art Ahlgrim
Alben F. Bates & Clara G.  
  Bates Foundation
Hodge Family Fund of the  
  DuPage Foundation
Dave & Sonali Oberg

Silver Donors 
($250 – $999)
Tom & Peggy Babyar
Mike & Barb Baker
Jean Baker, in memory of  
  Philip C. & Jean L. Baker
Tom & Alice Bartlett
Kevin & Nora Baxtrom
Brian Bergheger &  
  Carol Doyle
Rita Borzym
Jeff & Ellen Braun
James Cooper
John & Linda DeVries
Janice Gehrke
Robb Gibson
Don & Carol Jacobsen
Willis & Shirley Johnson
Rob & Cheryl Kopecky
Mike & Peggy LoCicero
Tom & Mimi Marcucci
Deanne Mazzochi
Frank & Charlotte Mushow

The museum is grateful to the Elmhurst Heritage Foundation for their ongoing efforts to support the Elmhurst History Museum  

and Churchville Schoolhouse through advocacy, education, and fundraising. A highlight of the year was the return of the Elmhurst  

Craft Beer Fest in September, and beer lovers turned out in a big way to enjoy one of the most successful fests to date. Here are  

just a few of the notable accomplishments of this hard-working and dedicated board of volunteers this past year. 

 2021 EHF Notable Accomplishments

EHF Donors



In Kind Donors
Community Bank of  
  Elmhurst
Currito
Elmhurst Auto Clinic
Elmhurst City Centre
Elmhurst Independent/ 
  RV Publishing
Hamburger Heaven
HB Jones
Roberto’s Ristorante
Special T Unlimited
Title Boxing Club
Tree Towns Imaging &  
  Color Graphics
US Foods
York Tavern

Community &  
Exhibit Partners
Aurora Regional  
  Fire Museum
Ken Bartels
Cernan Earth and  
  Space Center
Churchville Cemetery  
  Association
City of Elmhurst
Community Bank of  
  Elmhurst
Comcast
John Dispensa III
DuPage Foundation
DuPage Convention &  
  Visitors Bureau
Eagle Scout Troop #117B
Elmhurst Art Museum
Elmhurst Chamber of  
  Commerce & Industry
Elmhurst City Centre
Elmhurst Fire Department
Elmhurst University
Elmhurst Community  
  Unit School Dist. 205
Elmhurst Park District
Elmhurst Public Library
Etown Lowdown
Forest Preserve District of  
  DuPage County
Ghost Head Soup
GreenMan Theatre
Mike LoCicero
Midwest SOARRING
Bill Pearch
PINTS
Heidi Roberts
Katelyn Thurnall
Village of Bensenville
Nathan Yang

Alpine Creek Dental
Bartlett Tree Experts
Beerhead Bar & Eatery
Broida and Nichele, Ltd.
CB Health Insurance
Christopher B. Burke 
Engineering, Ltd.
Community Bank of  
  Elmhurst
Compass –  
  Kelly Stetler Real Estate
DBA Devries  
  Animal Hospital
DiCianni Graphics
DuPage Foundation
Edward Jones Investments
Elmhurst Brewing Co.
Elmhurst Dermatology
Elmhurst Hall
Elmhurst Tail Gate, Inc.
Gia Mia’s
Guaranteed Rate –  
  John Noldan
Hauert Law Office
Hinton Agency –  
  Farmer’s Insurance
Ken Bartels Consulting
Kilwins Elmhurst
Kelly & Holly Kost
Lakeside Bank
Lance CPA Group
Lexington Square  
  Senior Living
Makinney Group of  
  @properties
McGrath Lexus
Mehta Motors Inc.
Michael V. LoCicero  
  Atty. at Law
My Mechanic
Power Mart – PMCO
R.A. Peterson Company
Roberto’s Ristorante
Sal’s Beverage World
Slone Commercial LLC
Storino, Ramello and  
  Durkin
Suburban Bank & Trust,  
  A Wintrust Co.
Tapville Social
The Fynn
The Peak of Dentistry –  
  Kurt Carlson DMD
Top Dog Retreat
Tree of Life Wellness Center

Peggy Babyar
Jean Baker
Mike Baker
Nora Baxtrom
Ellen Braun
Kelly Carpenter
Melissa Danielczyk
Sandy Denninger
Paige Detzler
John DeVries
Judy Ekblad
John Fennell
Annelle Fletcher
Peggy Fox
Camille Gallo
Jeff Grant
Alex Greene
Calvin Greene
Ethan Gruener
Janet Hodge
Randy Irion
Cathy Jordan
Tyler Koenigsberger
Tim Lambert
Dena Lentsch
Jerry Lewicki
Eric Lill
Mike LoCicero
Jake Meding
Chloee Moroney
Irmgard Olson
Ann Palumbo
Lazar Radonjic
Robert Rafanelli
Cathy Siegerdt
Joyce Slone
George Szczepaniak
Darlene Van Meir
Nancy Wilson
Yeena Yoo

EHM  
Volunteers

Exhibit 
Sponsors

Event 
Sponsors

George &  
  Barb Szczepaniak
Jack & Marlene Tegmeyer
Kurian Thottupuram
Allen & Karen Unger
Ray & Genie Urick
Richard Voss
Ernie & Suzanne Werle
Gail & Janice Wernette
Nancy Wilson
Peter & Julie Wirth
Stan & Mary Grace Zawila

Legacy Circle
Janet Hodge
Randy & Francesca Irion
Cheryl Kopecky
Mike & Peggy LoCicero
Joyce Slone
Val Stewart

Restricted Gifts
Anonymous
Mike & Peggy LoCicero
Patrick & Julie Sheehan

IMLS Collections  
  Assessment for  
  Preservation Grant

Platinum Sponsor
Feze Roofing 

Silver Sponsors
Christopher B. Burke  
  Engineering, Ltd.
Community Bank  
  of Elmhurst
Guaranteed Rate –  
  John Noldan
Itasca Bank & Trust Co.
Lakeside Bank
Storino, Ramello and  
  Durkin
Suburban Bank & Trust,  
  A Wintrust Co.

Bronze Sponsors
Michael V. LoCicero  
  Atty. at Law

Friend Sponsor
Ken Bartels Consulting

Sally Hoffman
Don & Deborah Hollstein
Monica Iacono
Herbert & Nancy Jackson
Cathy & Phil Jordan
Andy & Catherine Jugle
Mona Kasper
Evan & Francine Kayes
Diana Keich, in memory  
  of John P. Keich
Bruce & Julie Keller
Jim & Michelle Kennedy
Tom & Anne Klein
Philip Knoeppel
Walter Larkin
Eric Lee &  
  Susan Langosch
Keith & Sheila Lewis
Elaine Libovicz
Bill & Linda Lyman
Ted Maas &  
  Martha Minkema
Bob & Mary Mallon
Martha Ibbetson Chapter  
  NSDAR, in memory of  
  Ruthanne Baird
Jo Ann Mathiesen
Frank & Lu Milianti,  
  in honor of Jean Baker
Jennifer Mills
John & Karen Nishimura,  
  in memory of  
  Richard J. Arado
Bradley &  
  Krista Nunemaker
Rick & Jane Nunemaker
Tim & Ann Palumbo
James & Mary Parker
Bob & Dianne Patterson
Ralph &  
  Georgette Pechanio
Doug & Cindy Peterson
Arthur & Suzanne Pitz
Carole Poltrock
Naomi Poltrock
Chuck &  
  Bessmarie Prazak
John Quigley
Gerald & Anita Rawlish
Mike & Sue Sadowski
Harry &  
  Claudette Sanderson
Jim Schumacher
Gerry Sczygiel
Vince & Joann Spaeth
Paul St. Onge
Jean Stapleton
Alan & Virginia Stewart
Peter Sutterlin &  
  Karen Kostas

Cover photo:  
The Elmhurst Bluejay mascot 
visits EHM, September 2021.

New Little Libraries

Grants
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