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CELEBRATING CHICAGO’S FAMOUS FOODS



INDUSTRY AWARDS &  
GRANTS

2022 Award of Excellence, Illinois Association of  

Museums, Community Partnerships 

For collaborative work with Elmhurst University in honor of  

their sesquicentennial including exhibit and related programs.

March 2022:

Illinois Public Museum Capital Grant 

For creation of a public performance space on museum  

campus (slated for completion in 2024).

13,939 total patrons served

6,772 visitors explored our exhibits 

5,481 people participated in  

on-site programs and special events

1,077 beer lovers attended the 

Elmhurst Craft Beer Fest in September

1,000 foodie fans converged on our lawn  

for the Picnic on Park in July

784 students experienced our Portable  

History Programs in their classrooms 

500 friends were involved in the 

November Day of the Dead Celebration 

416 children took part in living history  

programs at the Churchville Schoolhouse

360 participants toured the Elmhurst-

Chicago Stone Quarry in October

150 guests experienced the Graveside 

Stories Cemetery Walk in October

133 fans watched the Vintage Baseball Game 

at Elmhurst University in June

104 research inquiries were handled

     1 painting of Elmhurst resident 

      Jane Byrd Bryan by renowned 

      painter G.P.A. Healy was 

      restored and returned to the 

      museum for permanent display

By the numbers
2022: 
Back Down to Business  

As we look back on highlights from 2022, it is 
hopeful to see the museum get back down to  
our core business of engaging the community 
with history in many ways. The Elmhurst History  
Museum team bounced back in 2022 with a 
return to a full exhibition schedule and robust 
program offerings. Conditions related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic eased, and the Elmhurst 
History Museum team was in full swing with more 
in-person programming, school field trips, and an 
uptick in foot traffic that was welcomed by all. 

Here are just a few of the interesting numbers 
from a year that took our audiences on an eclectic  
journey through history. In 2022, we traveled 
back in time to learn about the indigenous prairie 
people of northern Illinois; we took a nostalgic trip 
through Chicago’s culinary history—from pizza  
to hot dogs and Rainbow Cones—to consider 
the city’s best-known foods; and we ended the 
year with an insightful and powerful retrospective 
featuring the stories of local immigrants to consider  
what it means to be an American.



exhibits

February 4 – June 5, 2022:

People of the Prairie: 12,000 Years in DuPage County  

The Elmhurst History Museum continued to support our 

mission to engage with the community by offering a diverse 

selection of exhibits throughout the year. 2022 opened with 

People of the Prairie: 12,000 Years in DuPage County, which 

explored indigenous life in this area from the Ice Age through 

the establishment of the Cottage Hill settlement now known  

as Elmhurst. This exhibit offered opportunities for curriculum- 

aligned field trips and included many fascinating artifacts and 

interactive displays.

October 28, 2022 – May 14, 2023

In Pursuit of Happiness: Immigrants in Our Communities  

In fall of 2022, In Pursuit of Happiness: Immigrants in Our 

Communities took a comprehensive look at the changing 

tapestry of people who call the western suburbs home. The 

exhibit showcased the immigration stories of many residents 

of DuPage County through interviews and the objects they 

shared to be displayed in the exhibit. This exhibit continues its 

run through May of 2023.

June 24 – October 2, 2022

Eat Your Heart Out: Iconic Chicagoland Foods  

Following the museum’s tradition of taking a look at the lighter 

side of history in summertime, in June Eat Your Heart Out: 

Iconic Chicagoland Foods opened to enthusiastic response 

from both history and foodie fans across the region. The exhibit 

was a celebration of the culinary delights that are Chicago 

trademarks with a spotlight on the “big three”: pizza, hot dogs, 

and Italian beef. The exhibit garnered significant foot traffic and 

publicity during its popular run with more than 3,400 visitors.

Ongoing Exhibit:

By All Accounts: The Story of Elmhurst

Of special note is that several enhancements to the By All Accounts: The Story of  

Elmhurst exhibit in our second-floor gallery were initiated in 2022. A portion of  

People of the Prairie was adapted to create a new introduction to our core exhibit,  

providing an important facet of our local history that precedes white European  

settlement in the area. In addition, the exhibit’s mini-theatre was enhanced with the  

addition of a selection of staff-produced short videos for viewing.   

IN
PURSUIT OF
HAPPINESS:



The Education market made a slow post-Covid return in the Spring  

of 2022 with 416 children visiting the Churchville One-Room 

Schoolhouse for living history programs. A noted trend was  

the rise in Portable Programs which are provided by museum  

educators in the classroom, and 784 students were served at 

area schools through this offering. A new program was developed  

for the People of the Prairie exhibit and proved to be popular  

with teachers, and it has been added to the regular roster.

In the summer, EHM’s sold-out Museum Explorer Camp was 

back in place with a full week of fun STEAM-focused activities  

for curious kids in grades 2 – 5.

education

The Museum’s Supervisor of Education Services, Jessie Wandersee,  

spearheaded the effort to return to normalcy with a diverse 

offering of Public Programs for audiences of all ages. Many of 

these learning opportunities were designed to connect with 

exhibit themes, and a few seasonal favorites returned as well.  

Some of the key programs and special events from 2022 included:

       In Spring, EHM hosted Spring Break activities for families  

       including an Atlatl to Archery Workshop and a Three  

      Sisters gardening program. Museum Day returned in  

       May with authentic Native American dancers and musicians.

       Summertime activities included a Family Pizza-Making  

      Workshop, Iconic Chicago Foods lecture, a visit from  

       the Sandwich King, and a festive Picnic on Park that  

       welcomed the Oscar Meyer Wiener Mobile and Rainbow Cone  

       truck to the museum campus along with approximately  

       1,000 people.

       Fall’s programming was led by special events that included  

       the Graveside Stories Cemetery Walk with GreenMan  

       Theatre Troupe, an amazing Day of the Dead Celebration  

       led by Immigrant Solidarity DuPage, and the Immigration  

       Stories Showcase at the Elmhurst Public Library. The highly- 

       anticipated Elmhurst Quarry Tour in October, which sold  

       out in minutes, enabled more than 360 ticketholders to  

       take a rare behind-the-scenes tour of the facility.

PROGRAMS

o

o

o



To engage people with  
history through thoughtful  
collection, enlightening  
exhibits, and diverse  
educational experiences.

Staff
As of December 2022 

Dave Oberg 
  Executive Director 

Sarah Cox 
  Curator of Exhibits

Jane Grossman 
  Weekend Coordinator

Daniel Lund 
  Curator of Collections

Board Members 
As of December 2022

Peggy Babyar 
   President 

George Szczepaniak 
   Vice President 

Jean B. Baker
   Secretary 

John DeVries 
   Treasurer 

Honorary Board Members 

Janet Hodge 
Randy Irion

Cathy Siegerdt
Val Stewart 

Mission

Marnie O’Reilly 
  Administrative Assistant

Patrice Roche 
  Marketing &  
  Communications  
  Specialist 

Maris Rosenfeld 
  Education Assistant

Jessie Wandersee 
  Supervisor of 
  Education Services

Mike Baker 
Nora Baxtrom
Ellen Braun
Rob Butler
Kelly Carpenter
Ami ElShareif
Cathy Jordan
Michael LoCicero
Jake Meding
Ann Palumbo
Andrea Pokrefke
Joyce Slone
Darlene Van Meir
Yeena Yoo

The Collections staff, led by Curator Daniel Lund, continued the 

ongoing work of managing, organizing, digitizing, and caring for 

the Elmhurst History Museum’s collection. Some of the projects 

accomplished in 2022 included:

       A major achievement in 2022 was the implementation of the  

       CatalogIt Hub, a new collections database with more than  

       6,000 photographs available for public viewing on our website.

       Another key achievement was the restoration of the G.P.A.  

      Healy portrait of Jane Byrd Bryan, which was acquired  

       by the museum in 2020 with private funding and assistance from  

       the Elmhurst Heritage Foundation. The painting was painstakingly  

       restored over the past two years and will be officially unveiled  

       in April 2023 and installed permanently in the By All Accounts  

       exhibit later this year.

       Weekly Throwback  

       Thursday posts continued  

       to be the museum’s most  

       popular social media stars.  

       The most popular post was a  

       photo of the Yankee Doodle  

       Dandy restaurant circa 1970  

       which garnered a reach of 

       more than 15,000.

       A new Elmhurst History in Focus video on Elmhurst  

       restaurants was created as a feature in the Eat Your Heart Out  

       exhibit and was added to this popular series on our YouTube  

       channel. 

       History Spotlight rotating displays were added to the By All  

       Accounts: The Story of Elmhurst exhibit. New topics included  

       the Elmhurst Kiwanis Club, a history of catalog/kit homes, and  

       a feature on the incorporation of Elmhurst as a village in 1882.

2022 Notable Donations to the Collection:

       A WWI-era naval ensign jacket belonging to Elmhurst  

       resident Royal Burtis.

       A large selection of Elmhurst University artifacts.

       A scrapbook detailing the history of the Weaver-Young  

       Dodge car dealership.

       A large collection of Elmhurst Fire Department records.

collection & research
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The Elmhurst Craft Beer Fest was once again  

the year’s highpoint with 1,077 attendees and more  

than 53 sponsors, raising key funds for future 

exhibits, programs, and other enhancements.

More than 130 people joined in the old-fashioned  

fun at the Vintage Baseball Game at Elmhurst  

University in the classic “town vs. gown” matchup.

The Elmhurst Heritage Foundation provided a 

generous annual grant to the museum which 

provided critical funding for programs, exhibits 

and more.

The Foundation celebrated Members and Donors  

with a special April event that included dancing  

to the popular Neverly Brothers band.

EHF Members
Supporting Members
Linda Fairlamb 
Tim Jans &  
  Cynthia Smith-Jans
Charlotte Mushow
Doug & Cindy Peterson
Kevin Raica
Gordon Snyder 
Kevin & Jill York

Honorary Lifetime 
Members
Brian Bergheger
Nancy Himmes 
Nancy Wilson

Members
Jacques &  
  Mary Pat Abramski
Jane Ahrens
Amy Allen 
David & Gail Anderson
Marilyn Arado 
Tom & Peggy Babyar
Jean Baker
Mike & Barb Baker
Mary Balgemann Ng
Jerry Balin
Ken & Marge Bartels
Kevin & Nora Baxtrom
Pauline Bonze 
Tom Borchert
David & Nicole Braun
Jeff & Ellen Braun
David Brummer
Mark & Jackie Bussert
Rob Butler &  
  Phyllis Soybel
Lester & Sarah Caltvedt
Charles & Judi Camacho 
Ryan & Kelly Carpenter
Larry Carroll
Carla Castle 
James Cooper
Barb Cozzi
Dave Crevie 
Pete Cruger
Joseph D’Amato
Erika D’Amato 
Janet Davis 
John & Linda DeVries
Lisa Dimberg
JoAnn Dining
John Dispensa III
Ed & Jan Dorner
Janice Dreger 
Robert Dunn
Judy Ekblad

The Elmhurst History Museum is fortunate to have a dedicated source of support provided by the  

Elmhurst Heritage Foundation. The Foundation’s guidance and financial assistance ensures that the Elmhurst  

History Museum and the Churchville One-Room Schoolhouse will continue to thrive for years to come. 

Here are some of the successes for the Elmhurst Heritage Foundation in 2022: 

The Foundation hosted after-hours exhibit 

opening receptions for members, donors, and  

sponsors, including a special event in November 

with the Elmhurst Chamber of Commerce. 

The Foundation awarded the prestigious Alben F.  

Bates Award to Feze Roofing, Thomas Marcucci,  

and Pints-Elmhurst.

The Foundation continued to manage the 

museum’s membership program offering 

special benefits and activities in support of  

the museum.

The year-end annual appeal invited donors  

to support our local community gems and  

received a generous response.

The Development Committee marketed and  

procured a record number of platinum, 

gold, and silver sponsorships in support  

of the museum’s exhibits program.



Ken & Marge Bartels
Dennis Beckmann
David & Alouise Brummer
Janice Caudy, in memory  
  of Ruth Komendanchik
Joyce Chipain
Dave Crevie
John & Linda DeVries
Gene & Jane Evans
Pie Ferranco
Lucy Fisher
Crystal Forbes, in memory  
  of Elizabeth Mary  
  Bruns Johnson
Laurene Giagnorio
Bill & Barbara Gooch
Judy Greaves
Kim Griffith
Emil Haddad, in memory  
  of Jackie Haddad
Karen Heerwagen
Gloria Hehr
George &  
  Nancy Himmes,  
  in memory of Philip &  
  Adabelle Roberts
Hinsdale Social Study Club
Don & Deborah Hollstein
Monica Iacono
Herbert & Nancy Jackson
Cathy & Phil Jordan
Andy & Catherine Jugle
Evan & Francine Kayes
Jim & Michelle Kennedy
Tom & Anne Klein
Keith Kubly on behalf of  
  Questers, Pioneer Pairs
Wally & Marcia Lagerwey
Walter Larkin
Eric Lee & Susan Langosch
Kelly Lauta on behalf of  
  Itty Bitty Knits Group,  
  in memory of  
  Robert Mucha
Keith & Sheila Lewis
Elaine Libovicz
Jerry & Gail Lewicki
Bill & Linda Lyman
Ted Maas &  
  Martha Minkema
Bob & Mary Mallon
Tom Marsh
Frank & Lu Milianti
Chris & Pat Moll
Charlotte Mushow
John & Karen Nishimura,  
  in memory of  
  Richard J. Arado
Bradley &  
  Krista Nunemaker

Stephen &  
  Francine Erenburg
Gene Evans
John Fagan 
Nancy Fako
John & Dorothy Falduto
Pie Ferranco 
Linda Fischer
Doug Fitzgerald &  
  Karen Clausius
Annelle Fletcher 
Peggy Fox
Donna Fredrickson
Judith Fuchsen 
Rich Gloff 
Bill & Barbara Gooch
Jim Grabowski
Kim Griffith 
Margarete Gross 
Richard Grosser 
James & Carol Hallberg
Bart Halleman 
Don Haraf &  
  Karen Pachyn
Karen Heerwagen 
Gloria Hehr 
Carolyn Heiney 
Blanche Hill 
Janet Hodge
Cathy Hoffman
Lola Hotchkis 
Gerald Hughes 
Randy & Francesca Irion
Herbert & Nancy Jackson
Don & Carol Jacobsen
Carol Jamieson 
Jane Jegerski 
Andy & Nancy Johnson 
Willis & Shirley Johnson
Cathy & Phil Jordan
Andy & Catherine Jugle
John & Mona Kasper
Evan & Francine Kayes
Diana Keich
Barbara Kellerstrass
Carolyn Kimble
Tom & Anne Klein
Rob & Cheryl Kopecky
Carolyn LaChance
Marcia Lagerwey
Scott Levin &  
  Marisa Mancini
Jerry Lewicki
Sheila Lewis
Elaine Libovicz
Greg & Ellen Lippert
Amy Lippert 
Mike & Peggy LoCicero
Zack LoCicero
Lorraine Lopezzo 

Mark &  
  Kathleen Lundberg
Julia Lundgren
Martha Minkema
Bob & Mary Mallon
Mary Jo Margner 
Jo Ann Mathiesen 
Luann Mazza 
Jake Meding &  
  Annice Coughlan
Shazad Mehta 
Frank & Lu Milianti
Jan Montalbano
Kathy Mullen 
Mark & Barb Mulliner
Bradley &  
  Krista Nunemaker
Dave & Sonali Oberg
Barb O’Dean
Ellen O’Hara 
Keith & Irmgard Olson
Anthony Pacilli
Tim & Ann Palumbo
Ione Piche 
Arthur & Suzanne Pitz
Andrea Pokrefke
Naomi Poltrock 
Bess Prazak
Robert Pruter &  
  Margaret Franson Pruter 
John Quigley 
S. Louis Rathje &  
  Maria Rosa Costanzo
Gerald & Anita Rawlish
Nathan & Tracy Ries
Patrice Roche
Rich Rosenberg
Brad &  
  Shawna Roubitchek
Mike & Sue Sadowski
Marlene Scheibl
Ken Schmidt 
Jim Schumacher 
Barbara Scott 
Sonal Shah & Tejas Desai
Cathy Siegerdt 
Joyce Slone
Susan Smentek &  
  Keith Baumann
Paul St Onge 
Jean Stapleton 
Val Stewart 
June Stromwall 
George &  
  Barb Szczepaniak
Elaine Thomopoulos
Frank Troost
William & Mary Tupper
Tom Tyler &  
  Chris Bobowski

Ray & Genie Urick
Darlene Van Meir 
Charlie & Cindy Van Slyke
Richard Voss 
Daniel &  
  Marianne Wachholz
Melva Walker 
Mark Weigel 
John Weiser
Gail & Janice Wernette
Ann Woodward
Yeena Yoo
Mary Grace Zawila

Gold Donors 
($1,000+)
Alben F. Bates & Clara G.  
  Bates Foundation
Anonymous
Hodge Family Fund of the  
  DuPage Foundation
Larry Larkin
Dave & Sonali Oberg

Silver Donors 
($250 – $999)
Gary & Hilde Achepohl
Tom & Peggy Babyar
Jean Baker
Kevin & Nora Baxtrom
Brian Bergheger &  
  Carol Doyle
Jeff & Ellen Braun
James Cooper
Ed & Jan Dorner
Annelle Fletcher
Janice Gehrke
Brian & Shari Haug
Randy & Francesca Irion
Don & Carol Jacobsen
Rob & Cheryl Kopecky
Kelly & Holly Kost
Mike & Peggy LoCicero
Tom & Mimi Marcucci
Jane Nunemaker,  
  in memory of  
  Richard A. Nunemaker
Keith & Irmgard Olson
John Quigley
Dorothy Rafanelli Clat
Cathy Siegerdt
Valarie Stewart
Darlene Van Meir
John & Barbara Weiser

Donors
($1 – $249)
David & Gail Anderson

EHF Donors

Tim & Ann Palumbo
James & Mary Parker
Bob & Dianne Patterson
Ralph &  
  Georgette Pechanio
Arthur & Suzanne Pitz
Carole Poltrock
Naomi Poltrock
Chuck &  
  Bessmarie Prazak
S. Louis Rathje &  
  Maria Rosa Constanzo
Gerald & Anita Rawlish
Amy Reeter
Donna Reichold
Brad &  
  Shawna Roubitchek
Jim Schumacher
Gerry Sczygiel
Joyce Slone
Paul St. Onge
Jean Stapleton
John & Eileen Taflan
David & Karla Talbot
Marlene Tegmeyer 
David & Cathy Terrill, in  
  honor of Irmgard Olson
Kurian Thottupuram
Allen & Karen Unger
Ray & Genie Urick
Janice Vanek, in memory  
  of Frank Vanek and  
  Sgt. Joe Vanek
Daniel &  
  Marianne Wachholz
Melva Walker, in memory  
  of Harry Paul Ainscough
Ernie & Suzanne Werle
Gail & Janice Wernette
Don & Alyssa Williams
Nancy Wilson, in memory  
  of Virginia Stewart
Peter & Julie Wirth
Thomas Wolff, in memory  
  of Virginia Stewart
Stan & Mary Grace Zawila
Mary Zell
John Zmaczynksi

Legacy Circle
Janet Hodge
Randy & Francesca Irion
Cheryl Kopecky
Mike & Peggy LoCicero
Joyce Slone
Val Stewart

Restricted Gifts
Ken Bartels
Mike & Peggy LoCicero



DuPage Foundation
Illinois Public Museum   
  Capital Grant
Rotary Club of Elmhurst

Slone Commercial LLC
Stolper Insurance  
  Agency, Inc.
Storino, Ramello and  
  Durkin
Tree of Life  
  Wellness Center
York Chiropractic

In Kind Donors
Community Bank of  
  Elmhurst
Elmhurst Chamber of  
  Commerce
Elmhurst City Centre
Elmhurst Cool Cities  
  Coalition
Elmhurst Independent/ 
  Rock Valley Publishing
Elmhurst Park District
Hamburger Heaven
HB Jones/Gambinos Deli
Republic Services
Roberto’s Ristorante
Special T Unlimited
Tree Towns Imaging &  
  Color Graphics
US Foods
York Tavern

Community &  
Exhibit Partners
Addison Historical Society
Aurora Historical Society
Backyard Caucus
Bensenville Public Library
Yasmina Blackburn
Buona Beef
Elliot Collins  
  (GoKnapping.com)
Conrad Fischer 
  Elementary School
Downers Grove Museum
DuPage County  
  History Museum
Elk Grove  
  Historical Museum
Forest Preserve District of  
  DuPage County
Jeff Grant
Jackie Haddad-Tamer
Lucas Hawser
Jim Himmes
Nancy Himmes
Sharon Hoogstraten
Illinois State  
  Archaeological Survey

Alan Energy Services
Alpine Creek Dental
Beerhead Bar & Eatery
Bottle Theory
Broida and Nichele, Ltd.
Catalano & Associates, Inc.
Christopher B. Burke  
  Engineering, Ltd.
Community Bank of  
  Elmhurst
Compass –  
  Kelly Stetler Real Estate
Devries Animal Hospital
DiCianni Graphics
DuPage Foundation
Edward Jones Investments
Elmhurst Bank, a Wintrust  
  Community Bank
Elmhurst Brewing Co.
Elmhurst Tail Gate, Inc.
Gia Mia’s
Guaranteed Rate –  
  John Noldan
Hauert Law Office
Hinsdale Humane Society
Hinton Agency –  
  Farmers Insurance
JFTD, LLC
Katris Law Group
Kilwins Elmhurst
Lakeside Bank
Makinney Group of  
  @properties
McGrath Lexus
Mehta Motors Inc.
Michael V. LoCicero  
  Atty. at Law
My Mechanic
The Peak of Dentistry – 
  Kurt Carlson, DMD
PINTS – Elmhurst
Power Mart – PMCO
R.A. Peterson Company
Roberto’s Ristorante
Sal’s Beverage World
Eva Sanchez,  
  See Your House  
  Right Here @properties

Illinois State Museum
Immigrant Solidarity  
  DuPage
Interfaith Community for  
  Detained Immigrants (ICDI)
Larry Kinsella
LaSalle County  
  Historical Society
Ariana Leonard  
  (District 205)
Literacy DuPage
Logan Museum of  
  Anthropology at  
  Beloit College
Lombard  
  Historical Society
Lou Malnati’s Pizzeria
Dr. Rochelle Lurie
Mexican Cultural Center  
  DuPage
Kenneth Moy Jr.
Naper Settlement
The Original Rainbow Cone
Sara L. Pfannkuche,  
  Midwest Heritage  
  Resource Consultants
Portillo’s
Lazar Radonjic
Michael Roberts
Joseph “Zeke” Rupnick,  
  Chairman, Prairie Band  
  Potawatomi Nation
Joseph Standing Bear  
  Schranz and the Midwest  
  SOARRING Foundation
Michelle Simon,  
  AGM-Member Services,  
  Prairie Band  
  Potawatomi Nation
St. Demetrios Greek  
  Orthodox Church
St. Faustine Polish School
Angelina Tsakopoulos
Vienna Beef
Warrenville  
  Historical Society
West Chicago  
  City Museum
Nancy Wilson
World Relief Chicagoland
Xilin Asian Community  
  Center (Naperville)

Grants
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Thank you to our 
dedicated volunteers: 
Peggy Babyar
Jean Baker
Mike Baker
Kevin Baxtrom
Nora Baxtrom
Brian Bergheger
Kristi Blessing
Ellen Braun
Rob Butler
Kelly Carpenter
Melissa Danielczyk
Sandy Denninger
John DeVries
Riley Duwa
Judy Ekblad
John Fennell
Annelle Fletcher
Peggy Fox
Alexa Fulgencio
Camille Gallo
Jeff Grant
Calvin Greene
Ethan Gruener
Nancy Himmes
Janet Hodge
John Hosta
Randy Irion
Cathy Jordan
Tyler Koenigsberger
Tim Lambert
Dena Lentsch
Leah Lestina
Jerry Lewicki
Eric Lill
Mike LoCicero
Peggy LoCicero
Zack LoCicero
Jake Meding
Rob Moskal
Irmgard Olson
Judith O’Sullivan
Emma Owens
Ann Palumbo
Diana Payne
Andrea Pokrefke
Lazar Radonjic
Nanden Satyanarayan
Joyce Slone
George Szczepaniak
Darlene Van Meir
Gail Wernette
Nancy Wilson
Yeena Yoo

Event 
Sponsors

EHM  
Volunteers

Cover photos from  
Picnic on Park, July 2022.

Exhibit 
Sponsors

Platinum Sponsor

Silver Sponsors

 

 

  

 

Bronze Sponsors
Ken Bartels Consulting

Yeena Yoo

Friend Sponsor
House of Glass
Mehta Motors/ 
  My Car Wash

Mike’s Meat Market
Weiss-Kunz & Oliver, LLC


