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By the Numbers2023:
record breaking year

16,964 total patrons served

11,738 visitors explored our exhibits

5,087 guests participated in on-site
programs and special events

1,200 beer lovers attended the Elmhurst
Craft Beer Fest in September

1,078 students experienced our portable 
history programs in their classrooms

689 children enjoyed living history programs
at the Churchville One-Room Schoolhouse

500 bike enthusiasts converged on our lawn 
for Bike Bonanza in July

179 fans watched the Vintage Baseball Game 
at Elmhurst University in June

350 guests relished our captivating concert 
featuring the Chicago Immigrant Orchestra

76 reference requests were handled by the
collections staff

32 donations added 187 new artifacts and 
manuscripts to EHM’s collections

1 new interactive map table installed in By All
Accounts: The Story of Elmhurst

The Elmhurst History Museum was busier than ever in
2023! With a range of thought-provoking exhibits and
expanded public program offerings, the museum
enjoyed its highest attendance records to date. This
year saw a dramatic surge in new elementary school
field trips and portable programs, taking the museum
directly into the classroom. To offer diverse programs
that meet the needs of our community, we also ramped
up our groundbreaking efforts to engage seniors facing
memory challenges with our new “Memories Matter:
Senior Recollections” program, which we bring to area
nursing homes and memory care facilities.

Here are a few highlights from a year that took our
audiences on an eclectic journey through history: We
began 2023 with an insightful and powerful
retrospective on DuPage County’s growing diversity
featuring the stories of local immigrants. Taking full
advantage of the beautiful summer weather, we enjoyed
outdoor events at the museum, history bike rides
through town, and more with our summer bicycle
exhibit. The year then came to a close with a nostalgic
look into the evolution of department stores in the
Chicagoland area – visitors reminisced with their own
shopping experiences, especially leading into the
magical holiday season. 



exhibits

In Pursuit of Happiness: Immigrants in Our Communities

2023 started on a strong foot with the continuation of In Pursuit of
Happiness: Immigrants in Our Communities, a popular exhibit that was
paired with unique programming and events, including a riveting
performance by the Chicago Immigrant Orchestra and our Cultural
Crossroads Celebration, held in partnership with the York High School
International Club, Immigrant Solidarity DuPage, and the Xilin
Foundation. The exhibit showcased the immigration stories of many
residents of DuPage County through interviews and the objects they
shared to be displayed in the exhibit.

October 28, 2022 - May 14, 2023

The Bicycle: Two Wheels to Adventure

During the summer, EHM took a spin through the history of the bicycle with The Bicycle: Two
Wheels to Adventure. Visitors learned about the many ways this 19th-century invention
significantly impacted Chicagoland manufacturing, transportation, and infrastructure, and how
the bicycle redefined an era of newfound leisure and independence. The story of the 'human-
powered carriage' was told through examples of iconic bicycles, artifacts, and timeless
photographs. The exhibit also featured a spotlight on Elmhurst adventurer, educator, and
World’s Most Traveled Man, J. Hart Rosdail, by sharing artifacts and tales from his record-
setting journey across the globe on his trusted bicycle, Jacqueline.

June 9 - September 17, 2023

Lost Chicagoland Department Stores

Heading into the end of the year, EHM took guests back in time to learn
about the eclectic history of Chicagoland retailers with our most popular
exhibit to date. Featured in Forbes, WGN-TV’s “Around Town” segment,
Chicago Tribune, and many more, Lost Chicagoland Department Stores
enjoyed a wealth of media attention and strong foot traffic throughout its
run. Produced in collaboration with historian and author, Leslie Goddard,
the exhibit explored the evolution of the retail industry and brick-and-
mortar stores, such as Marshall Field & Co. and Montgomery Ward. The
museum offered extended hours towards the end of the exhibition to
allow patrons’ to visit, if not for a second or third time!

October 6, 2023 - January 28, 2024

By All Accounts: The Story of Elmhurst

Originally opened in 2015, our core exhibit, By All Accounts: The Story of Elmhurst,
was beautifully refreshed in 2023. Numerous enhancements were made to the exhibit,
including the addition of a portrait by famed 19th-century artist G.P.A. Healy, a new
introduction covering the natural history and indigenous peoples of the region, as well
as a revamped version of our award-winning digital map table of Elmhurst.

Ongoing



programs

education

The museum’s public programming continued to introduce
engaging, diverse activities for audiences of all ages. Many of these
learning opportunities were designed to connect with exhibition
themes with a few seasonal favorites returning as well. Some of the
key programs and events in 2023 included:

In spring, EHM hosted drop-in Spring Break activities,
including a Family History Day and Immigration
Storytime. May also saw our Cultural Crossroads
Celebration, which featured a performance by the Illinois
Shaolin Kung Fu Academy. 

EHM had a busy summer with the return of Museum Maker
Mondays and our Vintage Baseball Game. Elmhurst also
rolled along with our summer exhibit and enjoyed a History
on Wheels Bike Tour, Open Road at Elmhurst Safety
Town, and Bike Bonanza in July which welcomed over 500
people.

With the launch of a nostalgic new exhibit, fall and winter
featured a Bus Tour to Macy’s on State St., a Holiday Gift
Wrapping Workshop, numerous lectures, and Sip Local
with Brewpoint Coffee here in Elmhurst.

EHM saw the demand for fieldtrips and portable classroom
programs grow throughout 2023 with schools and scout groups
returning to the museum in pre-Covid levels. This year 689
students visited the Churchville One-Room Schoolhouse and over
1,000 children participated in portable programs, including the
newly introduced Hardship and Homefront, which teaches
students about the hardships of Civil War soldiers and those left
behind at home while exploring the contents of a soldier’s trunk
and reading mid-19th century letters.

The museum’s adult programming and education offerings
expanded significantly in 2023 with the introduction of new Adult
Portable Programs and Memories Matter: Senior Recollections,
a series of programming aiming to encourage seniors to reminisce
about their life experiences and share their stories. Originally
conceived at the McLean County Museum of History under the
name Senior Reminiscence, this series of programs, with topics
including Photo Reminiscence, Toys of Yesteryear, and Hearth
& Home, is especially valuable to individuals facing memory
challenges. 

In the summer, EHM’s sold-out Museum Explorers Camp
returned with a full week of fun STEAM-focused activities and
adventures for curious kids in grades 2 – 5.



To engage people with history through
thoughtful collection, enlightening
exhibits, and diverse educational
experiences.

Marnie O’Reilly
   Administrative Assistant

Jonathan Sebastian
   Education & Programs 
   Assistant

Jessie Wandersee
   Supervisor of Education 
   Services

Ethan Welfer
   Weekend Coordinator

Peggy Babyar
Rob Butler
Kelly Carpenter
Ami ElShareif
Cathy Jordan
Diane Lans-Kautz
Michael LoCicero
Jake Meding
Ann Palumbo
Andrea Pokrefke 
Kitt Recker
Joyce Slone
Darlene VanMeir
Yeena Yoo

collection & research

Mission

Staff
As of December 2023

Dave Oberg
   Executive Director

Sarah Cox
   Curator of Exhibits

Sarah Ficek
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The collections staff continued the ongoing work of managing,
organizing, digitizing, and caring for the Elmhurst History Museum’s
collections. Some of the projects accomplished in 2023 include:

A long-term project came to fruition with the installation of the
Jane Byrd Bryan portrait by G.P.A. Healy in EHM’s core
exhibit.

Another key achievement was the installation of a new
interactive Map Table in By All Accounts: The Story of
Elmhurst. The map table installation caps a year of upgrades
to EHM’s core exhibit, which began in November 2022.

New History Spotlights were added to the second floor
gallery throughout 2023, including a display commemorating
the 100th anniversary of the Wilder Park Conservatory, a
spotlight on the Elmhurst Great Western Prairie, Stemple‘s
Bicycle Shop, and a display about the Churchville One-
Room Schoolhouse.

The Collections Department created engaging online content
for our patrons with new Elmhurst History In Focus shorts
on our YouTube channel. In addition to producing online
gallery talks for our 2023 exhibits, three new videos were
created, focusing on Elmfest, the Elmhurst Great Western
Prairie, and the relationship between G.P.A. Healy and the
Bryan family in Cottage Hill.

Staff added more than 1,000 digital files to the museum’s
digital collections. Additionally, the launch of the museum’s
new website this year saw our public-facing database
integrated into our own website for the first time, realizing a
long-term goal of the department.

Staff continued to contribute Facebook and Instagram posts,
most notably the weekly Throwback Thursday Series. 2023
saw the most popular TBT posts the museum has ever
produced, with our top post this year accumulating a reach of  
64,200 (more than 4 times larger than the top posts of 2022).

2023 Notable Donations to the Collection:

An 8mm film reel documenting the Elmhurst Police
Department, circa 1969.

A travel trunk belonging to Walter Glos, son of Jacob and
nephew to Henry, circa 1910s.

A photograph of John F.
Kennedy following his rally at
York Community High School
in 1960.

Two carved wooden columns
from the German exhibition hall
at the 1893 World’s Columbian
Exposition.
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The Elmhurst History Museum is fortunate to have a dedicated
source of support provided by the Elmhurst Heritage Foundation.
The Foundation’s guidance and financial assistance ensure that the
Elmhurst History Museum and the Churchville One-Room
Schoolhouse will continue to thrive for years to come. Here are some
of the successes of the Elmhurst Heritage Foundation in 2023:

EHF Members
Supporting Members
Robert & Shizue Cooper
Linda Fairlamb
Doug & Cindy Peterson
Kevin Raica
Gordon Snyder
Kelly Stetler

Honorary Lifetime Members 
Brian Bergheger
Nancy Himmes
Patrice Roche
Nancy Wilson

Members 

The Foundation celebrated its
15th Anniversary of serving

the community through
advocacy, education, and

fundraising in April.

The Foundation hosted after-
hours exhibit opening

receptions for members,
donors, sponsors, and media
for multiple new exhibitions. 

Hosting the largest Elmhurst
Craft Beer Fest to date, with

over 1,200 attendees, the
Foundation raised much

needed funds for programs,
exhibits, and more.

More than 170 people
enjoyed old-fashioned fun at
the annual Vintage Baseball
Game at Elmhurst University.

The prestigious Alben F.
Bates Award was awarded to
Pete Cruger and Tony
Gambino.

The Foundation continued to
manage the museum’s
membership program,
offering special benefits and
activities in support of the
museum, in addition to
publishing three newsletters
as a key communication tool. 

The Foundation provided an
annual grant to the museum
which delivered vital funding
for exhibits, public programs,

special events, and key
projects throughout the year.

Through Foundation support, a
painting of Elmhurst resident
Jane Byrd Bryan by renowned
painter G.P.A. Healy was
restored and is now on display
at the museum.
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James Fulco
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Brian & Shari Haug
Karen Heerwagen
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Tom & Andrea Pokrefke 
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Charles & 
   Bessmarie Prazak
Bonny Procajlo
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S. Louis Rathje & 
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Carolyn "Kitt" Recker
Patrice Roche
Mike & Sue Sadowski
Harold & 
   Claudette Sanderson

Alexander Schwartz
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Julie Shurba
Karen Sienko
Lisa Sottrel
Paul St Onge
Michael Staples
Jean Stapleton
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Elaine Thomopoulos
Kurian Thottupuram
Tom Tyler & 
   Chris Bobowski
Allen & Karen Unger
Ronald & 
   Eileen VanDeWalle
Richard Voss
Richard Weber
Kevin Weppner
Gail & Janice Wernette
Ralph & 
   Karen Westendorf
Don & Alyssa Williams
Peter & Julie Wirth
Paul & Janet Wukasch
Karen Yurgalite
John & Mary Zawaski
Mary Zell
Kathleen Ziebell in
   memory of 
   Bob Murphy

EHF Donors
Gold Donors ($1,000+)
Alben F. Bates and 
   Clara G. Bates 
   Foundation
Anonymous
John Kett
Dave & Sonali Oberg
Vincent Spaeth

Silver Donors 
($250-$999)

Tom & Peggy Babyar

Donors ($1-$249)
David & Gail Anderson
Dennis Beckmann
Enzo Berti
Michael Bram
Linda Buchalo
Rob Butler & 
   Phyllis Soybel
Walter Callahan
Kevin & Sharon Carroll
Joyce Chipain
Gary Cirone in honor of
   Frank Cirone
Mary Corbett in memory
   of Joan Zientek
David Crevie
Pete & Sally Cruger
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   memory of MaryKay
   Davis & Hazel Stevens
   Dame
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   Donna Fredrickson
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Janet Hodge
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Restricted Gifts
Michael & 
   Peggy LoCicero
Dave & Sonali Oberg
Alan Stewart in honor
   of Dr. Virginia R.  
   Stewart

In Kind Donors
Elmhurst Chamber of
   Commerce
Elmhurst City Centre
Elmhurst Cool Cities
   Coalition
Elmhurst Living 
   Magazine
Elmhurst Park District
HB Jones/Gambino's 
   Deli
Hamburger Heaven
Hinsdale Humane 
   Society
Republic Services
Rock Valley
   Publishing/Elmhurst
   Independent
Special T Unlimited
Tree Towns Imaging 
   & Color Graphics
US Foods
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Thank you to our
dedicated volunteers:

Exhibit
Sponsors

Platinum Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Friend Sponsors

Ken Bartels Consulting

John Quigley

Itasca Bank and Trust

My Car Wash/Mehta Motors

Eva Sanchez, See Your House
Right Here @properties

EHF 
Volunteers

DuPage Foundation
Illinois Public
   Museum Capital Grant
Rotary Club of Elmhurst

Affetto & Co.
Alan Energy Services
Alpine Creek Dental
Bottle Theory
Broida and Nichele, Ltd.
CB Health Insurance
Christopher B. 
   Burke Engineering, Ltd
Community Bank of
   Elmhurst
Compass - 
   Kelly Stetler Real Estate
Devries Animal Hospital
DiCianni Graphics
DuPage Foundation
Elmhurst Bank, a Wintrust
   Community Bank
Generation Law
Gia Mia's
Guaranteed Rate - John  
   Noldan
Hauert Law Office
Hinton Agency - 
   Farmer's Insurance
JFTD, LLC
K&T Colors
Katris Law Group
Kilwins Elmhurst
Lakeside Bank
Makinney Group -
   @properties Christies
   International Real Estate
McGrath Elmhurst Toyota
Mehta Motors Inc
Michael J. Hirsch, 
   Edward Jones
Michael V. LoCicero,
   Attorney at Law
My Mechanic
Felicia Niemann, 
   Keller Williams 
   Premiere Properties
Park Place of Elmhurst
Pints - Elmhurst
Poppy and Pip Slumber
   Party
R.A. Peterson Company
Roberto's Ristorante 
   and Pizzeria
Ryan Companies -
   Vyne on Haven
Sal's Beverage World
Eva Sanchez, 
   See Your House Right
   Here @properties
Slone Commercial LLC
Stolper Insurance 
   Agency, Inc.
Storino, Ramello and
   Durkin
Top Dog Retreat
York Chiropractic

Addison Historical Society
Ariana Leonard (District 205)
Aurora Historical Society
Backyard Caucus
BeHistoric
Bensenville Park District
Bensenville Public Library
Carey Williams
Chicago History Museum
Chicago Public Library
Chicago Tribune
Chris MacAuliffe
Chris Sweet
Downers Grove Museum 
DuPage Cycling Foundation
DuPage Historical
   Museum
Elgin History Museum
Elk Grove Historical
   Museum
Elmhurst Bicycle and
   Pedestrian Group
Elmhurst Bicycle Club
Elmhurst Park District
Elmhurst University
Family of May Watts
GreenMan Theatre Troupe
Hinsdale Historical Society
Illinois Humanities Road
   Scholars
Illinois Prairie Path
Immigrant Solidarity DuPage
Interfaith Community for
   Detained Immigrants (ICDI)
J & R Cycle
Jackie Haddad-Tamer
Jeff Grant
Jessica Anderson
Joshua Cox
Kenneth Moy Jr.
Leslie Goddard
Literacy DuPage
Lombard Historical Society
Macy’s Department Store
Marshall Field V
Mexican Cultural Center
   DuPage
Nancy Wilson
Naper Settlement
North Central College
Oscar Wastlyn
Ride Illinois
Roland Franklin
Skokie Heritage Museum
St. Demetrios Greek
   Orthodox Church
St. Faustine Polish School
The Bicycle Museum  
   of America
The Henry Ford Museum
University of Illinois - Chicago
Vincent Lotesto
West Chicago City Museum
World Relief Chicagoland
Xilin Asian Community
   Center (Naperville)
Yasmina Blackburn
York High School International
   Club

Grants

Event Sponsors

Community & Exhibit
Partners
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