
 
 

 
 
 

 
 Elmhurst’s flag has long flown at the various municipal properties throughout the city, but it was not 
formally designed and adopted until well into the second half of the twentieth century. The city decided 
to adopt a flag in 1971, following a design contest sponsored by the Elmhurst Jaycees organization. Out 
of many entries, the winning design was created by M.H. Kapps of 410 Fairfield Avenue and announced 
in the September 10 issue of the Elmhurst Press. The following month, Elmhurst’s city council formally 
adopted the flag by amending the city’s municipal code, describing the flag as follows: 
 
“The flag of the City of Elmhurst shall be a white flag 
bordered with gold fringe. There shall be a carmine sash 
running diagonally across the flag with superimposed 
shield. The shield shall bear the name ‘Elmhurst’ in black 
letters on a white background with two elm leaves on a 
yellow background, between which shall be the numerals 
‘1969’ in black. This shield shall further contain three green 
elm trees on a background of blue, below which shall 
appear the letters ‘ILL’ in black on a white background.” 
 
In Kapps explanation of the heraldry, he explained to the 
Elmhurst Press that the shield emblem in the center of the 
flag told “a pertinent and historical story. Three stylized 
green elm trees with brown trunks are emblematic of a 
woods or hurst (Anglo-Saxon). All rampant on a sky blue 
field. These trees grow from a prairie brown hill just as the 
original elm hurst grew from a cottage hill. The numerals 
1969 designate the year in which the hurst of elms was 
officially named Elmhurst and the originally treeless, rolling 
prairie settlement of Cottage Hill passed into history.” 
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The flag of the City of Elmhurst flies over the 
Elmhurst History Museum circa 2019. 

http://www.elmhurst.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/250#page=2
http://www.elmhurst.org/DocumentCenter/Home/View/250#page=2

