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Event & Project Sponsorship and Marketing Support Tiers

Visit Estes Park (VEP) offers sponsorship opportunities to support events and projects that align
with our mission to promote Estes Park as a year-round, family-friendly tourism and event
destination. Sponsored events & projects should contribute to a vibrant mountain town by
balancing financial success, providing positive and memorable guest experiences, and
enhancing the quality of life for the local community.

Eligibility Criteria
To be considered for sponsorship, events or projects must meet the following core values:

e Inclusive and Welcoming: Events or the final outcome of projects must be open and
welcoming to all participants.
Economic Impact: Demonstrates a strong potential to generate local economic activity.
Seasonal Support: Extends the tourism season or drives visitation during typically slow
periods will receive preference.

e Community Alignment: Events or projects should reflect and support Estes Park's unique
character, culture, and sustainability.

e Advance Planning: Applications must be submitted at least 90 days before the event
start date.

Evaluation Criteria & Scoring System

Applications will be reviewed and scored based on the detailed outlined criteria Evaluation
Factors, which can be found on our website. A minimum score of 9 points is needed for full
sponsorship. Applications scoring higher will be prioritized for funding, though final decisions are
based on total alignment with VEP Operating Plan goals and available budget.

Sponsorship Requirements
To finalize the sponsorship, selected applicants must:

1. Complete Sponsorship Form
o The form must be filled out completely and accurately for consideration.
2. Submit Financial Information:
o Provide a W-9 form (blank copy provided if needed).
o Submit an ACH form for direct deposit, or request a mailed check.
3. For events, submit the event listing to our events calendar.
4. Sign a sponsorship agreement / Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) delivered via
Adobe Sign, which includes the requirements noted within the Sponsorship Tier.



Sponsorship Funding Levels

Level 1 - Pioneer: Requests of $1,000 or less may be approved by the Senior Destination
Development Manager.

1. Defining factors
o Minimum score of 9 earned on the event & project sponsorship application for
local business partners to receive full sponsorship
o A score of less than 9 will be reviewed by the Leadership Team and may be
supported at a lesser level.
2. Marketing support included:
o Incorporation into Visit Estes Park marketing as listed on the MOU or found on
VisitEstesPark.com.
3. Marketing responsibilities
o Recipient: Use of VEP Branding - Include the VEP logo in event marketing
materials or project announcements to acknowledge support
m Event organizer: ticket sales and event awareness
m Project Manager: press releases and other communications
o VEP: awareness in the context of things to do in Estes Park
4. Continued event support:
o Considered annually through submission of the event & project sponsorship
application for local business partners.
o Aggregated funding budgeted annually

Level 2 - Keystone: Requests between $1,001 and $5,000 require approval from the CEO.

1. Deciding factors
o Must be an organizational partner of Visit Estes Park.
o Minimum score of 9 earned on the event & project sponsorship application for
partner organizations to receive full sponsorship.
o A score of less than 9 will be reviewed by the CEO and may be supported at a
lesser level.
2. Marketing support included for events:
o Incorporation into Visit Estes Park marketing as outlined at the pioneer support
level.
o May include additional efforts at the staff's discretion.
3. Marketing responsibilities
o Recipient: Use of VEP Branding - Include the VEP logo in event marketing
materials or project announcements to acknowledge support
m Event organizer: ticket sales and event awareness
m Project Manager: press releases and other communications
o VEP: awareness in the context of things to do in Estes Park.
4. Continued support:
o Considered annually by VEP leadership.
o Budgeted individually, or utilization of reserves



Level 3 - Trailblazer: Requests above $5,000 must be presented by the applicant to the Board
of Directors for approval.

1. Deciding factors:

o Must be a first-time or new-to-Estes-Park event that demonstrates potential and
aligns with Visit Estes Park’s mission and the Estes Park community’s values as
determined by the Visit Estes Park Board of Directors.

o Must be approved by the VEP Board of Directors.

2. Marketing support included:

o A custom event marketing plan that includes a strategic mix of paid, owned, and

earned media appropriate for the event's goals and audience.
m This incorporates the event into Visit Estes Park marketing as outlined at
the pioneer support level with the addition of paid advertising..
m VEP funds the paid advertising
e The advertising budget will not exceed $19,000 and is at the
discretion of the CEO.
3. Marketing responsibilities:
o Recipient: Use of VEP Branding - Include the VEP logo in event marketing
materials or project announcements to acknowledge support

m Event organizer: depends on the event organizer’s request, staff
recommendations and VEP Board direction. The event organizer may
take responsibility for ticket sales and event awareness or request that
VEP handles some level of the marketing.

m Project Manager: press releases and other communications

o VEP: event awareness in the context of things to do in Estes Park.
4. Continued event support:

o Applicant must provide an economic impact and event success metrics report
and/or presentation to the VEP Board of Directors after each year’s event

o May be supported at this level for a maximum of three years unless extended by
the VEP Board of Directors.

o Budgeted individually, or utilization of reserves



