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FAIRFAX COUNTYY

NICE TO MEET YOU

WELCOME to Fairfax County, Virginia! Located just west of the

U.S. capital of Washington, D.C., Fairfax County offers an unexpected blend 

of picture-perfect natural surroundings and big city amenities, positioning 

visitors in the heart of the National Capital Region. Whether you want to do it 

all - or get away from it all - there’s a special place for you here.

While history touches just about every corner of Fairfax County, from George 

Washington’s Mount Vernon in the east to Civil War battlefi elds in the west, 

the area is also a diverse and technologically innovative destination that 

boasts a vibrant arts and cultural scene with a sophisticated urban vibe. And 

for a breath of fresh air, its collection of more than 400 wide-open parks, 

gardens, and natural outdoor escapes will rejuvenate your soul.    

With 100+ hotels, easy access to three airports, major highways, Amtrak 

rail service and an expanding regional Metrorail line, visitors have plenty of 

ways to get to and around this centrally located Northern Virginia vacation 

destination. Come see for yourself and Connect with America.

Approximately 15 miles 
west of Washington, D.C. 

2nd highest concentration of 
attractions in the Capital Region 

Approximately 19,000 rooms 
in 100+ hotels

Visit these one & only’s 
in Fairfax County:

Home to the most visited 

historic estate in the U.S. 

The country’s only national park 

dedicated to the performing arts

The fi rst bald eagle refuge in America

One of the only places to walk under

 the wing of a Space Shuttle

FAIRFAX COUNTY 
AT A GLANCE
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NEW & NOTABLE

"mericahs ���th in FairGaY County 
'airGaY CountZ is marking "merica�s ���tI CirtIEaZ XitI a countZXiEe 
ceMeCration tIat CMenEs IistorZ, arts, GooE, anE immersiWe Wisitor 
eYQeriences� "ncIoring tIe commemoration is (eorge 8ashington’s .ount 
7ernon, XIere in ���� XiMM EeCut reWitaMi[eE mansion tours anE tIe maKor 
neX eYIiCition George Washington: A Revolutionary Life, aMongsiEe 
eYQanEeE interQretiWe eYQeriences, anE commemoratiWe retaiM oGGerings� 
5Ie Gree 7irginia ��� 1assQort inWites Wisitors to eYQMore 'airGaY CountZ�s 
nationaMMZ signiGicant sites�incMuEing .ount 7ernon, tIe /ational .useum oG the 
U.S. "rmy, (unston Hall
 anE 8oodlaXn � 1oQe--eighey House�XIiMe coMMecting 
stamQs, enKoZing Eiscounts, anE entering to Xin Qri[es� 5Ie /ational .useum 
oG the U.S. "rmy is aMso MeaEing XitI CALL TO Arms: The Soldier and the 
Revolutionary War, a QoXerGuM eYIiCition marking CotI tIe "rmZ�s anE tIe 
nation�s ���tI anniWersaries� "cross tIe countZ, tIe arts anE cuMinarZ 
scenes are Koining tIe ceMeCration, Grom 5eQhra *C"’s i&WoMWing CraGt at ���w 
anE a sQeciaM ���tI QerGormance series at 8olG 5raQ Geaturing tIe /ationaM 
SZmQIonZ 0rcIestra, to commemorative Xines
 craGt Ceers
 sQecialty cocLtails
 and 
even a limited-edition chocolate Car maEe XitI 6�S��groXn cacao� 5ogetIer, 
tIese eYQeriences sIoXcase 'airGaY CountZ as a QMace XIere "merica�s 
Qast, Qresent, anE Guture conWerge Gor tIe nation�s miMestone anniWersarZ�

*nteractive "dventure 1layground Gor "dults 0Qens in 5ysons
-evel��, a ��,����sRuare�Goot, Girst�oG�its�kinE aEWenture QMaZgrounE Gor 
groXn uQs, Ias EeCuteE insiEe 5ysons Corner Center � its Girst MiE�"tMantic 
Mocation� ,noXn Gor MiWe�action, cIaMMenge�CaseE entertainment, tIe sQace 
oGGers more tIan �� interactiWe mentaM anE QIZsicaM cIaMMenge rooms, 
1MaZer�Ws�1MaZer arena EueMs, anE stunning art instaMMations� "EKacent to 
tIe gaming center is a neX outQost Gor 7ictory BreXing Co�, XIicI oGGers a 
CreXerZ�EriWen menu anE %etroit�stZMe Qi[[a, among otIer menu oQtions� 

J.8. .arriott 3eston Station 0Qens in 3eston
 the Girst in 7irginia
5Ie IigIMZ anticiQateE J.8. .arriott 3eston Station, 7irginiahs Girst anE onMZ 
+�8� QroQertZ, Crings ��� guest rooms, �� MuYurZ conEos, anE 
aQQroYimateMZ ��,��� sR� Gt� oG meeting sQace to 3eston 	SeQtemCer 
����
� 5Ie IoteM QroQertZ aMso incMuEes cIeG�EriWen Eining in its uQscaMe 
restaurant, 5he Simon, a comCineE ��� Xines anE CourCons in its 
aEKacent Schar Bar, a one�oG�a�kinE eMeWateE anE XaMkaCMe garEen, 
stunning QuCMic art CZ *taMian artist -oren[o 2uinn, anE �� eYcMusiWe 
MinEGuM 3ooms, a +�8� Girst, XIicI Xere EesigneE as sanctuaries Gor 
intentionaM traWeM anE IoMistic XeMM�Ceing�

3eston Station 8elcomes /eX 3estaurants
 &ntertainment
*n aEEition to tIe +�8� Marriott QroQertZ, 3eston Station is Cringing an 
arraZ oG neX Eining anE entertainment eYQeriences to tIe Curgeoning 
comQMeY, MocateE aEKacent to tIe MetroraiM� &CCitt House, tIe Girst 
eYQansion Gor tIe XorME�Gamous 0ME &CCitt (riMM in 8asIington, %C, is 
set to oQen a ����seat Eining room XitI tXo Cars anE a ����seat Qatio 
in ����� /oLu Sushi anE 5ous les Jour BaLery are aMso neX Eining aEEitions 
to tIe comQMeY�



.asterQiece .ini (olG Unveiled at the 8orLhouse "rts Center
5Ie 8orLhouse "rts Center MauncIeE .asterQiece .ini (olG, an imaginatiWe neX
attraction EesigneE to CMenE art IistorZ, interactiWe eEucation, GamiMZ 
comQetition, anE creatiWe Gun� &acI oG tIe �� IoMes Geatures a triCute to a 
MegenEarZ artist or moWement anE is CeMieWeE to Ce tIe onMZ goMG course int 
Ie countrZ EesigneE entireMZ CZ artists as a triCute to tIe Masters oG "rt
)istorZ� %esigneE CZ artists�in�resiEence oG tIe 8orkIouse, a sQraXMing arts 
camQus XitI a uniRue IistorZ as a Gormer Qrison, tIe course is oQen 
seasonaMMZ tIrougIout tIe Zear�   

8orLhouse "rts Center "dding 3egionhs First (lass-BloXing Studio
5he 8orLhouse "rts Center XiMM soon Ce XeMcoming tIe Girst QuCMic�Gacing 
gMassCMoXing stuEio in tIe 8asIington, %C region� 5Ie )ot SIoQ XiMM CuiME 
uQon tIe art centerhs eYisting gMassCMoXing Qrogram to oGGer cMasses, QuCMic 
Eemos, anE stuEio access� 1Mus, tIe GaciMitZ XiMM Geature cameras to aMMoX 
guests to see XIat goes on insiEe a �,����Eegree Qiece oG eRuiQment� 5Ie 
)ot SIoQ is eYQecteE to oQen in Mate �����earMZ �����

&Yclusive SQeaLeasy %eCuts at 5he 8atermarL Hotel
5uckeE in a secret Mocation XitIin 5he 8atermarL Hotel in 5Zsons is 5he /aisho 
3oom, an inWitation�onMZ, sQeakeasZ eYQerience insQireE CZ tIe Qrecision oG 
0makase� &Wenings unGoME tIrougI eYQertMZ craGteE cocktaiMs, eMeWateE Car 
Cites, a stunning citZ�Mit WieX, anE an uQscaMe 5okZo�insQireE atmosQIere� 

3iver Sea Chocolates &YQands to 3eston
)usCanE�anE�XiGe oXneE 3iver Sea Chocolates, a Cean�to�Car anE sustainaCMZ�
GocuseE artisan cIocoMate GactorZ in 'airGaY CountZ, recentMZ oQeneE its 
seconE Mocation in 3eston, eYQanEing its QroEuction sQace to groX 
EistriCution� StiMM oQen in CIantiMMZ, tIe neX sQace XiMM oGGer retaiM saMes anE 
aEEitionaM sneak Qeeks into tIe Qrocess oG craGting cIocoMate Grom cacao 
Cean into reaEZ�to�CuZ Cars�

&ven .ore UniRue /eX Culinary 0GGerings
 Food 5ours in �F97"
'airGaY CountZ�s cuMinarZ scene is aMso Cooming� Bunnyman BreXing recentMZ 
mergeE XitI Mustang SaMMZ #reXing, creating a tIirE outQost in CIantiMMZ 
anE Cringing togetIer tXo GaWorite MocaM names� 'ooE MoWers XiMM Ce EraXn to 
tIe countZ�s uQcoming oQenings, incMuEing Corsica 8ine Bar, 3uthie’s "ll %ay, 
&lectric Bull, Flavor Hive, 8onder Food Hall, 5he Salty %onut, Clarity 	3eston
, anE tIe 
MartIa SteXart�enEorseE CakerZ�caGe .aman� 7irginialicious, a MocaM Xoman�
oXneE comQanZ, Ias starteE eYcMusiWe GooE tours oG "nnandalehs ,orean Good 
scene, eYQMoring tIe GooE, tIe cuMture, anE tIe communitZ tIat IeMQs 
estaCMisI "nnanEaMe as some oG tIe Cest ,orean GooE in tIe 6niteE States�

Famed F-�� Fighter Jet Joins Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center Collection
5Ie Smithsonianhs /ational "ir and SQace .useum Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center recentMZ 
XeMcomeE a Mc%onneMM %ougMas '���C &agMe, one oG tIe most IistoricaMMZ 
signiGicant GigIter QManes oG tIe Qost�8orME 8ar ** QerioE� *t is aMso tIe Girst 
aircraGt oG its kinE to Ce accessioneE into tIe SmitIsonian coMMection� 5Ie 
6EWar�)a[Z Center aMso recentMZ announceE QMans Gor an eYQansion oG its 
#oeing "Wiation )angar, aEEing ��,��� sRuare Geet oG sQace CZ cMose oG 
�����
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Complement Your DC Trip
In Fairfax County, you can delve deeper into America’s 

history – even after you’ve seen Washington, DC’s iconic 

monuments and memorials. Pair the two destinations 

together for a complementary experience. Take in the 

Washington Monument, but then learn why they created 

such a grand monument in George Washington’s name 

at his home, Mount Vernon. Or, visit the Smithsonian’s 

National Air and Space Museum in DC to learn about the 

history of air and space fl ight, but then head to Fairfax 

County to walk amongst the machines, planes, and space 

shuttles that powered this history at the Steven F. Udvar-

Hazy Center. There are stories like this all around Fairfax 

County just waiting to be told.

Historic Homes
Nothing will give you a taste of history more than exploring 

the fascinating historic homes of Fairfax County. Trace the 

steps of two famous George’s at the 18th century homes 

of our nation’s president, George Washington, or the Father 

of the Bill of Rights, George Mason. Glimpse into the 

mind of Frank Lloyd Wright at his Usonian masterpiece, 

the Pope-Leighey House. Or dive into the diverse and 

captivating history of Woodlawn Estate, the fi rst ever site 

of the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  

Women’s History
Fairfax County is home to a multitude of sites and stories 

that celebrate the contributions of women to the United 

States. Visit two critical sites that celebrate the fi ght for 

women’s equality during the suffrage movement. Then 

learn about how one woman helped create America’s fi rst 

national wildlife refuge for the protection of bald eagles 

and how another donated land and funding to create 

America’s only National Park for the performing arts. 

Finally, honor the forward-thinking women responsible 

for saving George Washington’s home, creating one of the 

earliest preservation organizations in the U.S.

Black History
The African American experience is intricately entwined in the 

rich tapestry of Fairfax County’s history and in America’s story. 

From one of the oldest thriving African American communities 

in the U.S. to the site of the fi rst rural NAACP offi ce to the 

last remaining African American school in Northern Virginia, 

and to several sites on the Underground Railroad Network 

to Freedom, Fairfax County gives you ample opportunities to 

refl ect on the sacrifi ces and vital contributions that African 

Americans have made throughout our history.

Military History
With the Union capital of Washington to the east and the 

Confederate capital of Richmond to the south, Fairfax 

County was fi rmly in the center of the Civil War confl ict 

and was the site of several important battles. Today, 

Northern Virginia is home to multiple museums, battle 

sites, and poignant historic venues telling the story of 

the most turbulent time in American history. Pair this 

with a visit to some of DC’s most iconic monuments 

and memorials and don’t miss the soaring new National 

Museum of the U.S. Army, located near Fort Belvoir.

Wildlife & Outdoor Recreation
If you enjoy Mother Nature, then you’ve come to the 

right place. At Fairfax County’s 400+ parks, marshes, 

and gardens, you can rent a canoe or kayak, hike, bike, 

or horseback ride on nature trails. Or witness the mighty 

power of the Great Falls rapids. Located along the 

“Atlantic Flyway,” bird lovers can watch millions of birds 

of prey, songbirds, and waterfowl migrate through the 

region or refl ect on the nation’s symbol at America’s 

fi rst-ever bald eagle refuge at Mason Neck.

STORY IDEAS



Global Cuisine
Take your taste buds on a tour around the world without 

ever leaving Northern Virginia. Fairfax County - and 

its surrounding localities - boasts an exceptional and 

staggering array of globally inspired cuisine, from Uyghur 

and Australian to Afghan and Ethiopian. In fact, here you 

will also fi nd many exclusive concepts - the fi rst Iraqi 

dessert shop in the U.S. that specializes in lokma and 

one of the only places in the States that serves an all-day 

Pakistani breakfast.

Made in Fairfax
Home to an incredible and diverse group of artisan 

makers, Fairfax County embraces locally made products 

and the people who create them. From creamy peanut 

butter made with Virginia peanuts and blended with a 

variety of fl avors like espresso, bee pollen, and turmeric, 

to meticulously painted tea towels featuring the 

landmarks of the region, to handcrafted chocolate made 

from sustainably-sourced cacao beans, there are a variety 

of gift ideas or unique experiences in Fairfax County to 

satisfy your urge to buy local.

Beer & Wine Profi les
Known as the “Gateway to Virginia’s Wine Country,” 

Fairfax County’s two uniquely historic vineyards are easily 

accessible during a stay in the Capital Region and give 

visitors a taste of why Virginia is considered an up-and-

coming wine destination. The craft brew scene continues to 

boom and many local brewmasters work with local makers 

to craft delicious beer profi les, using cacao husks from a 

neighboring chocolate factory or single-origin coffee beans 

from the neighborhood roastery. Pair these with unique 

concepts like a hazy IPA made with 50 lbs. of gummy 

bears or a spicy ale blended with jalapenos and honey. 

Arts & Culture
From an incredibly unique prison-turned-arts center with 

ties to women’s suffragists and the only public Frank 

Lloyd Wright home in Virginia to America’s only national 

park dedicated to the performing arts, Fairfax County 

showcases the talent of an amazing array of artists and 

performers. Pair this with larger-than-life murals, self-

guided public art walking tours, or a venture to see an 

intricately designed, handcrafted Korean Bell Garden for 

an arts experience you’ll never forget.

Hands-On Educational Fun
Get hands-on at Fairfax County’s array of immersive and 

educational attractions. From stepping into the shoes 

of George Washington at Mount Vernon’s digital “Be 

Washington” interface and the G-STEM activities at 

the National Museum of the U.S. Army to the simulator 

rides at the National Air and Space Museum and the 

Experiment Bar at the Children’s Science Center Lab, 

kids and adults will be having so much fun they might not 

even realize they’re learning!

Luxury
Embrace a luxurious getaway with a stay at The Ritz-

Carlton, Tysons Corner, conveniently attached to Tysons 

Galleria, known as the “Rodeo Drive of the East Coast.” 

Browse brands like Versace, Chanel or Rolex and end 

your day with a spa treatment and wine tasting at the 

hotel. A short drive away, dine at one of the region’s most 

exclusive restaurants, L’Auberge Chez Francois or visit 

one of Fairfax County’s two stunning wineries. Or, stay in 
one of the Mindful Rooms at Virginia's only JW Marriott 
property in Reston after dining at its chef-driven 
restaurant and bar.

STORY IDEAS



RESOURCES

HOW WE CAN HELP
• Additional story ideas: Fairfax County is a diverse

destination with a variety of stories to be told.

Let’s brainstorm!

• Itineraries: We can share sample itineraries to showcase

how Fairfax County can be explored in 24 hours, 48

hours, a weekend getaway, or a week-long vacation.

• Press Trips: Press trips can be arranged on a case-by-

case basis. Contact us to request a visit.

• Interviews: We can help arrange interviews with local

leaders and destination partners, as needed.

• Photo & Video Assets: We have a vast media gallery and

would be happy to provide imagery or b-roll as needed.

PHOTO/VIDEO REQUESTS
Photography, b-roll video clips, and logos can be 

downloaded for editorial use or to promote Fairfax County, 

Virginia as a tourism and meeting/sports destination. 

To request access to our online photo and video library, 

contact Ali Morris at AMorris@fxva.com.

Find more resources at FXVA.com/press. 

@VisitFairfax // #FXVA

SIGNATURE EVENTS
No matter what season you visit, there are a variety of 

signature events, fairs & festivals, and creative pop-up 

events happening all year long in Fairfax County. Put 

these on your calendar!

SPRING
• National Cherry Blossom Festival

• Historic Virginia Garden Week

FALL
• Fairfax County Brewfests

• Fall Festivals & Halloween Haunts

SUMMER
• Wolf Trap Summer Concert Season

• Innovations in Flight Outdoor Aviation Display

WINTER
• Christmas at Mount Vernon

• Holiday Light Shows

Find a full list of events at FXVA.com/events.

CONTACT INFORMATIONCT INFORMATIONCT INFORMATION
Ali Morris
Senior Manager, 
Communications & Marketing 

AMorris@fxva.com 

703-752-9505

FXVA.com & FXVA.com/blog




