
Craft Beverage Marketing



Finger Lakes Visitors Connection is involved with…

Canandaigua Lake Wine Trail

Rochester/Finger Lakes 
Craft Beverage Trail





Canandaigua Lake Wine Trail

 Canandaigua Wine Trail: comprised of a diverse group of wineries 
(large and small), breweries, restaurants, wine tasting centers and 
unique shops 

 Provides visitors with a full Finger Lakes experience
 Established in mid 1990s 
 Smaller and most scenic of the Finger Lakes wine trails
 “Just right" for a 1-day trip
 Only 41 miles to travel the trail…from Fairport to Canandaigua to 

Naples



Wine Trail Marketing





ROC/FLX Craft Beverage Trail 
History/Background

• Growth of the Craft Beverage 
Industry and special legislation 
through the Governor opening up the 
opportunity

• Rochester Craft Beverage Trail -
Jason Barrett, Black Button Distilling

• Senator Rich Funke Legislation



Senator Rich Funke and
Assemblyman District Majority Leader Joseph Morelle

• Sen. Funke: State Senator for 55th

District of NY
• NYS Tourism, Sports and Arts 

Committee
• Assemblyman Joe Morelle: 

Assembly District 136 Majority Leader

• Has introduced Legislation for Craft 
Beverage Trail signage



From File Drawer to Incorporation
• Why Ontario County Visitors Connection –

The Canandaigua Wine Trail Connection?
• What’s in it for us?

• Enhanced niche product profile in 
booming marketplace

• The “Rules” 
• Must include any and all of Ontario 

County
• Must contain the FLX Designation
• Must have Visit Rochester blessing –

County tourism turf respect



ROC/FLX Craft Beverage Trail

• Who is it today?
• An incorporated 501c6 business 

with our office listed as the place 
of business

• Membership based 
• Monroe, Ontario, Wayne Counties
• How are we helping them?

• 1st Success was a grant through 
the NYWGF









Brewery Facts
• New York State is now home to 

400 breweries

• NYS surpassed the previous record of 
393 breweries set in 1876

• 243 new breweries have obtaining 
licenses since 2012



Early Marketing Efforts
• Created Printed Piece – 10M

• New York Wine & Grape 
Foundation

• Canandaigua Lake Wine Trail
• 17 Breweries, Cideries, 

Distilleries
• Map
• Wayne County Office of 

Tourism, Visit Rochester, 
FLVC

• 2 Wayne County Wineries



Current/Future Marketing Efforts
• Launch the Trail!

• Media blitz with Sen. Funke
• Launch the Website
• Distribution of Printed Piece
• Social Media – Facebook, Instagram
• Possible Influencer Mentions

• Launch the Trail!
• Media blitz with Sen. Funke
• Launch the Website: 

http://www.rocflxcraftbevtrail.com/
• Distribution of Printed Piece
• Social Media – Facebook, 

Instagram, Twitter
• Possible Influencer Mentions
• Trail E-mail Newsletter



The Trail today!

Wineries
Arbor Hill Grapery & Winery
Billsboro Winery
Casa Larga Vineyards
Hazlitt’s Red Cat Cellars
Heron Hill Winery
Inspire Moore Winery
JD Wine Cellars
New York Wine & Culinary Center
Raymor Estate Cellars Winery
Young Sommer Winery

Breweries
Brew & Brats at Arbor Hill
CB Craft Brewers
Glass Factory Bay Brewing
Irish Mafia Brewing Company
Knucklehead Craft Brewing
Lost Borough Brewing Company
Naked Dove Brewing Company
Noble Shepherd Craft Brewery
Peacemaker Brewing Company
Reinvention Brewing Company
Rohrbach Brewing Company
Swiftwater Brewing Company 
Three Huskies Brewing 
Young Lion Brewing Company

Cideries
Embark Craft Ciderworks
Old Goat Cidery
Rootstock Ciderworks

Distilleries
Apple Country Spirits
Black Button Distilling
Honeoye Falls Distillery
Iron Smoke Distillery



Next Steps for ROC/FLX Trail

 April meeting/mixer with Trail members to discuss next steps

 Formal leadership put in place

 Event planning

 More members!

 Merchandise



Questions?
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