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Excelsior Pass
Be a part of a safely reopened New York

As of March 2021



2

Vaccines and Testing Are Critical to the Reopening – And 
New York Is Expanding Capacity to Meet the Moment 

• New York State is continuing to ramp 

up vaccinations, with over 180,000 

vaccines administered each day.

• The State has built nation-leading 

testing capacity – more than 200,000 

tests are conducted per day.

• Expanded vaccination and testing 

capacity is allowing New York State to 

safely resume more economic 

activities
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State Reopening: Key Economic Activities Will 
Require Proof of Vaccine or Negative Test
Major Stadiums and Arenas:

• As of February 23, sites must obtain DOH approval for both venues and events, and institute a 10 percent capacity 

limit.

• All spectators must show a negative COVID-19 PCR test obtained within 72 hours of the event.

Weddings and catered events: 

• As of March 15, can resume statewide at 50 percent capacity with no more than 150 people per event.

• All patrons must show proof of vaccination, negative PCR test within 72 hours, or negative antigen test within 6 

hours.  

• Must notify their respective county health department or local public health authority if hosting an in-person and 

catered event above the State’s maximum social gathering limit.

Event, arts and entertainment venues:

• As of April 2, can reopen at 33 percent capacity, up to 100 people indoors and up to 200 people outdoors without 

testing. 

• Capacity can increase up to 150 people indoors and up to 500 people outdoors if patrons show proof of 

vaccination, negative PCR test within 72 hours, or negative antigen test within 6 hours. Subject to DOH guidance. 

NOTE: Events located in areas that are designated as cluster zones may have lower social gathering limits in effect.
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New York State is expanding services that will facilitate the 
reopening of venues and businesses in line with new guidance

We are expanding low-cost rapid 

testing, with the launch of the 

New York Forward Rapid Test Program

providing an extensive rapid testing 

network for event attendees.

We are launching Excelsior Pass:

the secure one-stop source for up-to-

date testing and vaccination status for 

New Yorkers.
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How can these expanded services help New York State venues 
and businesses?

New York Forward Rapid Test Program 

Gives venue owners additional sites to 

refer day-of-event attendees for rapid 

testing.

Excelsior Pass

Provides venues and patrons with 

secure test and vaccine information, 

easily scanned to ensure convenient 

event flow-through.
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New York Forward Rapid Test Program

The New York Forward Rapid Test Program is a unique 

public-private partnership to make low-cost rapid testing 

available to the public to support enhanced economic 

activity, including weddings, catered events and arts and 

entertainment venues.

Dozens of sites will be open across the state by March 15 

offering rapid testing available for no more than $30 and 

providing participants results within 30 minutes. Individuals 

that are not experiencing COVID symptoms and that have 

not had a recent known exposure to COVID-19 may 

participate. 

The program supplements New York State’s nation-leading 

diagnostic testing capacity.

To learn more, visit: NY.Gov/RapidTestProgram
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How do individuals store test 

results and vaccine status? 

How can businesses and venues 

verify results and/or vaccine 

status? 

Introducing…

New York State Excelsior Pass. 
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Excelsior Pass Overview

Excelsior Pass gives NYS residents and workers a 

convenient method to share and control access to 

their COVID vaccination and testing records.

Users can show their “Pass” to businesses (or 

other authorized verifiers) and the verifier can 

instantly determine that the pass is valid.

Verifiers only have the ability to validate a holder’s 

pass, and are not able to see any more information 

than is necessary to verify validity. This protects the 

privacy of the user and enables security of the 

underlying vaccination and test data.

Coming soon!
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Excelsior Pass Journey
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Adds Excelsior Pass

to Wallet

Shows digital/printed pass to 

the catering representative

Accessing Excelsior Pass

Prints

Excelsior Pass

Adds Excelsior Pass to 

physical wallet

SMS msg linking to

epass.ny.gov
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How can venue and business owners take advantage of 
these expanded services?

➢ Visit NY.Gov/RapidTestProgram frequently 

to find rapid test sites in your area – new 

locations opening statewide

➢ Encourage event attendees to download 

Excelsior Pass Wallet when available in 

anticipation of future events

➢ Download and use Excelsior Pass 

Scanner when available for all your events 

to conveniently verify testing results 

and/or vaccine status and minimize event 

entry waiting time


