STAY

Kick back in a hammock on the edge of Lake Granbury.

Granbury is Inn

Explore the town’s modern offerings while lodging on the lake

HEN JIM LEITCH
and his wife, Cathy
Casey. opened the
Inn on Lake Gran-
bury in 2005, they couldn’t predict
their new business would dovetail
with the fresh energy now infus-
ing Granbury. While the two are too
modest to claim credit, their subtly
sophisticated lodging helped shift the
appeal of this lakeside destination
just southwest of Dallas-Fort Worth.
Prior to the inn’s debut, Granhury’s
prevailing charms clung mostly to a
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sweet, old-fashioned ambiance often
associated with creaky antiques
shops, tea rooms, and bed-and-break-
fasts broadcasting a comfortable,
grandmotherly atmosphere. That’s
what travelers sought in their week-
end stays here, These days, how-
ever, visitors to the area are seeking
splashy fun by way of new kayaking,
paddleboarding, and waterskiing op-
portunities. Shops offer more modern
choices including art, housewares,
clothes, and jewelry, and a few fash-
ionable lodgings appeal to romantic

escapists or girlfriends on a getaway.
The town’s restaurant offerings have
grown more sophisticated, too, with a
bevy of wine and cocktail diversions.
When my husband and I recently
made the short trip from our Fort
Worth home, the inn once again
proved to be a favorite antidote to city
life. Settling into a pair of Adiron-
dack chairs on a bluff rising about
30 feet or so over the lake’s surface
and equipped with glasses of wine,
we both sighed aloud as our stress
melted away. Hearing the gently
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Above: The grounds of the Inn on Lake Granbury. Below: Stand-up paddleboarding is just one of the fun water activites you can do in town.

lapping water and watching the oc- two-story lake house, both with full | stands of pink oleander that prov#
casional fishing boat slip past lulled kitchens, lots of room for lounging, | hit of privacy.

us into a pleasant trance as we lin- dining and entertaining, and ample ‘ The inn’s appeal goes heyond
gered in the shade of giant. aged live lake views. No matter which of the looks, however: No detail is too sm
oaks. We'd do this every weekend if | lodgings we've nabbed for the week- such as bottled water and drinkin
we could. end, we're never

After gutting and rebuilding an | more than a short
1880 home—it had previously heen | walk to the lake- Ll :
one of those old-school B&Bs in town ‘ side. On our most e s
for nearly a decade—Jim and Cathy | recent stay in the
opened the inn with eight bedrooms | cottage, shaded
in what’s now called the main house. by magnolia and
The rooms are decorated with paint- | crape myrtle trees,
ings, heavy wood furnishings, lavish we were just a
upholstery and drapes. and posh bed few feet from the
and bath linens: some have balconies. inn’s saltwater
patios, and stone fireplaces. swimming pool.
They also hought an adjacent | aserene spot sur-
property with two limestone build- rounded by rock,
ings and made those into four suites potted plants, fan
with fireplaces and wet bars. Other palms rustling in
options include a cottage and a the breeze, and
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coffee, soft drinks. and water stocked
in the suites, cottage, and lake house.
In the downstairs parlor, everyone
gathers in the late afternoon for wine,
cheese, and hors d'oeuvres. Jim and
Cathy’s elahorate breakfast spreads—
served in a sunny dining room at-
tached to a small conference center
that hosts retreats and wedding re-
ceptions—astounded us with its vari-
ety and indulgence, from green chile
cheese grits, herbed scrambled eggs,
and thick-sliced smoked bacon, to
pecan-brioche bread pudding with
whiskey sauce. Fresh flowers deco-
rate each table, and all dining room
seats offer a view of lush flowerbeds
and. if you're lucky. a glimpse of the
inn’s fluffy cat, Sammy.

‘While the owners of the Inn on
Lake Granbury are too modest
to claim credit. their subtly so-
phisticated lodging helped shift
the appeal of this lakeside desti-
nation just southwest of Dallas-
Fort Worth.

The innkeepers’ concierge service
raises the bar for hospitality, as
well; Jim sits on national and state
innkeeper association boards, thus his
keen interest in standards, and he and
Cathy are both involved in numerous
local community groups. Whatever
amusement guests seek in town, the
couple has ideas at the ready. The
beautifully renovated, historic opera
house is a favorite, with musicals and
plays performed hy the Granbury
Theatre Company and tribute shows
in between (think cover bands playing
music by the Beatles, Chicago, and the
Eagles, among others). Most recently,
they steered us to Eighteen-Ninety
Grille & Lounge on the courthouse
square, which proved a far more
upscale experience than expected in a
small town with its fine preparations
of the ahi tuna appetizer and seared
duck breast entrée.

Natural Bridge Wildlife Ranch is located in the beautiful Texas Hill Country, just minutes from
New Braunfels, San Antonio and Austin. Animals from all over the world, over 40 species, call the
Wildlife Ranch a safe home-away-from-home. Our unique African Safari, Texas Style is open 362

days a year. We know you |l love visiting the Safari Camp Grill, the Safari Trading Post, Lemur

fsland the Safari Sweet Spot Tower Creek and more!

www.WidhfeRanchIexa&com

MORE TO
EXPLORE:

imagine o place that fowers overhead, even though it's deep underground. A place filled with delicate
formations of solid stone formed by single splashes of water. A place that's eons old, but feels brand new
every fime you see it. From giant chambers that echo with mystery fo passages with discovery oround every
bend, come see what makes Natural Bridge Caverns. .. Naturally AMAZING.

NaturalBridgeCaverns.com
210-651-6101 '
Naturally AMAZING
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American Watercolor Society Show
Sep 7-2 6« kacckerrville.com

.y !
"The Party" - 35th Annual

Art Sale & Exhibition
Sep 15 -museumofwesternart.com

Returning This Year - The Texas State Arts & Crafts Fair!
Sept 29-30 - hcaf.com

KERRVILLE
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
“Lorrie Morgan”

Aug 24 -CaillouxTheater.com KerrvilleTexasCVB.com - 830-792-3535

MATAGORDA COUNTY THE SECRET'S OUT

877-TRVL FUN
visitbaycitytx.com ¥ Shors Thes
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STAY

If you're looking for a popular l¢
hangout, Stumpy’s Lakeside Grill
is tops. Claiming a waterside pic-
nic tahle, we tore into grilled fish
tacos and sweet potato fries while
watching ducklings paddling beb
mama ducks. The “sweet shack” o8
fers gorgeous temptations in the ¥
of picture-perfect cupcakes. and a
boutique sells everything from fas
ionable flip-flops to Yeti coolers.
Stumpy’s adjacent business, Lake
Granbury Marina, rents pontoon
boats, stand-up paddleboards, ané
one- and two-person kayaks. Ma
staffer Wendy Crawford promises
that anybody, including kids, can
become kayaking experts after he
quick, informal lessons.

Looking for another way to enter
tain ourselves by the water the nex
day, we wandered into the nearhy
Rockin’ S Bar & Grill, which sits oz
a floating dock close to the US 377
bridge. As we shared fried pickles
and chips and salsa while sipping &
frosty mugs of Blood & Honey, the &
nowned American ale from local &
volver Brewing, we watched folks
heading out from Sam’s Dock next
door. That’s the place to rent ski bos
Waverunners, and the Craig Cat, a
little two-passenger boat the staff If
ens to a James Bond-esque nautica
sports car.

So much fun in the sun can wes
vou out, but we mustered a secon
wind for a late-afternoon tour an
tasting at Local Goat. a new disti
ery in town. Enjoying appetizers
and the refreshing Billy Goat Gir
let. incorporating hotanical vodlk:
made on-site, we settled in for li
music and toasted to Granbury’s
new vitality. &

THE INN ON LAKE
GRANBURY isat 205 W.D
St., Granbury. Rooms and suites
range from $195 to $325 per nig
with guest houses starting at §33
and $695. Call 817-573-0046:
innonlakegranbury.com.




