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OODLAND MOTOR LODGE

Visit us for your Northern Michigan Summer Fun!Visit us for your Northern Michigan Summer Fun!
Motels & Cabins | Family Owned & Operated | Friendly Hosts

Quiet, Wooded Setting

Clean, Comfortable Rooms

Reasonable Rates

Jacuzzi Suites

Kitchen Suites

Free Wi-Fi

Picnic Pavilion

Fire Pits

Recently Remodeled

Cabins

No Contact Check-in Available

267 S. I-75 Business Loop, Grayling, MI 49738
(one mile north of downtown)

Phone Reservations: (989)348-9094
Easy Online Reservations: woodland-motel.com

W

Visit us for complete 4-season fun!Visit us for complete 4-season fun!
Canoeing + Fishing + Biking + HikingCanoeing + Fishing + Biking + Hiking
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heartofupnorthrealty@gmail.com 9947 Outing Place, Grayling

Residential • Commercial • Vacant Land

Mary E. Becker
Broker/Owner
Premier Agent Since 2007
586-242-1179
Office: 989-889-1205
www.heartofupnorth.net

Covering All of Northern Michigan!Covering All of Northern Michigan!

“Home” work is what we do best!
Free Market Analysis

Come see us at 
our branch office:

6674 West M-72 Hwy., Grayling

scan this qr code
for listings, 
agents, services 
and more



Grayling 
Welcomes 

You
Whatever you are looking for, Grayling has it. 

From outdoor recreation opportunities to special 
events to the world-famous AuSable River Canoe 
Marathon, there is plenty planned this summer in 
Grayling. 

We have lakes and rivers to swim, fish and pad-
dle. We have trails for hiking and bicycling. We 
have Hartwick Pines State Park, North Higgins 
Lake State Park, Wellington Farm USA, the Gray-
ling Fish Hatchery and Hanson Hills Recreation 
Area. We have disc golf courses. We have museums, 
art galleries and playgrounds. We have canoe races, 
bike races and foot races. We even have a Fred Bear 
statue. 

And, don’t forget our hotels, motels and camp-
grounds. Come enjoy meals at our restaurants. 
Enjoy drinks at our bars and breweries. Shop at our 
stores and galleries. 

Grayling has a lot to offer and we hope you enjoy 
your time here. 

Please use this Summer Visitor’s Guide, a publi-
cation of the Crawford County Avalanche in part-
nership with the Grayling Visitors Bureau, as your 
guide to a wealth of information about things to do 
during your visit to the Grayling area this summer.

Welcome!
4 | 2026 Grayling Summer Visitor’s Guide
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ABOUT THE CRAWFORD COUNTY AVALANCHE
The Crawford County Avalanche, Grayling’s hometown newspaper, 

has been publishing since 1879.

The Avalanche is a weekly newspaper that provides information on 
local news and sports in Grayling and Crawford County  

in print and online editions. 

CONTACT US
Crawford County Avalanche

108 Michigan Avenue | P.O. Box 490, Grayling, MI 49738

PHONE (989) 348-6811 

news@crawfordcountyavalanche.com 

www.crawfordcountyavalanche.com
Published by the Houghton Lake Resorter, Inc.
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April 25
Opening Day of Trout Season 

April 25
Leaky Waders 1k

Lovells Arts & Crafts Fair
@ Lovells Township

May 2
Kentucky Derby Gala

@ Camp Grayling

June 6
Hanson Hills Challenge 5-Mile 

Trail Run 
@ Hanson Hills Recreation Area

June 19-20
Ragnar Trail Relay

@ Hanson Hills Recreation Area

July 4
Fourth of July Parade
on Michigan Avenue

July 11
Black Bear Gran Fondo

@ Hanson Hills Recreation Area

July 17-26
AuSable River Festival

July 18
Classic Car & Truck Show

on Michigan Avenue

July 21
AuSable River Festival Kids Day

@ Grayling City Park 

July 22-24
AuSable River Canoe Marathon 

Time Trials

July 22
HUP Race

@ Grayling City Park

July 24-25
Arts & Craft Show

@ Grayling City Park

July 25
Duck Derby

@ Grayling City Park 

July 25
AuSable River Canoe Marathon 

Parade

July 25
AuSable River Festival 5k & 10k
@ Hanson Hills Recreation Area

July 25-26
AuSable River Canoe Marathon 

August 8
Forest Fest 

@ Hartwick Pines State Park 

August 15
Lovells Bridge Walk 

August 22-23
Black Iron Days 

@ Hartwick Pines State Park 

August 21-Sept. 6
Great Northern Art Explosion

@ AuSable Artisan Village 

August 21
Fall Block Party

on Michigan Avenue
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Calendar
of Events

For information on upcoming events in Crawford County, visit:
Crawford County Avalanche | crawfordcountyavalanche.com

Grayling Chamber of Commerce | graylingchamber.com
Grayling Visitors Bureau | graylingmichigan.org

Visit www.crawford 
countyavalanche.com 
or scan the QR code to 

learn more about what’s 
happening in Grayling.
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summer fun!
paddle your way to

kayaks bed & breakfast canoes

101 MAPLE STREET, GRAYLING
989.348.4921

info@canoeborchers.com

www.canoeborchers.com

Canoes, single & tandem kayaks available
2.5-5.5 hour day trips
overnight camping trips

Come & stay Up North at
Borchers Riverside Bed & Breakfast, 

right on the banks of the AuSable

CANOE KAYAK
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Summer 
Fun

Summer 
Fun

Come play 
outdoors this 

summer at 
Grayling and 

Crawford County

Come play 
outdoors this 

summer at 
Grayling and 

Crawford County
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Biking and Hiking Connecting Grayling with 
Grayling High School and Hartwick Pines 
State Park, the Grayling Bicycle Turnpike 
is a paved trail that is separated from the 
road in most areas. The trail is used for 
walking, jogging and bicycling. Leading 
to the AuSable River, the Rayburn Estate 
Trail includes a picnic spot and a foot 
bridge. Hanson Hills Recreation Area also 
provides a variety of trails for hiking and 
biking. 

Canoeing and Kayaking Quiet water sports 
like canoeing and kayaking can be enjoyed 
on not only the AuSable River, but also 
Lake Margrethe, KP Lake, Shupac Lake 
and Jones Lake. 

Disc Golf Disc golfers have two course 
options at Hanson Hills Recreation Area. 
One course is a mostly flat, shorter course, 
while the other is longer and includes a 
hilly terrain. 

Horseback Riding A spur of the Shore-to-
Shore Riding and Hiking Trail goes from 
the Frederic/Grayling area into the Pigeon 
River State Forest near Indian River and 
Mullet Lake. 

Playgrounds Spots to picnic and play 
include: 
Beaver Creek Township Park - picnic ta-
bles, restrooms
Frederic Township Park - picnic tables
Grayling City Park - located on the AuS-
able River, it includes picnic tables, pavil-
ion, restrooms 
Grayling Township Park - located across 
from the Grayling Fish Hatchery, it in-
cludes hiking, biking, playscape, play-
ground and picnic tables
Hartwick Pines State Park - picnic tables, 
pavilion and restrooms

Skateboarding The Grayling Skate Park 
is a 20,000 sq. ft. facility located next to 
Grayling City Hall, 1020 City Blvd. 
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Welcome to Summertime in Grayling
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Outdoorsman's Paradise on the AuSable River
F�nley's Riverside Cabins

Pavilion Includes:
Tables & Chairs

Charcoal Grill + Griddle
Private Parking + Pergola
Bluetooth Sound System

Seating for up to 80 people
Weddings + Graduations
Family & Class Reunions

Corporate Retreats & More!

Phil & Brenda Chilcote • (989)745-6673 • finleysriversidecabins@gmail.com
5973 West M-72 Hwy., Grayling, MI 49738

FinleysRiversideCabins.com

Property Details:
5 of the 7 private cabins have
2 double beds, fully furnished 

kitchen, towels & linens provided 
& free WiFi. Remaining 2 cabins 

are "glamping cabins."

Northern Michigan rental cabins offer the best of both worlds, 
situated on 16 wooded acres with 1,000 feet of private AuSable River 

frontage, and located on a bustling stretch of M-72
Easy access to fishing, hunting, hiking, snowmobile trail heads, 

cross-country ski trails, snowshoeing, Hanson Hills' fat tire bike and 
mountain bike trails and downhill skiing. Close to state and federal 

hunting land and ATV trails.

Rates:
•Call for rates & availability
•2 nights minimum stay and 
2-week maximum stay
•Discounts offered for stays longer 
than 1 week & to military personnel
•Full payment due at time of 
booking to hold requested dates

Refunds:
•100% refund for cancellation more 
than 14 days before check-in date 
(minus processing fees)
•50% refund for cancellations more 
than 7 days before check-in date 
(minus processing fees)

Swimming Crawford County offers a 
variety of swimming and beach options. 
Lake Margrethe, at the State Forest 
Campground, offers swimming and 
beach areas, as does Higgins Lake, 
located in the southern end of the 
county. Smaller public beaches are 
located at Jones Lake, Kneff Lake and 
Shupac Lake.

Trail Riding Off-road vehicle riders 
have several options within Crawford 
County, including the 29-mile long 
Frederic Loop ORV Trail. The Frederic 
trail system connects into the Kalkaska 
system with more than 100 miles 
available to riders. ORVs can also ride 
on the shoulder of many county roads. 

Find information on these  
activities and more at
GraylingMichigan.org
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There are few better ways of 
enjoying a warm summer day 
than floating down a river in a 
kayak, canoe or tube, immersed in 
nature.

Paddlers in Grayling – whether 
alone or with family and friends 
– have a choice of two rivers, 
the AuSable and Manistee, both 
known as “Class I” rivers; both 
have few obstructions and have 
small waves. 

According to the 
Grayling Visitors Bureau 
(graylingmichigan.org), “Canoeing 
or kayaking through beautiful 
forests of pine, birch and cedar 
on rivers perfect for beginners, 
couples, families or large groups 
is the ideal way to enjoy a 
warm summer day or to view 
magnificent fall colors. Catch 
an occasional glimpse of deer, 
mink, blue heron, several species 
of ducks, and other birds and 
wildlife.”

Justin Davis, who owns 
Borchers AuSable Canoe and 
Kayak and Riverside Bed and 
Breakfast with his wife, Abigail, 

said wildlife is abundant on the 
AuSable River. 

“It’s not unusual to see ducks, 
geese, cranes, river otters, a 
plethora of different small and 
medium sized birds, turtles and 
the occasional beaver,” he said. 
“In the past, spotting a bald eagle 
was rare, but as the species is 
making a comeback, paddlers are 
seeing more and more of them as 
they often follow the river.” 

When preparing for a river trip, 
paddlers should bring sunscreen, 
sunglasses and weather-
appropriate clothing, as well as 
snacks and some water (glass is 
discouraged), said Jim Humes, 
owner of Penrod’s Canoe Rental. 

“Some people bring a bottle 
of water and a granola bar and 
they’re good to go,” Humes said.

Paddlers should also wear a life 
jacket or have a personal flotation 
device on hand. 

Besides the necessities, paddlers 
should bring with them “a smile,” 
Humes said, and “a sense of 
adventure.”

Summer weekends can get busy 

on the rivers, so reservations 
are recommended. Some 
liveries operate year-round. 
Overnight camping at state forest 
campgrounds is also an option. 

A public launch for canoes and 
kayaks is available at Grayling 
City Park, located on South 
James Street (I-75 Business 
Loop), Grayling, across from the 
Michigan State Police Forensic 
Lab. Visit ausableaccess.com. 

There are also several canoe 
liveries in the Grayling area. 

AuSable River 
Humes at Penrod’s said Grayling 

has a good reputation when it 
comes to its rivers, and he started 
taking reservations in early-April.

“It does start early,” he said. 
“It’s nice.”

Penrod’s typically opens mid-
May, he said, adding that he also 
offers cabins, which are located 
directly on the river and opened in 
time for trout season.

“We’re actually pretty lucky,” he 
said, because the AuSable River 
does not have much fluctuation, 

On River Time
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Friendly staff, great food, 
hometown atmosphere.

Home of the Lumberjack Breakfast

Featuring 
Plath's 
Meats

211 Michigan Ave. • Downtown Grayling
Open 7am-2pm • 989.348.2141



as the area’s conditions are 
primarily sandy.

Humes said he markets 
a “family-friendly type of 
adventure.” He has a staff of about 
15, who keep busy in the office, the 
yard and picking up paddlers.

Trip lengths vary, but the 
two and a half-hour trip is 
recommended. There are picnic 
tables and restrooms about one 
hour down the river. An extra 
hour is promoted, Humes said, so 
people can stop and fish.

A state forest campground is 
located two hours down the river, 
he said. 

“We do a map run-through,” 
he said, and pickup times can be 
adjusted by calling the office.

Davis at Borchers said the 
AuSable River Homeowners 
Association, in cooperation 
with the Department of Natural 
Resources, “do an excellent job 
keeping the rivers as clear as they 
can” and there is typically a clear 
path through.

He said the area is also a popular 
fly fishing stretch, so clearing 
things completely out is not the 
goal. 

“They leave what some paddlers 
may feel like are obstructions, but 
they provide shade for the fish,” 
he said. “However, paddlers are 
very rarely put in a position where 
they would have to portage over 
anything.” 

He noted that paddlers can bring 
their own equipment, too, and use 
the Borchers’ car-spotting service. 

Carlisle Canoe Livery owner 
Janice Stevenson said, while 
she offers day trips like other 

canoe liveries, “We’re experts at 
overnight excursions.” 

Paddlers should do their 
research in advance, she said, 
adding, “I can help them in 
charting their course.” 

Stevenson said trips can take 
paddlers all the way to Oscoda.

There are state campgrounds, 
such as AuSable Canoe Camp, 
Burton’s Landing and Keystone 
Landing. There are also national 
forest campgrounds along the way. 

“They camp along the way,” she 
said. “People go for days and take 
their gear with them.” 

Manistee River 
Jodie Tompkins, who owns 

Shel-Haven Canoe Rental with 
her husband, Todd, said they 
offer canoe, kayak and “luxury” 
tube rentals. They also offer four 
vacation houses.

Tompkins said one trip on the 
Manistee River is offered. Paddlers 
are taken up river and can then 
take their time getting back to 
where they parked.

Built in 1964, Shel-Haven 
Canoe Livery has been owned by 
the Tompkins’ family for more 
than 30 years. Jodie Tompkins 
said the Tompkins children and 
grandchildren help them out.

According to the Shel-Haven 
Canoe Rental website, www.shel-
haven.com, the livery is “Your 
gateway to the North on the 
beautiful Manistee River.” Last-
minute items and souvenirs are 
available in the uniquely decorated 
store. The livery is open from 
Memorial Day weekend to Labor 
Day weekend.

Borchers Canoe & Kayak
101 Maple St., Grayling

(989) 348-4921
canoeborchers.com

Penrod’s Canoe Rental
100 Maple St., Grayling

1-888-467-4837
penrodscanoe.com

Shel-Haven Canoe Rental
11852 West M-72 Hwy., Grayling

(989) 348-2158
shel-haven.com

Carlisle Canoes
100 State St., Grayling

(989) 344-1400
carlislecanoelivery.com
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Picnic Pavilion
Playground
Children’s 

Storybook Trail
2 Disc Golf Courses

Mountain Bike 
Trails

Hiking Trails
3D Archery Course

989-348-9266    
hansonhills.org
7601 Old Lake Road
Grayling, MI 49738

For more 
information on any 

of these events, visit 
our website or follow 

us on Facebook!

2026 SPRING/SUMMER EVENTS
JUNE 6: Hanson Hills Challenge Trail Run
JUNE 19-20: Ragnar Relays
JULY 11: Black Bear Gran Fondo (Cycling Event)
JULY 12: Hanson Hills Challenge Mt. Bike Race
JULY 25: AuSable River Festival 10K & 5K



Celebrating its 25th year, the 2026 Black Bear Gran 
Fondo is scheduled for July 11.

There are 100-mile, 62-mile and 45-mile chip-
timed loops that start and finish in Grayling at Han-
son Hills Recreation Area. Helmets are required. 

Bike your way through the beautiful AuSable River 
Valley and enjoy nutrition and hydration along the 
way. There are five rest stations set up that offer re-
freshments and restrooms. A celebration meal awaits 
riders at the finish line under the Rotary Pavilion.

“It’s a great event,” said Rotarian Brad Scheer, 
route coordinator. “It’s our biggest fundraiser.”

Riders receive a police escort in Grayling, he said, 
and the routes are marked. A SAG (support and gear) 
truck follows along to help with repairs, and a “sweep 
rider” makes sure the last rider returns.

Scheer said the Black Bear Gran Fondo was con-

16 | 2023-2024 Fall & Winter Visitor’s Guide

Black Bear 
Gran Fondo 
in 25th year

ceived by Wayne Koppa of Grayling as an event that 
tied in with the AuSable River Canoe Marathon. 
Initially, the event took riders to Oscoda, along with 
the canoe marathoners, Scheer said, and it was later 
moved to its own date and changed to a loop ride.

“A gran fondo is a mass participation cycling event 
that got its start in Italy in the early 1900s,” accord-
ing to hansonhills.org/. “Loosely translated, it means 
everything from ‘great foundation,’ ‘great distance’ or 
‘great endurance.’ Some cyclists ride for the satisfac-
tion and pride of just making it to the finish line. Oth-
ers want to improve upon their previous times and to 
challenge themselves, their friends, their teammates. 
Some ride to win.” 

Online registration and information for the 2026 
Black Bear Gran Fondo can be found at hansonhills.
org/summer-activities, under “events.”
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PICK UP ALL YOU NEED FOR A GREAT DAY ON THE WATER!

bait
tackle &
beyond

KELLOGGS BRIDGE GROCERY
9439 E. North Down River Road, Grayling

989.344.0404 • kelloggsbridgegrocery@gmail.com

SOUTH BRANCH MARKET
3999 E. M-72 Hwy., Grayling

989.344.8853 • southbranchmarket@gmail.com

Recreational Fuel + ORV Trail Permits
Hunting/Fishing Licenses + Bait & Fishing Supplies

Michigan Lottery + Beer + Wine + Liquor
Groceries + Ice + Snacks
Subs + Pizza + Ice Cream

Bait & Fishing Supplies
Groceries + Ice

Snacks + Beer + Wine + Liquor

SUMMER’S SUMMER’S 
BREWINGBREWING

VOTED CRAWFORD COUNTY’S BEST OF THE BESTVOTED CRAWFORD COUNTY’S BEST OF THE BEST
Best Hamburger + Best French Fries + Best Fish Fry + Best WaitressBest Hamburger + Best French Fries + Best Fish Fry + Best Waitress

Howlers & Growlers
AvAilAble for CArryout

SUMMERTIME FUN
Mix ‘n’ MAtCH 

4-pACk prowler CAns

21 Rotating Taps • House-Brewed Beer • Spirits & Wine • Full Menu
Small Plates • Sandwiches • Gluten-Free Options

Premium Hand-Pattied Angus Burgers
Housemade To-Order “Pig Tails,” Reuben Rolls & Spinach Dip

Patio Game Room • Shuffleboard • Pool Tables • Arcade Games
Reserve Room for Special Events

Happy Hour 4-6
Tuesday-Thursday

20% off appetizers
$1 off draft beers, 
wine and spirits

2552 I-75 Business Loop, Grayling • www.deadbearbrewing.net • 989.745.6289



Tee Time
Northern Michigan – Crawford County 

included – offers a wide variety of 
opportunities for playing golf. Crawford 
County has three public golf courses within 
its limits: The Patriot, Grayling Country Club 
and Forest Dunes Golf Club. 

“Grayling is located in the heart of 
Northern Michigan and is easily accessible 
by freeways, earning it the nickname, 
‘Gateway to the North.’ For golfers, it is 
also considered the gateway to Northern 
Michigan’s golfing. With three of the top-
rated, award-winning courses in the United 
States, and located within an hour’s drive of 
another 30 courses, Grayling is unsurpassed 
in providing the ultimate in golfing 
adventures that will please even the most 
serious golfers,” according to the Grayling 
Visitors Bureau.

The Patriot (formerly Fox Run Country 
Club), Grayling Country Club and Forest 
Dunes Golf Club contain golf courses which 
are playable for all levels of golfers. 

The three golf courses also have some 
challenging hazards to make each round 
interesting. Grayling Country Club features 
standard bunkers and water. The Patriot’s 
hazards include marshes and ponds. Forest 
Dunes’ courses are edged by pine forest on 
several holes and include exposed sand and 
underbrush.

The Patriot
(989) 348-4343

thepatriotgolfcourse.com

Grayling Country Club
(989) 348-5618

graylingcountryclub.com 

Forest Dunes Golf Club
(989) 275-0700

forestdunesgolf.com
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Come Cast HereCome Cast Here
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DEED THEFT PROTECTION
From a Trusted Source

Locally serving Houghton Lake, Grayling, 
Cadillac, Lake City and West Branch

989.366.5551
TNTHoughtonLake@TransMI.com

www.TransnationTitle.com

ALTA 49.1 Endorsement - For your Title Insurance

Available 
M-F 

7AM-10AM

Now 
Serving 

Breakfast!

with flavor

600 N. James St., Grayling • (989)344-5554
www.tworiverdeli.com

SANDWICHES + SOUPS + HOMEMADE FOODS + HOUSEMADE SALADS
large dining area + specialty grocery items

pasties made fresh every tuesday & friday (frozen always available)
meats & cheeses sliced per order in-house
curbside pickup in front for call-in orders

Fuel Your Day

Online Ordering 
Available

With the AuSable River and Manistee Riv-
er, as well as several lakes in the area, Craw-
ford County offers ample opportunity for 
fishing, including world-class trout fishing. 
Each river offers brook, brown and rainbow 
trout and has numerous public access points. 

Fishing regulations vary between sections 
on the rivers with some areas designated as 
“flies only” and several miles of the AuSable 
River being “catch and release.” 

The majority of the waters, however, are 
open to any type of fishing, including flies, 
hardware and bait. 

Hatch activity generally begins in ear-
ly-March with the onset of spring and the 
emerging blackstones. Hendricksons are 
usually hatching by the opening day of trout 
season, which is April 25 this spring. 

Afternoon hatches make early- to mid-May 
a popular time for many fly fishers. By mid-
May, most hatches and spinner falls occur in 
the late-afternoon. The sulfur hatch begins 
in late-May and lasts about two weeks. The 

first week of June is a popular time on area 
streams with the brown drake hatch. 

Hatches continue through May and June, 
generally culminating with the “Hex” hatch, 
which is the big Michigan mayfly, the Hexa-
genia Limbata. The hatch brings fly fishers in 
large numbers as it is the time when trophy 
fish regularly surface feed. 

August brings the terrestrials, including 
grasshoppers, ants and crickets. The warm 
sunny days are an ideal time to fish brown 
trout lying along the grass banks waiting for 
grasshoppers. As fall approaches, anglers can 
enjoy the solitude of a quiet day and cool eve-
ning with brown and brook trout becoming 
active. 

Crawford County also has numerous lakes, 
which offer excellent fishing. Lake Margrethe 
and Higgins Lake offer a variety of fishing. 
North of Grayling and west of Lovells, lie 
smaller lakes like KP Lake, Jones Lake and 
Hargrove Lake. 
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Meander through the trails, listen to the thrup-
thrup-thrup of frogs, watch mother ducks with 
babies in tow and feed trout. 

All of these activities can take place in one spot 
- The Gray-
ling Fish 
Hatchery. 

The 
hatchery is 
where peo-
ple not only 
have the op-
portunity to 
view more 
than 1,000 
rainbow 
trout, they 
can also en-
joy nature 
in a variety 
of ways. 

The trout, 
which are 
provided by 
the Depart-
ment of 
Natural Re-
sources, can 
be fed in the hatchery’s raceways and people can visit the 
marsh raceway which is home to several turtles and frogs. 

The hatchery is also home to a Kid’s Fishing Pond, a 
pollinator garden and picnic area. Visitors can also take 
self-guided tours, visit the Bug Spot to learn about in-
sects at the hatchery, take photos at three photo stations 
and view various species of waterfowl. 

History
Rasmus Hanson founded the hatchery in 1914 and 

the Grayling Fish Hatchery Club was formed in 1916 
to reinforce natural trout reproduction in the AuS-
able River. At that time, the goal was to hatch and 
grow fish in ponds for restocking the river and also save the 
near-extinct grayling. The effort to save the grayling failed, 
however, brook and brown trout were planted in the river.  

Grayling Fish 
Hatchery

We even got to feed the fish

There are lots of beautiful flowers

We got to see a whole lot of ducks
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In 1926, the hatchery was sold to the State of Michigan, 
however, operation ceased in the late-1960s and remained 
inactive until the early-1980s. Around 1983, the Grayling 
Fish Hatchery committee restarted the operation. 

Then, about six years ago, the Anglers of the AuSable 
leased the hatchery from Crawford County. 

The hatchery is currently operated by Grayling Fish 
Hatchery, Inc., a volunteer board that works in coopera-
tion with the Department of Natural Resources, as well as 
with Crawford County and other groups. 

During the summer months, from Memorial Day 
weekend through Labor Day weekend, the hatchery is 
open Friday through Sunday, as well as holiday Mon-
days from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Entry to the hatchery is 
free, however, fish food can be purchased for a mini-
mal fee. 

The hatchery is located at 4890 W. North Down 
River Rd., Grayling. 

Trying to catch a whopper

On a hot summer day, the blue waters of Higgins 
Lake can be a welcoming place to relax, but the area 
can also be a place to learn about Michigan’s deep 
conservation history. 

Located on the southern end of Crawford Coun-
ty, North Higgins Lake State Park and the Civilian 
Conservation Corps Museum offer recreational and 
historical opportunities for visitors.

With 449 acres on the shore of Higgins Lake, the 
state park offers biking on the Iron Belle Trail, pad-
dle sport opportunities, fishing, hiking, swimming 
and pet-friendly areas. There are also several facil-
ities at the state park including a beach house, boat 
launch, mini cabins, modern restrooms, a picnic area 
and a shelter, a playground, campsites with 50-amp 
service and water access. 

The trail system includes the 6.5-mile North 
Higgins-Beaver Creek Trail, the 3.8-mile North 
Higgins-Bosom Pines Trail and the 1.6-mile North 
Higgins-Upland Nature Trail. 

Just across North Higgins Lake Drive from North 

Higgins Lake State Park are the historical Higgins 
Lake Nursery and Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) 
Museum. 

The Higgins Lake Nursery, which was operated 
from 1903 to 1965, became one of the world’s largest 
pine nurseries. As part of the federal Depression-era 
Civilian Conservation Corps, more than 100,000 
Michigan men performed conservation and refor-
estation projects around the state. 

By the time the CCC program ended in 1942, 484 
million trees had been planted by CCC workers. 

Now, the Higgins Lake Nursery and CCC Museum 
is a place to see how CCC workers lived and worked 
as there are many personal items from CCC men 
on display. The grounds also have several historical 
buildings, as well as trails for recreation. 

A Department of Natural Resources Recreation 
Passport is required for entry into North Higgins 
Lake State Park and CCC Museum. North Higgins 
Lake State Park is located at 11747 N. Higgins Lake 
Dr., Roscommon. 

North Higgins LakeNorth Higgins Lake
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Hartwick Pines State Park
Hartwick Pines State Park, 3612 State Park Dr., 

Grayling, is named for its 49 acres of majestic, old-
growth pine forest – some of the last remaining in the 
state. 

Miles of trails offer hikers of all ages and abilities 
the chance to explore the diverse wildlife and forest 
landscapes. The Old-Growth Forest Trail is paved, but 
does have two steep grades.

The Visitor Center and the Logging Museum are 
open daily May 1 through Labor Day, from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 

Visitors Center
The Hartwick Pines Visitor Center, located within 

the state park, draws thousands of visitors, campers 
and school children each year to see old-growth pine 
forest. The year-round, accessible visitor center is a 
gateway to the towering pine forest and the Hartwick 
Pines Logging Museum. 

The first phase of the Visitor Center renovations 
was completed in January. It has reopened to the pub-
lic with its normal seasonal hours. 

“We will return to being open seven days a week on 
May 1,” Northern Lower Peninsula Historian Hillary 
Pine said.

Nature surrounds youNature surrounds you
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GET YOUR DIY ON! Stop in to check 
out our remodel
featuring lots of 

great new 
products!

T h e  h e l p f u l  p l a c e .
For quality and 
knowledgeable 

service, we 
can help!

McLean's Ace Hardware
209 S. James Street •  Grayling

989.348.2931

Repair Shop located 
next to hardware store.
Chainsaw Sharpening +  Small Engine Repair
Lock Servicing & More!

We are your OFFICIAL local Stihl Dealer: 989-348-1003

Phase Two, which will include a complete overhaul 
of the Visitor Center’s exhibit hall, is scheduled to 
begin in July, she said, and, at this time, construction 
work should not impact Visitor Center operations. 

“Most importantly, we shouldn’t have to close to the 
public like we did in 2025,” she said.

Pine said the Phase Two work was funded by the 
Natural Resources Trust Fund.

Logging Museum
Nestled among towering trees, the Hartwick Pines 

Logging Museum depicts Michigan’s 19th-century 
logging era. 

According to www.michigan.gov/mhc/museums/
hp, “Built in the 1930s by the Civilian Conservation 
Corps, the two museum buildings recreate original 
logging camp structures of the 1890s. A bunkhouse, 
cook’s shack, mess hall and blacksmith shop are just 
some of the exhibits that visitors can explore. Also, on 
site are equipment used to haul logs and build logging 
roads and a 1914 steam engine and sawmill.”

Events
• Kirtland’s warbler tours are available May 23-

June 30. For times and registration, visit michigan 
audubon.org.

• Hartwick Pines State Park’s Forest Festival is 
scheduled for Aug. 8, when visitors can celebrate and 
learn about the beauty and serenity of Michigan’s for-
ests, meet Smokey Bear, engage in activities and make 

some cool crafts. 
This fun-filled day for people of all ages takes place 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
• Black Iron Days is scheduled for Aug. 22-23. 
Featuring traditional blacksmithing, artisan 

demonstrations and historic logging era interpreta-
tions, the event is hosted by the Friends of Hartwick 
Pines.

The event runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., with free 
admission. 

Join blacksmiths, including members of the Michi-
gan Artist Blacksmith Association (MABA) and other 
artisans as they demonstrate how they make their 
crafts. Visitors can also observe the steam-powered 
sawmill in operation. Vendors will be on site selling 
various merchandise. 

All activities will take place at the Logging Museum. 
Limited parking is available – additional parking will 
be at the Hartwick Pines Day Use Area. 

Programs may be canceled or relocated due to 
pending Visitor Center renovations. Hartwick Pines 
State Park is located at 3612 State Park Dr., Grayling. 
Call the Visitor Center at (989) 348-2537 or email 
KasmerC@Michigan.gov. 

A Recreation Passport is required for vehicle entry 
into Michigan state parks. Reservations may be made 
for campsites, overnight lodging, harbors and picnic 
shelters at MiDNRReservations.com or by calling 
1-800-44-PARKS (1-800-447-2757).
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Hanson 
Hills

Hanson 
Hills

Hanson Hills Recreation Area, 
operated by Grayling Recreation 

Authority, offers recreational oppor-
tunities during the spring and sum-
mer months, in addition to its skiing 
events in the winter. 

Visitors to the area can explore 
mountain biking and hiking trails, or 
play a round of disc golf on the Pine 
Knoll course or the PDGA Course 
(The Hill). 

Families can enjoy the Fin and 
Feather Storybook Trail, a half-
mile of fun and learning that starts 
and finishes at the playground. The 
trail features 20 display boards 
that showcase pages of a beloved 
children’s storybook. Each month 
through the spring and summer, 
Hanson Hills will feature a new book 
for families to enjoy as they walk the 
trail. 

Hansons Hills has a pavilion for 
picnics, a kids’ fishing pond and a 
30-target 3-D archery course. Several 
events are hosted during the spring 
and summer months, including bicy-
cle and foot races on scenic trails. 

Hanson Hills Recreation Area, 
7601 Old Lake Rd., Grayling, can be 
reached at (989) 348-9266. 

Hanson Hills Challenge  
5-Mile Trail Run, June 6 

The Hanson Hills Challenge offers 
a three-mile-ish trail run, which 
features two-track trails on relatively 
flat ground with one uphill climb. 
It also offers a five-mile trail run 
featuring two-track trails on a hilly 
course. 

Ragnar Trail Relay, June 19-20 
In its seventh year, the race starts 

and finishes at the Ragnar Village, 
located at Hanson Hills. According 
to runragnar.com, the Ragnar Trail 
event takes place in a natural out-
door setting, which is part of what 
makes the experience memorable. 
Over the course of two days and one 
night, teams will run a relay-style 
race on three smooth, single-track 
trails. Participants will run through 
trees and over hills and at night 
under the stars with a headlamp 
lighting their way. 

Black Bear Gran Fondo, July 11 
In its 25th year, the Black Bear 

Gran Fondo is a cycling event that 
offers a 100-mile loop, as well as a 
62-mile and 45-mile loop. All three 

options begin and end at Hanson 
Hills. The event serves as a fundrais-
er for the Rotary Club of Grayling.

Hanson Hills Challenge  
Mountain Bike Race July 12
This cross country MTB race is 

part of the MORC (Michigan Off 
Road Championship) series. The trail 
is approximately 8.5 miles per lap of 
single and double track trails. Elite 
and Expert classes have a separate 
start time than All Sports and All 
Beginner classes (in a two-start 
format).

AuSable River Festival  
5k & 10k, July 25 

As part of the AuSable River 
Festival, Hanson Hills will offer the 
AuSable River Festival 5k & 10k 
races. Awards will be given to overall 
male and female winners, partici-
pation medals will be given, as well 
as custom T-shirts to the first 250 
registered participants. 

For information or to register for 
any events, visit hansonhills.org/
summer-activities.

A place to recreateA place to recreate
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www.happydogacres.com • kelly@happydogacres.com • 989-821-9137

New Rally Sports Class!

HAPPY DOG ACRES
Boarding, Daycare and Much More!
Check Out Our Training For:

Your New Dog
Intermediate & Advanced Skills

Agility 1, 2 & 3
Scent Work Intro

Out & About
Private Lessons

• Building a reliable reca�
• Reducing reactions to people and dogs
• Being able to relax at home or in public se	ings
• Loose leash walking
• Focusing on you in exciting environments

Contact us:



Gates AuSable Lodge
471 South Stephan Bridge Rd., Grayling

(989) 348-8462
gateslodge.com

(April-Oct) Each attractive room features 
a river view, dining room and extensive 
take-out menu, fly shop, guide service

River Country Motor Lodge
257 North I-75 Business Loop, Grayling

(989) 348-8619
rivercountrymotorlodge.com

Cozy rooms with microwaves and 
refrigerators, cabins and kitchenettes, 

picnic area, gas grills

Woodland Motor Lodge
267 South I-75 Business Loop, Grayling

(989) 348-9094
woodland-motel.com

Wooded scenic surroundings, barbecue 
and picnic area, microwave, fridge & 
coffee pot in all rooms, ATV access, 

cabins, kitchenettes and jacuzzi rooms

North Branch Outing Club
6122 East Co. Rd. 612, Grayling

989-348-7951
northbranchclub.com

Located on 20 acres and 400’ along 
the North Branch of the AuSable River,  

North Branch Outing Club has provided 
comfortable lodging, generous home-

cooked meals and a first-class northern 
experience since the turn of the century.

Presented by the Grayling Visitors Bureau 
graylingmichigan.org
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B&B

 Come Stay With Us - Grayling AreaLodging

Borchers Bed & Breakfast
On AuSable River, 101 Maple St.,  Grayling

(989) 348-4921
canoeborchers.com

Riverfront accommodations with on-site 
canoe and kayak rentals, wrap-around 

balcony overlooking AuSable River, 
family-style breakfast

Day’s Inn by Wyndham
2556 I-75  Business Loop, Grayling

(989) 344-0204
daysinn.com

Refrigerators, microwaves, double 
vanities, next to snowmobile trail, free 

deluxe continental breakfast,  
conference room seats 60, jacuzzi suites

Lake AuSable Lodge  
@ Forest Dunes

6376 Forest Dunes Dr., Roscommon

(989) 275-0700
forestdunesgolf.com

Nationally ranked golf resort featuring 
the Lake AuSable Lodge, golf villas and 

luxury cottages. Forest Dunes is home to 
two championship courses, a short and 

a putting course.

AuSable Riverview Resort
On AuSable River,  

10935 Linger Longer Rd., Grayling

(989) 344-2164
ausableriverviewresort.com

Clean, comfortable cabins for 1-10 
guests and 4,000 sq. ft. lodge for up to 

20. Private kitchens, baths and AC. River 
views, landing access, on-site market & 

fly shop. Pet friendly.

Penrod’s Resort
On AuSable River,  

100 Maple St., Grayling

(888) 467-4837
penrodscanoe.com

(April-Oct) Cabins located on 12 acres of 
the beautiful AuSable River mainstream, 
canoe, kayak and mountain bike rentals, 

quiet family atmosphere

Pointe North
1024 South I-75 Business Loop, Grayling

(989) 348-5950
Pointe North Of Grayling Motel

‘Country Inn’ style, each room uniquely 
decorated, morning coffee and cookies, 

refrigerators and microwaves, two 
kitchens

Quality Inn & Suites
2650 I-75 Business Loop, Grayling

(989) 290-7998
choicehotels.com

Full-service hotel & conference center, 
indoor recreation center including pool, 

next to snowmobile trails

Super 8 by Wyndham
5828 Nelson A. Miles Parkway, Grayling

989-710-2087
wyndhamhotels.com

Indoor swimming pool, meeting areas, 
guest laundry, continental breakfast, 
truck stop across the street with fast 

food service, jacuzzi suites

Northern Michigan Travel 
Experience
Crawford  County

989-889-4405
northernmichigantravelexperience 

.com
Nestled in Michigan’s natural beauty are 

three charming properties which are a 
perfect blend of relaxation and outdoor 

adventure.

Hanson House  
Bed & Breakfast
604 Peninsular, Grayling

989-217-0052
hansonhouse-grayling.com

This Victorian treasure offers opulent 
bedrooms with a historical touch, a grand 

dining room reminiscent of dignitaries’ 
gatherings, cozy reading corners, and the 

warmth of a fireplace.

B&B

B&B

Lodging Amenities Legend

Pets Welcome

Picnic Area

Canoe/Kayak Livery

Snowmobile Trail Access

Exercise Facility

Swimming Pool

Wireless Internet

Fishing/Fly Shop

Restaurant

Golf
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A race like 
no other 

The AuSable 
River Canoe 
Marathon
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Showroom featuring some of the most beautiful flooring in Northern Michigan

Hard Surfaces
Southwind • Mohawk 
COREtec • Homecrest

Lauzon • Triversa
Titan Surfaces

6131 W. M-72 Hwy., Grayling | 989.348.2636

Carpet
Shaw

Mohawk
LuxMax

Dreamweaver

Installation, Sales & Service

Dunckley Floor Covering LLC
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Grayling, a hotbed for professional paddling, becomes the mecca of the sport in July 
as people from around the United States, as well as the world, gather on the AuSable 
River to watch the 120-mile marathon. 

Last year’s marathon attracted a record number of teams that hailed from not only 
Michigan, but 21 states, as well as Canada, Great Britain and Belize. 

The 78th Annual Consumers Energy AuSable River Canoe Marathon, will kick off at 9 
p.m., Saturday, July 25, in Grayling and end approximately 14 hours later in Oscoda.

DA$H For CA$H
Tuesday, July 21 

Time Trial Sprints Day 1
Wednesday, July 22

Time Trial Sprints Day 2
C-1 Express Race

Thursday, July 23

Time Trial Sprints Day 3
AuSable River Challenge 120

Friday, July 24

AuSable River Canoe Marathon Race Week Events

AuSable River Canoe Marathon 
Start - Saturday, July 25 | Finish - Sunday, July 26
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sno-trac villagesno-trac village
A special Northern Michigan place for peace & quiet and YEAR-ROUND fun!

Riverfront view of Big Creek trout stream which runs the resort’s west edge.
Seven miles south of Lovells in Crawford County.

Full Hook-up: Year Round

Park Trailer Sites with Concrete Pads

Pull-thru Sites: Daily & Seasonal

Tent & Group Camping Area With
Water at Shelter

Full Hook-up Sites: Limited Number Available
Seasonal On-Site Storage

Access to ORV Trail
93 Octane Rec Fuel On Site

Ample Parking

3576 Sno-Trac Trail • Grayling, MI 49738
989-348-9494

The perfect place to get away from the hustle and bustle of the city.

fgordenscott2@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook: Sno-Trac Village Campground

Snowmobile Museum
Vintage Sleds
History of Sno-Trac Village
Snowmobile Production  in Michigan since 1903
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The start of the marathon is nothing short of excitement. With paddlers entering the 
AuSable River in a LeMans-style start as the sun begins to set, the large crowd waits 
with intensity as the first team jumps into the river. 

From there, it’s nothing but chaos, as more than 100 two-person teams run, jump 
and jockey for position in their canoes. 

A test of skill, physical conditioning, strategy and endurance, the C-2 (two-pad-
dlers) race, which has been described as “grueling,” challenges paddlers to tackle the 
120-miles route that goes through the night hours along with several portages before 
reaching Oscoda. 

The 2025 marathon was won by Grayling’s Travis Mecklenburg and Weston Wil-
loughby of Traverse City with a time of 14:17:07. The duo completed the marathon after 
leading the race the entire way. Coming in second place last summer was Chris Issen-
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Family Fun on the Famous

AuSable RiverAuSable River

Large Selection of KAYAKS
Single & Tandem

18’ Canoes for Families
2 1/2 & 4 Hour Trips

989-348-2910
100 Maple Street • Grayling, MI 49738

CanoeGrayling.comCanoeGrayling.com

Together, We are Protected.
Insurance That Grows With You.

Whether it's 
family, home 

or business, 
your security 
is our priority.

• Commercial Insurance

• Individual Insurance

• Health Insurance

• Life Insurance

CONTACT US TODAY!

989.348.6761
201 Huron Street • Grayling
cornellinsurance.com

dorf and Christophe Proulx with a time of 
14:20:43. 

Known as “The World’s Toughest Spec-
tator Race,” thousands of people will fol-
low the marathon through the night to 
watch the paddlers race from Grayling to 
Oscoda. 

The AuSable River Canoe Marathon is 
the middle leg of the Triple Crown of Ca-
noe Racing. The Triple Crown also features 
the General Clinton Canoe Regatta on New 
York’s Susquehanna River and La Clas-
sique Internationale de Canots de la Mau-
rice, which is held on Quebec, Canada’s 
Saint-Maurice River. 

For information on the AuSable River 
Canoe Marathon, visit www.ausablecanoe 
marathon.org. 
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AuSable River FestivalAuSable River Festival

Downtown Grayling transforms into a 
celebration of all things river and paddling 
related for the annual AuSable River Festival, 
which will take place July 17-26. 

Held in conjunction with the AuSable River 
Canoe Marathon, the AuSable River Festival 
is hosted by the Grayling Regional Chamber 

of Commerce and is in its 78th year. 
Kicking off the festival July 17 will be the 

Annual Car Show Cruise Night. Then, July 18, 
classic vehicles will be lined up along Michi-
gan Avenue for the Classic Car & Truck Show. 

Kids will be the focus July 21 for Kid’s Day 
and July 22 the AuSable River Canoe Mara-
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WELLINGTON FARM
Rural Heritage Museum

Opening the season 
with a BANG May 15, 2026!
Civil War Reenactment Weekend!
May 15-17

Historic | Educational | Crafters Alley | Weddings

989.348.5187 • 6944 S. Military Rd., Grayling, MI 49738989.348.5187 • 6944 S. Military Rd., Grayling, MI 49738

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 15 Opening day, park opens at 9 a.m.
June 12, 13, 19, 20 Let’s go Fly a Kite! Youth kite day.
June 26, 27 Sticky Buns Day
July 10, 11, 12 Quilt & Craft Show
July 18 Christmas in July Visitors Center Store Sale

Check our Facebook page for updates & more events.
SPRING HOURS: Fri. & Sat. 9am-5pm | Sun. 11am-4pm

SUMMER HOURS: Wed.-Sat. 9am-5pm | Sun. 10am-4pm

www.wellingtonfarmusa.com
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thon time trials will kick off at Penrod’s Ca-
noe Livery beginning at 4 p.m. 

Will it sink? Will it float? Those are the 
questions for the 2026 HUP (Hurry Up and 
Paddle) Race, which will be held July 22 at 
Grayling City Park. As part of the HUP Race, 
teams will test their engineering skills to see 
if their homemade boats will make it down 
the AuSable River. 

AuSable River Canoe Marathon time trials 
will continue July 23 beginning at 3 p.m. and 
the Business Relay canoe race will be held at 
4:20 p.m. at Penrod’s Canoe Livery. Later in 
the evening, the Miss AuSable River Festival 
Scholarship Program will be held and a new 
Miss AuSable River Festival Queen will be 
announced. 

The final day of AuSable River Canoe Mar-
athon time trials will be July 24, beginning 
at 2 p.m., and the annual Special Olympics 
Canoe Races will be held at Penrod’s Canoe 
Livery at 2:45 p.m.

Saturday, July 25, means it’s race day. 
Prior to the 9 p.m. start of the AuSable Riv-
er Canoe Marathon, a full day of events has 
been scheduled. 

The day will start off with a Lumberjack 
Breakfast at Grayling Restaurant beginning 
at 8 a.m. and Hanson Hills Recreation Area 
will host the Grayling Recreation Authority’s 
10k/5k race at 9 a.m.

Prior to the AuSable River Canoe Mar-
athon, the AuSable River Festival Parade, 
which will feature a celebration of the Gray-
ling community, will take place July 25 at 4 
p.m. The parade will be followed by the AuS-
able River Canoe Marathon pre-race program 
and introduction of the paddlers, which will 
begin at 6 p.m. 

The AuSable River Canoe Marathon will 
then begin at 9 p.m. and will conclude at the 
finish line Sunday morning in Oscoda. 

For information on the AuSable River Fes-
tival, visit www.ausableriverfest.com.
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Church Service Directory

Sponsored by the Crawford County Avalanche

Bear Lake Christian Church
221 E. Bear Lake Rd. NE, Kalkaska | 231-258-6107

Sun. Bible Class 9 a.m., Service 10 a.m. 
  Wed. Prayer Meeting 5:30 p.m., Adult Bible Study 6:45 p.m.

Calvary Baptist Church
6504 W. M-72 Hwy., Grayling | 989-348-9220

Sun. School 9:45 a.m., Service 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
Wed. Service 6 p.m., The Rock 6-7:30pm

First Baptist Church of Frederic
6536 Manistee St., Frederic | 989-348-8126

Sun. School 9:45 a.m., Service 11 a.m. 
Wed. Service 3 p.m.

Grayling Assembly of God
701 S. I-75 Business Loop, Grayling | 989-348-8885

Sun. Service 10:30 a.m. | Wed. Service 7 p.m.

Grayling Baptist Church
705 Madsen St., Grayling | 989-745-6551

Sun. School 10 a.m., Service 11 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study 6 p.m.

Grayling Church of Christ
7540 S. Old 27, Grayling | 330-428-4916
Sun. Bible Class 10 a.m., Service 11 a.m.

Tues. Bible Class 6 p.m.

Grayling Community of Christ
1030 Glenn Rd., Grayling | 989-348-8362

Sun. Service 11 a.m.

Grayling Evangelical Free Church
1636 Hartwick Pines Rd., Grayling | 989-390-5078

Sun. Service 10 a.m.

Grayling Free Methodist Church
6352 W. M-72 Hwy., Grayling | 989-348-9093

Sun. School 9:15 a.m., Service 10:30 a.m.

Grayling Lighthouse of Hope
501 E. Michign Ave., Grayling | 989-348-1278

Sun. Service 11 a.m. | Wed. Bible Study & Prayer 6-8 p.m.

Grayling Seventh-day Adventist Church
2470 Camp Au Sable Dr., Grayling | 989-348-2501
Sun. Sabbath School 9:45 a.m., Service 11:00 a.m.

Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m.

Heritage Baptist Church
1841 Hartwick Pines Rd., Grayling | 989-348-5558

Sun. School 9:45 a.m., Service 11 a.m. & 1 p.m.
Wed. Prayer & Bible Study 6 p.m.

Higgins Lake Baptist Church
7461 W. Higgins Lake Dr., Roscommon | 989-821-5464

Sun. School 10 a.m., Service 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Wed. Prayer & Bible Study 6 p.m.

Lovells Community Chapel
8133 Bald Hill Rd., Grayling | 989-348-2701
Sun. Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Service 11 a.m.

Wed. Prayer & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Michelson United Methodist Church
400 E. Michigan Ave., Grayling | 989-348-2974

Sun. Traditional 9 a.m., Praise & Worship 10:30 a.m.

Mt. Hope Lutheran Church
905 N. I-75 Business Loop, Grayling | 989-348-5921

Sun. Service 11 a.m.

Resurrection Life Center
2640 W. M-72 Hwy., Grayling | 989-348-1000

Sun. Service 10:30 a.m.

St. Francis Episcopal Church
6441 W. M-72 Hwy., Grayling | 989-348-5850

Sun. Service 9:30 a.m.

St. John Lutheran Church
710 Spruce St., Grayling | 989-348-5224

Sun. Service 10:30 a.m.

St. Mary Catholic Church
707 Spruce St., Grayling |  989-348-7657

Sat. Service 4 p.m. | Sun. Serivce 8:30 a.m.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
324 Meadows Dr., Grayling |  989-350-5595

 Sun. Serivce 10 a.m.
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Take a stroll for a good cause at the 35th Annual Lovells 
Bridge Walk. 

The event, which will take place Aug. 15 this year, is a 
fundraiser for the Lovells Fire and EMS Department. Hun-
dreds turn out to walk over the AuSable River each year and 
help raise money for the township’s first responders. Last 
year’s event raised $17,763. 

Fire trucks, police cars, tractors and decorated vehicles 
lead the walkers across the bridge. The walk begins at noon, 
starting at the corner of F-97, traversing down County Road 
612, across the bridge and back to the township hall. 

Though it is a short walk, the event lasts all day, begin-
ning with a pancake breakfast in the morning, served by 
firefighters. Lunch follows the walk and is provided by local 
restaurants, like Lovells Riverside Tavern and Dead Bear 
Brewing Co. 

Live music, a 50/50 raffle, silent auction and local craft-
ers, artisans and organizations are also present at the event, 
making for a festive day of fundraising. 

The Lovells Township Historical Society buildings, 
including the Museum of Trout Fishing History, are open 
during the day for visitors.

For information, visit lovellsmi.org. 

A parade leads the walk

Crossing the AuSable River

Plenty of people waving and smiling

A fun time at the 
Lovells Bridge Walk
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Lotto Tickets • ATM • Money Orders • Hot Food • Pizza

24 HOURS OF CONVENIENCE
YOUR PLACE FOR EARLY SUNDAY SALES!

313 JAMES STREET • GRAYLING • MICHIGAN

989-344-0870

7AM
7 DAYS
PER
WEEK

American Legion Lounge & Lanes

Post 106

Public Always Welcome!

Open BowlingFREE
Pool
on Sundays

HALL RENTAL AVAILABLE
WEDDINGS + BRIDAL SHOWERS + REHEARSAL DINNERS

RETIREMENT PARTIES + ANNIVERSARIES + LUNCHEONS + MEMORIALS

106 S. James Street, Grayling • 989.348.7232



Lovells Museum 
The Lovells Township Historical So-

ciety (LTHS) operates two museums, lo-
cated at 8405 Twin Bridge Rd., Lovells 
Township. 

The museums are open Saturdays, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., starting April 25 
(the opening of Trout Season), through 
the last Saturday in September. 

The LTHS was founded in August, 
1990, at the Heritage Days Celebration. 
According to the group’s website, the 
mission of the historical society is “pre-
serving and celebrating the heritage of 
Lovells and northern Michigan.” 

The Lovells Museum is housed in the 
Lone Pine Schoolhouse, which was built 
in 1907 as one of two schools in the 
district, and donated to the historical 
society in 1991. The museum features 
exhibits about local and natural history. 

Lovells is also home to Michigan’s 
only trout fishing museum, the Lovells 
Museum of Trout Fishing History.

Operated by the LTHS, it is dedicated 
to the sport of fly fishing. 

The museum has new themed exhib-
its every year in addition to permanent 
exhibits that include a fly fishing library, 
a tribute to the Unsung Heroes of the 
AuSable and a reproduction of Art Neu-
mann’s Wanigas rod shop. 

The 2026 season kicks off April 25 at 
9 a.m. at the Lovells Township Hall with 
the 16th annual Leaky Waders 1K and 
Lovells Arts and Crafts Fair. 

Artists, crafters and vendors will have 
their creations available for purchase in 
the township hall beginning at 10 a.m. 
The event will also include a 50/50 raf-
fle and refreshments. 

The Leaky Waders 1K begins at 11 
a.m. Participants wear chest waders and 
run or walk from the corner of Lovells 
Road and County Road 612 to the town-
ship hall. Prizes are awarded to division 
winners and first-place winners earn 
recognition on the winners’ plaque, on 
display in the Museum of Trout Fishing 
History. 

For information on the museums or 
the historical society, email LTHSMuse-
ums@gmail.com, visit lthsmuseums.org 
or find them on social media.
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Learn 
about the 

past
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Crawford County Historical Museum 

Near the end of Michigan Ave., along the railroad 
tracks, lies the Crawford County Historical Museum 
and its village of historical buildings, maintained by 
the Crawford County Historical Society. 

The main museum is housed in the original train 
depot and showcases the history of Grayling and 
Crawford County. Guests can explore the history of 
the area through the displays of artifacts, photos and 
printed materials. 

Topics of the exhibits include the logging industry, 
the railroad, the AuSable River and life throughout 
the decades in the county. This last topic includes a 
display on Pere Cheney, a famed ghost town in Craw-
ford County that was struck with diphtheria out-
breaks, though there are rumors of witchcraft as well. 
The museum also features a Fred Bear room and a 
Native American room.

Adjacent to the depot are additional buildings with 
more history awaiting visitors inside. A bright red 
train caboose, retired in 1929, provides a glimpse 
into the lives of train workers as they traveled back 
and forth from Detroit to Mackinaw in the days of the 
steam engine. The Military Annex commemorates 
Crawford County veterans all the way back to the Civil 
War. 

The Trapper’s Cabin, originally built in the 1800s, 
received a facelift this past fall. The outside walls were 

restored, with rotted logs replaced, new chinking and 
a water seal to preserve the building. Further updates 
to the building are expected this spring. 

The museum buildings also include a fire hall, com-
plete with two historical fire engines from 1922 and 
1937. A display of farming equipment and tools is also 
located on the property. 

Gail Thomas, president of the Crawford County 
Historical Society, said new items have been donated 
to the museum and added to displays. She added that 
the museum will be partnering on events throughout 
the summer, including a walk through Elmwood Cem-
etery May 25 at 10:30 a.m. to honor and recognize 
veterans for Memorial Day with the American Legion. 

A screening of the documentary “Pere Cheney: 
Plague in the Pines,” which was made with the help 
of the CCHS, will take place June 20 at the AuSable 
Artisan Village Performing Arts Center.

The museum will be open Fridays and Saturdays 
from April 24 until Memorial Day, after which it will 
be open weekly, Tuesday through Saturday. Hours of 
operation are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission to the mu-
seum is free, though donations are appreciated, and it 
is pet friendly. 

For information, call the Crawford County Histor-
ical Society at (989) 745-3493 or visit www.crawford 
countyhistoricalsociety.com. 



44 | 2026 Grayling Summer Visitor’s Guide

Great birdwatching abounds -  
graylingmichigan.org/things-to-do/ 

nature-parks-wildlife/birdwatching/
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301 N. James Street • Grayling • (989)348-7113 • spikes-grayling.com

Art  
for  
all



The artistic and cultural hub of 
Grayling is the AuSable Artisan Vil-
lage, which is home to galleries, ex-
hibitions, art classes, a pottery studio 
and a performing arts center, in two 
downtown locations. 

The original gallery showcases the 
work of more than 40 artists from 
Michigan and beyond, featuring a 
variety of mediums, from pottery and 
jewelry to paintings and photography, 
with many pieces for sale. 

Over at the Mud Room and Per-
forming Arts Center, artists can be 
seen throwing on a pottery wheel 
or rehearsing onstage. The AuSable 
Community Theatre performs mul-
tiple shows each year, bringing local 
talent into the spotlight. Concerts 
are also held at the Performing Arts 
Center, providing a variety of musical 
entertainment, from rock to reggae to 
Celtic music. 

The AuSable Artisan Village also 
offers classes for all ages, in all me-
diums, including watercolor, draw-
ing, photography, pottery and mixed 
media. 

Art exhibitions like The Great 
Northern Art Explosion bring even 
more art to the community. The in-
ternational juried art exhibition, held 
at the AuSable Artisan Village, show-
cases works from both artists local to 
Grayling and those around the world, 
with prizes given through a juried 
competition and people’s choice vot-
ing. This year’s Art Explosion will take 
place Aug. 21 through Sept. 6. 

For lovers and collectors of music, 
Rotten Princess Records offers new 
and used vinyl, cassettes and CDs 
from across genres. The shop also 
includes releases from independent 
local and regional musicians and hosts 
monthly concerts to highlight area 
artists. 

On a rainy day or to beat the heat 
during the summer, head to the Rialto 
Theater to catch a movie. The historic 
theater has been in operation for more 
than 100 years and is one of the oldest 
family-owned movie theaters in the 
U.S., with screenings every day. 
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Elite Timber & Tree Service LLC
“Discover the excellence in our tree services! We offer our tree services in 
all of Michigan. We are committed to the care of your trees, working with 
safety and quality in every project. Additionally, we offer excellent prices. 

Contact us today to find out how we can assist you in your tree care needs.”

Our Services
Tree Trimming / Pruning
Stump Grinding
Bobcat Services
Cut & Leave

Tree Removal
Storm / Emergency Service
Land Clearing & More
Insurance Work

Licensed & Insured
Call for a FREE estimate

989-370-9440
or Email: elitetreeservice2024@gmail.com

Elite Timber & Tree Service LLC

www.comfortcentersfurniture.com
Monday-Saturday: 9am-5pm ~ Sunday: 11am-3pm

Grayling, Gaylord, Prudenville | 989-348-2961

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS

Art for all
AuSable Artisan Village

Original Art Gallery 
219 Michigan Ave., Grayling

Performing Arts Center and Mud Room
122 Michigan Ave., Grayling

www.artisanvillage.org

Main Branch Gallery, LLC
208 Michigan Ave., Grayling

www.mainbranchgallery.com

Rotten Princess Records 
234 Michigan Ave., Grayling

Rialto Theater 
302 Michigan Ave., Grayling

www.graylingmovies.com 



Frederic Music Fest

The Frederic Music Festival is set to light 
up Eagle Park once again Friday, June 26, and 
Saturday, June 27. 

The annual festival will feature 11 exciting live 
performances, including four acts making their 
Frederic debut.

Admission is $10 per day or $15 for a two-day 
pass, with free entry for attendees 17 and under. 
Children 12 and under must be accompanied by 
an adult. 

Randy Richardson, who co-chairs the festival 
with Butch Weaver, said the Steve Cat Band, 
Pearl, Vertigo and Ready to Play Band are new 
to the event and Ground Zero is returning after 
years away from the festival stage. Pearl is a high 
school band from Gaylord, he said.

“It’s a laid-back, pretty chill event,” Richardson 
said.

Bring a lawn chair, relax and enjoy a variety of 
music. 

All alcohol must be purchased and consumed 
at the event. There will also be food trucks and 
an arts and crafts show. 

For arts and crafts booth information, 
contact Brandon Gabriel at (989) 350-5150 or 
fredericmusicfest.org.

The Frederic Music Festival is conveniently 
located at Eagle Park, next to the Frederic 
Township Offices, 6470 Manistee St., Frederic. 
The festival is a fundraiser for Friends of 
Frederic, a nonprofit organization that benefits 
the community.
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Now carrying Ritz-Craft line of homes

Featuring 1 & 2 story floor plans!

Visit our Showroom: 
7635 W. Houghton Lake Dr., Houghton Lake, MI 48629

Across from Don Nester Auto Group

Custom Homes + Modular Homes + Additions
Pole Barns + Porches & Decks + Garages

Driveways + Foundations + Excavation + Septics

Ready to make your 
Up North dream a reality?

O: 989.202.4242
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Wellington Farm USA
Wellington Farm USA is a Rural 

Heritage Museum, depicting life as it 
was lived in a farming community of 
mid-Northern Michigan prior to and 
during the Great Depression. The year 
depicted at the 60-acre complex is 
1932.

Wellington Farm also depicts and 
protects Crawford County history, 
with 10 structures on the site either 
being significant in their own right or 
depicting activities that were prevalent 
in a farming community during the 
represented time period.

Among the buildings on site are a 
Blacksmith Shop, Grist Mill, Carpenter 
Shop, Saw Mill, Machine Shed, Barn-
yard, Farmstead, Summer Kitchen and 
Basket Weaver’s Shop.

The Wellington Farm USA Museum 
in itself is an artifact. The building was 
built in the 1930s by the men of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps as the first 
building for the Higgins Lake Nursery.

Events at Wellington
The historic complex is open to the 

public from mid-May until Halloween. 
During that period of time, several 
special events are presented to the 
community.

During opening weekend, a reen-
actment of the American Civil War, 
complete with military camps, military 
training, artillery firing and the recre-
ation of a Civil War battle will be held.

The Civil War reenactment will be 
followed by Sticky Buns Weekend. 

This year, a “Happy Birthday 
America” celebration will take place 
in early-July, followed by a quilt show 
later in the month. August will feature 
special presentations of corn and pota-
toes, followed by an Old Iron Antique 
Show and Sale in September. 

Late-September will feature Saw-
mill Days, which will depict the 
lumbering era. The season will end in 
October with the popular corn maze, 
Pumpkin Chunkin’ and Halloween 
hayrides.

In addition to the special presen-
tations, the park also presents special 
events for children. Weekdays during 

the spring and fall are dedicated to 
day-long group tours for elementary 
school classes and homeschool groups. 

These tours are specialized to en-
hance children’s learning and spark a 
bit of curiosity of both American and 
local history.

In addition to preserving the history 
of Northern Michigan, Wellington 
Farm can serve as a venue for wed-
dings, family reunions and picnics. 
The park provides options for loca-
tions, seating and photography to 
meet the needs of any event. 

Wellington is typically open Thurs-
day through Sunday. Admission is 
$12 for adults, $10 for veterans (with 
military ID), $8 for seniors 60 years 
and older, $7 for students and children 
under five years old get in free.

Wellington Farm is located at 6944 
S. Military Rd., Grayling, near the 4 
Mile Road exit off of I-75, and can be 
reached by calling (989) 348-5187. 
Visit the website at www.wellington 
farmusa.com.

Experience History
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Experts in Internet, TV, Cell Phones & RepairExperts in Internet, TV, Cell Phones & Repair
Over 30 Years Experience!Over 30 Years Experience!

Experts in Internet, TV, Cell Phones & Repair
Over 30 Years Experience!

Mi Mobile
2323 S. I-75 Business Loop

Grayling, MI 49738
989.915.8170

mimobilestore.com

Bun
dle

 

& 
Sav

e! 

Save

Contact us today to find out how much you can save!Contact us today to find out how much you can save!Contact us today to find out how much you can save!

with

6 Cell Phone Providers6 Cell Phone Providers
3 Home Phone Providers3 Home Phone Providers

6 Internet Providers6 Internet Providers
2 TV Providers2 TV Providers

6 Cell Phone Providers
3 Home Phone Providers

6 Internet Providers
2 TV Providers

Cell Phone/Tablet/Laptop/Cell Phone/Tablet/Laptop/
Smart Watch/Game Console RepairSmart Watch/Game Console Repair

Cell Phone/Tablet/Laptop/
Smart Watch/Game Console Repair

Unlocked Cell Phones & AccessoriesUnlocked Cell Phones & AccessoriesUnlocked Cell Phones & Accessories

Home Internet
starting at

$29.99
/month

$12
/month

Cell Phone Plans
starting at
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• HBO
• Waterbed
• Non-Smoking Rooms
• Refrigerators & Kitchenettes
• Major Credit Cards Accepted

Pointe North 
of Grayling Motel
1024 South I-75 Business Loop

Grayling, MI 49738
(989)348-5950

Grab a seatGrab a seat



From pasta to pints to paninnis, Grayling offers great places to grab a bite

For a complete list of area restaurants, visit
graylingmichigan.org/food-and-drink
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Our Town Coffee & Treats
Start your summer day on a high note with a 

refreshing iced coffee or a sweet, freshly-baked 
treat from Our Town Coffee & Treats. 

Tucked into a corner of the AuSable Artisan 
Village’s Original Gallery in downtown 
Grayling, Our Town offers a variety of espresso 
drinks, teas, brewed coffee and homemade 
baked goods. While enjoying a drink or a sweet 
treat, guests can sit and chat in the relaxed 
coffeehouse atmosphere or browse the art in 
the gallery. 

Just about everything at Our Town, except 
the coffee beans, is made from 

scratch by co-owner 
and baker Mary 

Bobenmoyer. An 
ever-changing 

array of cookies, 
scones, muffins 
and biscotti 
fill the 
display case 
each day 
for fresh, 
flavorful 
options 

made from 
high-quality 

ingredients.
Bobenmoyer 

said iced drinks 
are popular in the 

summer, like caramel 
lattes, chai and vanilla 

matchas. She said cold foam, 
which she makes herself, tops many of those 
iced drinks. 

“Lavender is huge in the summer,” she 
added. Her homemade syrups, including the 
lavender, can be added to any drink. 

Bobenmoyer said she has two regular 
customers in the summer who come in every 
day for the same drink: an iced vanilla lavender 
matcha with cold foam. 

Our Town also offers a wide variety of dried 
teas and people can mix and match to create 

their own blend. “We have a plethora of teas,” said 
Bobenmoyer.  

When it comes to baked goods, lemon and 
orange bring a bright, citrusy flavor to cookies and 
muffins. Bobenmoyer said her scones sell well in 
the summer, particularly the salted butterscotch 
flavor. 

During the summer, 
Bobenmoyer says 
business doubles 
and she gets a 
“50/50 split” 
between new 
and returning 
customers.

Our Town 
Coffee & Treats 
is located at 
219 Michigan 
Ave., Grayling, 
inside the AAV 
Original Gallery. 
The shop is open 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
every day but Tuesdays. 
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Come meet 
a legend

Fred Bear Statue
Grayling City Park

5806 W. M-72 , Grayling
info@graylingvet.com
www.graylingvet.com

(989)348-8622
Contact us

Our Services
Urgent Care
Wellness Exams
Dental Care
Senior Wellness
Vaccinations
Laser Therapy
Surgery
Microchipping
Spay & Neuter

We are dedicated to providing 
top-notch care for all your beloved pets.

Caring for Your 
Furry Friends

Dr. Christina Maxwell
Dr. Troy Fairbanks
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DOWNTOWN GRAYLING

AUTHENTIC
MEXICAN
RESTAURANT

Appetizers
Nachos
Burritos
Quesadillas
Fajitas
Tacos
Seafood
Steak
Chicken
Chimichangas
Enchiladas
Veggie Plates
Salads
Desserts
Combos
Lunch Specials 231 Michigan Ave. | (989)745-6012
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