
In order to protect our shoreline, provide a healthy habitat for nesting sea turtles, preserve our pristine environment 
and assure all residents and visitors can enjoy our wonderful beaches, Gulf County has enacted a LEAVE NO TRACE 
ordinance that regulates the following: 

- All unattended personal items (chairs, tents, toys, kayaks, etc.) must be removed daily from the beach no later 
than 1 hour after published time of sunset and can be placed back on beach after sunrise the following day. ITEMS 
LEFT ON THE BEACH WILL BE CONSIDERED ABANDONED AND SUBJECT TO REMOVAL BY COUNTY STAFF. ONCE REMOVED 
FROM THE BEACH, ITEMS WILL NOT BE RETURNED. 

- All holes created must be filled in prior to leaving the beach each day. 
- Overnight camping must not be within 400 feet of any waterfront residence. 
- Glass bottles, containers, etc. are prohibited on Gulf County beaches. 
- Bonfires are permissible, but must not be within 100 feet of any structure, and all remnants must be extinguished 

and removed from the beach that same day. All items other than natural wood are prohibited from burning (i.e.-
pallets, wood with screws or nails, pressure-treated wood, etc.) 

- All trash must be removed from the beach. 
- Soliciting and canvassing on the beach is prohibited other than County Administration and Law Enforcement 

officials. 
- It is unlawful to remove sand from Gulf County beaches. 
- Per Gulf County Ordinance 2008-20, pets must be on leashes at all times. 
- Beach driving is permitted with a valid Beach Driving Permit which can be obtained at the Gulf County Tax 

Collector’s office Monday through Friday 9:00  AM to 5:00 PM. 

For more information visit our website www.visitgulf.com/leave-no-trace or  
contact us via email at leavenotrace@visitgulf.com 

LEAVE NO TRACE ADVISORY



Take off all of your personal items (chairs, tents, toys, kayaks, etc.) from the beach daily. This helps create a clear path for surveyors, turtles, and

other wildlife. There are tons of items to help carry things back and forth, like a beach cart! 

Fill in any holes and knock down any sandcastles. Holes are massive hazards for walkers and animals. We do not want anyone injured on our beaches,

and that includes our four-legged friends. This includes holes for bonfires. 

Bring a Trash Bag. Bringing a trash bag to the beach helps keep it clean for everyone. Even if it is not your trash, help us to keep it nice and clean. 

Use Reusable. Glass is prohibited on Gulf County Beaches, so bring a reusable drinking vessel (Cup, bottle, etc.) that way, you don't bring glass or trash

on the beach! 

If You Burn, Take it! We are so fortunate to have beach bonfires. However, cleaning up the remnants helps keep our beaches clean and tidy, plus hot

coals can hurt little feet. Here is a tip: bring a galvanized bucket to the beach to take coals off, or bring a fire pit and use that instead of a hole on the

beach. 

Scoop the Poop & Keep Them Leashed. In Gulf County, the furkids can also come and hang out on our beaches, but to keep it safe and clean, dogs must be on

leashes, and please clean up after them. Don't have a leash? We have plenty at the Welcome Center! 

Tips & Tricks
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