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THERE’S ALWAYS SOMETHING EXCITING AND NEW ON OAHU 

SUMMER 2015 

 

OAHU – The Island of Oahu, known as the Heart of Hawaii, sets the rhythm of the islands with 

exciting new improvements, changes and additions on an ongoing basis. Below is a glimpse of new 

and dynamic updates with Oahu’s Hotels & Resorts, Activities & Entertainment, Restaurants, 

Cuisine & Chefs, Shopping, Festivals & Events and Miscellaneous information, which includes 

airline and transportation updates. 

 

Hotels & Resorts 

The Island of Oahu has a wide range of hotels and resorts for travelers of all ages and varying 

budgets. Oahu’s hotels are constantly updating and adding an array of activities and packages that 

are sure to make any trip to Oahu unforgettable.  

 The JW Marriott Ihilani Resort will be redesigned, extensively upgraded and reintroduced as 

Oahu’s first Four Seasons Resort Oahu at Ko Olina. The integrated luxury beach resort, 

which is slated to open in early 2016, will diversify Oahu’s tourism base and introduce a new 

era of luxury to Ko Olina, Hawaii. www.koolina.com    

 Courtyard by Marriott Oahu North Shore opened its doors in Laie on June 29. The 

property features Courtyard’s latest contemporary room design offering flexible yet 

comfortable spaces that allow guests to seamlessly transition between working and relaxing. 

Centrally located on Oahu’s North Shore, the property offers convenient access to the 

Polynesian Cultural Center and world-renowned beaches of the area. 

www.courtyard.marriott.com  

 Ko Olina Resort is launching its interactive app featuring information from ocean activities 

to tee times, dining options including local favorite Monkeypod Kitchen, resort 

accommodations and shopping selections with shuttle schedules to Ko Olina station. The

http://www.koolina.com/
http://www.courtyard.marriott.com/
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app will feature an interactive map, GPS, current location tracking, traffic updates, daily 

weather forecasts and more. www.koolina.com  

 Hilton Hawaiian Village Waikiki Beach Resort has recently completed a $7 million 

renovation of its Tapa Conference Center, which includes the Tapa Ballroom, Palace 

Lounge, Honolulu Suites and Iolani Suites. The new 16,536-square-foot ballroom features a 

redesign inspired by patterns of Hawaiian tapa or kapa cloth expressed through color, 

images, textures, patterns and artwork by local artists. www.hawaiianvillage.hilton.com    

 This summer, Hyatt Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa debuted the completed 

$100 million renovation of its 1,230 guest rooms. Updates include pillow-top bedding, bidet-

style toilets, furniture with clean, modern lines, and technical considerations such as outlet 

pods and dimmer-equipped light fixtures. The renovations began in summer 2014 and were 

finalized in April 2015. www.waikiki.hyatt.com  

 Hilton Worldwide recently announced plans to open its first Hilton Garden Inn on the 

island. The 623-guestroom Hilton Garden Inn Waikiki Beach is set to open in early 2016 

after undergoing extensive renovation of the former OHANA Waikiki West. Upgrades will 

be made to the hotel’s public spaces and guestrooms. Design plans include a contemporary 

Hawaiian aesthetic, the addition of a full-service restaurant and lounge, a grab-and-go 

market, a welcoming modern lobby, and a state-of-the-art fitness center. Guest rooms will 

be completely re-envisioned, adding poolside family suites and maximizing Hawaii’s scenic 

vistas. The hotel will also feature an enhanced pool deck complete with a bar and grill and 

poolside cabanas. www.hgi.com  

 Aqua Hospitality announced the addition of the 251-room Ohia Waikiki hotel to its line 

of Lite Hotels in Waikiki this summer. Situated in the heart of Waikiki, this budget hotel is 

ideal for those seeking a comfortable and clean hotel room, studio or junior suite 

accommodations with convenient kitchenette facilities. www.litehotels.com  

 Turtle Bay Resort recently completed its $45 million renovation. The property is excited to 

announce the launch of its 42 newly renovated, luxury beachfront cottages. Additionally, the 

resort recently unveiled the first phase of its renovation which included upgrades to all 410 

oceanfront guest rooms, an expansion of the Nalu Kinetic Spa & Fitness Center, 

reinvented food and beverage operations and the addition of 1,500 solar panels, making 

Turtle Bay Resort the first resort in Hawaii to complete a major solar project that

http://www.koolina.com/
http://www.hawaiianvillage.hilton.com/
http://www.waikiki.hyatt.com/
http://www.hgi.com/
http://www.litehotels.com/
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significantly reduces its carbon footprint. The renovations will continue to roll out 

throughout the year along with an unveiling of a new spa menu. www.turtlebayresort.com  

 Hilton Waikiki Beach recently unveiled their latest resort renovations, which include newly 

constructed restrooms and shower facilities on the 10th floor pool deck, as well as the resort 

pool, which has been redesigned to feature a hand-tiled official logo of Prince Kuhio. A 

retiled deck and an Americans with Disabilities Act approved handicap access has also been 

installed. In addition to these renovations, the resort has also installed brand new furniture in 

the main lobby. www.hiltonwaikikibeach.com  

 Paradise Bay Resort is nestled on the Windward side of Oahu, offering guests an escape 

from the hustle and bustle of everyday life with the charm of country life on the rural, 

residential peninsula of Wailau Point. This waterfront boutique resort promises breathtaking 

views of the majestic Koolau Mountain Range and magnificent Kaneohe Bay. 

www.paradisebayresort.com  

 

Activities & Entertainment 

The Island of Oahu is brimming with fun-filled activities that everyone can enjoy. Visitors to Oahu 

can explore Hawaii’s special culture and iconic history, or choose from a wide variety of outdoor 

and indoor activities that are sure to energize the spirit. 

 Hawaiian Ocean Adventures announced a partnership with Holokai Kayak & Snorkel 

Adventure and will be opening a second location on July 1 at Heeia State Park in Kaneohe 

Bay. The new location will focus solely on its Hawaiian sailing canoe adventure: a half day 

activity that includes a Hawaiian food plate lunch and complimentary pick up and drop off 

in Waikiki. All proceeds from Holokai go back to Heeia State Park as well as various youth 

programs through Kamaaina Kids. www.hawaiianoceanadventures.com  

 Hoku Hawaii Tours is a new luxury tour line on Oahu designed for visitors interested in 

exploring the island’s rich cultural, historic and scenic wonders at an exceptional level of 

comfort and service. A division of Roberts Hawaii, Hoku Hawaii Tours offers five all-

inclusive Oahu excursions; each one featuring custom-designed luxury mini-coaches and 

highly trained local guides called Navigators. www.hokuhawaiitours.com  

 Sea Life Park will roll out two enhancements this summer. Beginning July 1, visitors can 

experience the enhanced Shark Trek Adventure. The fence that once separated guests

http://www.turtlebayresort.com/
http://www.hiltonwaikikibeach.com/
http://www.paradisebayresort.com/
http://www.hawaiianoceanadventures.com/
http://www.hokuhawaiitours.com/


THERE’S ALWAYS SOMETHING EXCITING AND NEW ON OAHU – SUMMER 2015 
Add 3 

-more- 

from the sharks will be removed, making the encounter even more thrilling. Additionally, the 

walk-through entrance has been upgraded with new signage, educational information and 

artwork that celebrates the sharks’ role in Native Hawaiian culture. In mid-August, the park 

will unveil its $1 million renovation of the Touch Pool. The interactive attraction will nearly 

double in size and feature new marine creatures for guests to meet. 

www.sealifeparkhawaii.com  

 This summer, Bishop Museum’s popular Dinosaurs Unleashed exhibit gains a new 

character. From June 13-Sept. 6 on Saturdays and Sundays at 10:30 a.m., Bishop Museum’s 

Face-to-Face Encounter will allow visitors to get up close with Nalala the gorgosaurus to 

learn about dinosaur biology, anatomy, movement and behavior. The dinosaur is actually a 

15-foot long, full body costume that the museum’s trained staff bring to life. With complex 

internal mechanics and audio effects, the costume is extremely realistic, giving visitors a very 

convincing experience of a close-up dinosaur encounter. www.bishopmuseum.org  

 CLIMB Works Keana Farms, located on the North Shore, will be completing their final 

and longest zip line of over 2,500 feet this June. With this new addition, the full tour will 

now consist of eight dual ziplines, an ATV adventure to the ridge top, four sky bridges and 

boardwalks, two rappels and a rope climb. This guided tour takes participants soaring over a 

working agricultural farm nestled in between the North Shore's famous beaches and lush 

mountains. www.climbworks.com/keana_farms  

 The East-West Center Gallery presents A Common Thread: Textiles from the East-

West Center’s Permanent Collection, May 24-Sept. 20. In honor of the gallery’s 20th 

anniversary and the East-West Center’s 55th anniversary, the exhibition features a selection 

of textiles rarely seen by the general public, including new works recently donated and never 

before exhibited including batik from Indonesia and Malaysia, embroidered clothes from 

China, Japanese kimono, carpet weaving from Iran and more. www.eastwestcenter.org  

 This Independence Day, Atlantis Adventures announces their 4th of July Fireworks 

Spectacular Cruise. The celebration will start with a relaxing sunset cruise along Oahu’s 

south shore highlighted by a prime rib dinner and other holiday favorites like fried chicken, 

pulled pork sandwiches and apple pie. After dinner, Atlantis will perfectly position guests 

offshore to enjoy the sights of fireworks bursting over the ocean waters. Guests can also

http://www.sealifeparkhawaii.com/
http://www.bishopmuseum.org/
http://www.climbworks.com/keana_farms
http://www.eastwestcenter.org/
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choose to enjoy a delicious steak and lobster dinner as part of the Royal Sunset Dinner 

Menu. www.atlantisadventures.com  

 Marine Corps Base Hawaii is pleased to officially announce plans to host an Open House 

and Air Show Oct.17-18. This year’s show will feature the U.S. Navy’s premier flight 

demonstration team, the Blue Angels, along with many other professional performers. The 

air show will also offer static displays of vintage and modern aircraft, food booths and a 

carnival midway for the kids featuring rides, games and more. The event is open to the 

public with free admission and free parking. www.kaneohebayairshow.com  

 The State Foundation on Culture and the Arts is commemorating 50 years of supporting 

arts and culture in Hawaii with a family celebration and new art exhibit at the Hawaii State 

Art Museum. On Aug. 8, the foundation will host a festival with live entertainment, 

demonstration booths, art classes and food booths. Following the celebration, on Sept. 5, a 

new exhibition will open featuring the foundation’s Art in Public Places Collections. 

www.sfca.hawaii.gov 

 

Restaurants, Cuisine & Chefs 

The Island of Oahu is known for its diverse culture, which is exhibited by the island’s assortment of 

foods. With wonderful choices and a vibrant array of cuisine options, there’s sure to be a restaurant 

for everyone. 

 Island-born chef Ed Kenney opened his third Kaimuki eatery, Mud Hen Water, in early 

June. This community gathering place offers a “Hawaiian sense of plate” featuring a new 

cuisine based on old flavors, local ingredients, nostalgic resonances, and rooted in a 

profound love for Hawaii, its ethnic diversity, and indigenous culture. 

www.mudhenwater.com  

 Sheraton Waikiki Hotel announces the grand finale of the Chef’s Table and Farm Tour 

Series pioneered by senior executive sous chef Colin Hazama, which will reunite all six 

farms he has worked with since the series debuted. A special dinner will be held on July 31 at 

the hotel’s Infinity Edge Pool. Hazama’s culinary creations will feature items from Ho 

Farms, Naked Cow Dairy, Shinsato Farms, Nalo Farms, Twin Bridge Farms and Wailea 

Agriculture paired with wines from Ste. Michelle Wine Estates. On Aug. 1, participants can 

visit the farmers who will be in a booth at Kapiolani Community College’s (KCC) Farmers’

http://www.atlantisadventures.com/
http://www.kaneohebayairshow.com/
http://www.sfca.hawaii.gov/
http://www.mudhenwater.com/
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Market. Proceeds from purchases on that day from the farmers will be donated to the KCC 

Culinary Program. www.flavorsofhawaii.com  

 Honolulu Coffee will open its 9,000-square-foot Honolulu Coffee Experience Center 

(HCEC) on Aug. 1. The center will feature an engaging coffee tour where visitors will learn 

about what it takes to get the coffee from farm to cup. The tour includes a history of Kona 

coffee, Honolulu Coffee’s vintage 1940’s German roaster, and quality control lab. HCEC 

will also feature a full café, unique gifts and pastry kitchen. www.honolulucoffee.com  

 Bread + Butter is a new island-style café serving breakfast, lunch and dinner. Diners can 

enjoy an artisan coffee program developed by master roaster Raymond Suiter and in the 

evening, indulge in a wonderful selection of pinots handpicked by master sommelier 

Roberto Viernes at the Pinot Bar. The concept is brought together by executive chef 

Arnoldo “Masa” Gushiken, offering grab and go soups, salads, sandwiches and pizzas by day 

and Spanish tapas by night. 

 Grondin, the French-Latin kitchen in Honolulu’s Chinatown, recently added brunch 

offerings on Saturdays and Sundays from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. The menu features classics with a 

creative spin such as Norwegian eggs benedict, served with smoked salmon rather than ham, 

and Hawaiian sweet bread French toast, topped with caramel walnuts. www.grondinhi.com  

 Waikiki Brewing Company, which opened in March, produces a wide range of beers from 

pale ales to porters, and everything in between on its seven barrel brewhouse. Selections 

include an IPA named “Eee Pah,” after the Hawaiian phonetic pronunciation of the 

acronym, and “Jalapeno Mouth,” which utilizes fresh jalapeno chilies in the boil to add some 

pepper heat in the finish. www.waikikibrewing.com  

 Hawaiian Airlines and executive chef Chai Chaowasaree are proud to announce the launch 

of the Hawaiian Airlines Featured Chef Series, a new inflight culinary program featuring 

specially-designed menu creations from five of Hawaii’s burgeoning top chefs including Jon 

Matsubara of Japengo, Lee Anne Wong of Koko Head Café, Wade Ueoka of MW 

Restaurant, Andrew Le of The Pig & The Lady, and Sheldon Simeon of Mala Wailea and 

MiGRANT. Through 2017, dishes created by each local chef will be featured on a six month 

rotation in the first class cabin of all flights from Hawaii to the Mainland. Chef Chai will 

continue to prepare menus for all Mainland flights returning to the islands. Together, this all-

http://www.flavorsofhawaii.com/
http://www.honolulucoffee.com/
http://www.grondinhi.com/
http://www.waikikibrewing.com/
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star line-up will give guests the opportunity to enjoy delicious regional cuisine when traveling 

domestically. www.hawaiianairlines.com/featuredchefseries   

 Bellini Bistro & Bar at Ward Village is an Italian restaurant with a local twist featuring 

flavors prepared by chef Dave Nguyen and owner Maile Sengoura. Guests will experience 

affordable, authentic recipes featuring imported meats, cheeses and pastas from Italy. The 

eatery will also feature a full service bar with a selection of great wines and spirits. 

www.bellinibistroandbar.com  

 Pili Group is excited to announce their newest venture Mission Social Hall and Café, a 

lunch café in the historic Hawaiian Mission Houses Museum. Pioneered by chef Mark 

Noguchi, the eatery features healthy grab-and-go choices such as sandwiches, salads and 

soups along with contemporary Hawaiian food inspired by dishes of the 19th century 

missionary era. www.facebook.com/MissionbyPili  

 

Shopping 

The Island of Oahu is home to hundreds of fashionable designer stores, as well as markets that carry 

locally-made crafts. Visitors are sure to love the shopping experience no matter where they go.  

 Tommy Bahama Restaurant, Bar & Store is set to open its doors in Waikiki in fall 2015. 

Celebrating the rich heritage of Hawaii and the relaxed style synonymous with the brand, 

Tommy Bahama Restaurant, Bar & Store will honor cultural island traditions while reflecting 

its easy resort spirit. The three-level, 19,323-square-foot restaurant, bar and store will be 

located on Beach Walk capturing views of legendary Kalakaua Avenue in Waikiki. 

www.tommybahama.com  

 Early this year construction began on the revitalization of the International Market Place. 

Scheduled to open in spring 2016, the 360,000-square-foot shopping center will feature 

open-air retail, dining and entertainment located in the heart of Waikiki. The International 

Market Place will include approximately 75 retailers, seven restaurants and the island’s first 

full-line Saks Fifth Avenue. www.shopinternationalmarketplace.com  

 Ala Moana Center, the world’s largest outdoor shopping center in Honolulu, is currently 

undergoing a multi-million dollar expansion project. Set for completion in mid-November, 

the expansion project will transform the Ewa end of the Center into an expanded three-level 

retail space and upgrade other common areas throughout the Center. This retail 

http://www.hawaiianairlines.com/featuredchefseries
http://www.bellinibistroandbar.com/
http://www.facebook.com/MissionbyPili
http://www.tommybahama.com/
http://www.shopinternationalmarketplace.com/
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expansion will feature 650,000 square feet of retail, including Bloomingdale’s department 

store (Hawaii’s first), large format retailers, dining, entertainment, and 200,000 square feet of 

inline retailers. The Center recently announced a number of first-to-Hawaii stores set to 

open in the new area including Zara, Ted Baker London, David Yurman and Lorna Jane 

Active Living. www.alamoanacenter.com 

 Set to open in 2016 in West Oahu, Ka Makana Alii will offer residents and visitors a family-

friendly, mixed-use center featuring more than 150 shopping, dining and entertainment 

offerings, a department store, two hotels, and LEED-certified office space. The 1.4 million-

square-foot regional mall is DeBartolo Development’s first project in Hawaii. Future tenants 

include Macy’s, H&M, Forever 21, Old Navy, and Banana Republic. www.kamakanaalii.com  

 The new Haleiwa Store Lots (HSL) is a plantation-inspired collection of retail, dining, art 

and gathering spaces that pay homage to the North Shore’s unique and vivid history, 

seamlessly merging the old with the new. All merchants are either locally-owned or have 

roots in the North Shore community. Paying tribute to the former Waialua Store Lots that 

once operated there as the gathering spot in plantation days, HSL evokes memories of a time 

when locals would gather among the community’s small businesses and establishments and 

talk story. www.haleiwastorelots.com  

 

Festivals & Events 

The Island of Oahu is home to the largest number of festivals and events in Hawaii. Each year, 

visitors have the opportunity to connect with the local community and experience renowned events 

that showcase the island’s rich arts and culture scene, the world’s top amateur and professional 

sporting competitions and championships, and the many ethnic celebrations that are exclusive to 

Hawaii. 

 View contemporary Hawaii art and enjoy live musical performances at the Hawaii State 

Art Museum during the first Friday of every month from 6-9 p.m. Exhibition galleries 

are free and open to the public during this time. www.sfca.hawaii.gov  

 Celebrate Hawaii’s food trucks at Eat The Street on the last Friday of every month 

from 4-9 p.m. in Kakaako. With over 40 food trucks and vendors, the event attracts over 

7,000 people eager to sample the best street food Hawaii has to offer. 

www.eatthestreethawaii.com

http://www.alamoanacenter.com/
http://www.kamakanaalii.com/
http://www.haleiwastorelots.com/
http://www.sfca.hawaii.gov/
http://www.eatthestreethawaii.com/
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 On the third Saturday of every month, Kakaako comes alive with Honolulu Night 

Market, an evening event that combines fashion, live music, art, shopping and local 

food. Held under the Honolulu city lights, this monthly night market celebrates the best 

of urban island culture featuring local artists, designers, musicians and chefs. 

www.honolulunightmarket.com  

 Every last Thursday of the month, Art + Flea presents a unique monthly shopping 

experience for Hawaii’s talented creatives to showcase their goods and talents. Over 60 

independent artists, vintage collectors, food trucks, handmade aficionados and fashion 

designers are featured at each event, drawing an eclectic crowd of shoppers, music and 

art lovers alike. www.artandflea.com  

 The popular “Ke Kani O Ke Kai” summer concert series hosted by the Waikiki 

Aquarium offers an evening of live entertainment and food under the stars from June 

11-Aug. 6. While enjoying the music and bubbly atmosphere, guests are encouraged to 

explore the Aquarium galleries. www.waikikiaquarium.org  

 Ala Moana Center will celebrate Independence Day with its annual Fourth of July 

Celebration. For the 24th consecutive year, the Center will present Hawaii’s largest 4th of 

July fireworks spectacular. It is the only fireworks show in Hawaii to launch from three 

separate platforms. The free fireworks spectacular is launched from Ala Moana Beach 

Park on July 4. Festivities at Ala Moana Center will take place July 3-5, including 

entertainment from Hawaii’s top performers, shopping and savings. 

www.alamoanacenter.com  

 The East-West Center Arts Program and the UH Manoa Outreach College presents the 

2015 Asia Pacific Dance Festival from July 14-27 at Kennedy Theatre and other 

Manoa campus venues. Headline performers at this year’s edition of the biennial festival 

include the finest dancers and choreographers from Asia and the Pacific, along with 

workshops, lectures and community demonstrations by Ballet Philippines, Fiji’s Oceania 

Dance Theatre, Hawaii’s Halau I ka Wekiu and the Okinawan drum-dance troupe 

Churasa. www.outreach.hawaii.edu/community/asiapacific 

 Mangoes make their sweet return to the Moana Surfrider, A Westin Resort & Spa, on 

July 18 for the 7th Annual Mangoes at the Moana event in the hotel’s Banyan 

Courtyard from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. The daylong celebration of one of Hawaii’s favorite fruits

http://www.honolulunightmarket.com/
http://www.artandflea.com/
http://www.waikikiaquarium.org/
http://www.alamoanacenter.com/
http://www.outreach.hawaii.edu/community/asiapacific
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features seminars, workshops, demonstrations, a farmers’ market, the Best Mango 

Contest, and the Mangoes Throwdown: the ultra-popular showdown between top island 

chefs. Throughout July, the restaurants at the Moana Surfrider will also feature several 

mango-inspired dishes. www.moana-surfrider.com  

 The 38th Annual Prince Lot Hula Festival has expanded the celebration to two days 

on July 18-19. See 21 hula groups perform ancient and contemporary hula, shop at the 

Made in Hawaii craft fair, sample local foods and learn how to pound poi. 

www.moanaluagardensfoundation.org  

 Ala Moana Hotel hosts the 45th Annual Ukulele Festival on July 19 from 10:30 a.m.-5 

p.m. The day-long festival at Kapiolani Park in Waikiki offers live entertainment, food 

booths, displays and more. www.ukulelefestivalhawaii.org  

 The Joy of Sake celebrates its 15th year in Honolulu on July 21 from 6:30-9 p.m. at the 

Hawaii Convention Center. The Joy of Sake is a public tasting that follows the U.S. 

National Sake Appraisal, which is held in Honolulu every July. www.joyofsake.com 

 Kani Ka Pila Grille hosts the Slack Key Jam on Aug. 14 from 6-9 p.m. Guests will be 

serenaded by the sounds of the slack key guitar while enjoying great local food and 

wonderful company. www.outrigger.com  

 The 33rd Annual Hawaiian Slack Key Guitar Festival takes place at the Queen 

Kapiolani Park and Bandstand in Waikiki on Aug. 16 from 12-6 p.m. The festival 

celebrates performances throughout the day by some of Hawaii’s greatest “ki hoalu” 

(slack key) players, as well as Hawaii’s next generation of slack key guitarists. 

www.slackkeyfestival.com  

 The Hawaii Food & Wine Festival, celebrating its fifth year, announced the expansion 

of the festival to include events on three Hawaiian Islands – Hawaii Island (Aug. 29), 

Maui (Sept. 4-6) and Oahu (Sept. 9-13). The festival is the premier epicurean destination 

event in the Pacific featuring a roster of more than 100 internationally-renowned master 

chefs, culinary personalities, and wine and spirit producers. Co-founded by two of 

Hawaii’s own James Beard Award-winning chefs, Roy Yamaguchi and Alan Wong, the 

festival showcases wine tastings, cooking demonstrations, one-of-a-kind excursions, and 

exclusive dining opportunities with dishes highlighting the state’s bounty of local 

produce, seafood, beef and poultry. www.hawaiifoodandwinefestival.com

http://www.moana-surfrider.com/
http://www.moanaluagardensfoundation.org/
http://www.ukulelefestivalhawaii.org/
http://www.joyofsake.com/
http://www.outrigger.com/
http://www.slackkeyfestival.com/
http://www.hawaiifoodandwinefestival.com/
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 EuroCinema Hawaii is pleased to announce its sixth annual independent film festival 

from Oct. 15-22. A special red carpet awards gala will take place on Friday, Oct. 23.  

EuroCinema Hawaii is dedicated to cultural exchanges between the people of Europe 

and Hawaii and the festival showcases the very latest and best films of Europe. 

www.eurocinemahawaii.org  

 The Hawaii International Film Festival (HIFF), the premier cinematic event in the 

Pacific, will take place Nov. 12-22. Celebrating 35 years, HIFF is unique in discovering 

features, documentaries and short films from Asia, the Pacific and Hawaii. Each year, in 

preparation for the event, HIFF programmers view some 1,000 films and choose an 

average of 150 features, documents and short films. www.hiff.org  

 After a successful debut in 2014, the highly-anticipated HONOLULU Fashion Week 

presented by Hawaiian Airlines will return Nov. 20-22. The three-day event will 

highlight international and local design talent with collaborative and individual runway 

shows, VIP events, pop-up boutiques, exclusive merchandise and other events. 

www.honolulufashionweek.com  

 The Paul Mitchell XTERRA Trail Run World Championship will once again be 

held at Kualoa Ranch on Dec. 6. More than 2,000 runners of all skill levels are expected, 

and will have the option to take part in the 21K championship course, a 10K, a 5K, or 

an “adventure walk.” The race will take runners on trails through the stunning scenery of 

Kualoa Ranch. www.xterraplanet.com/trailrun/worlds  

 Thousands of runners from around the world travel to Oahu each year to participate in 

the Honolulu Marathon. Held this year on Dec. 13, the 26.2-mile scenic course 

includes spectacular views alongside world famous Waikiki Beach and Diamond Head. 

www.honolulumarathon.org  

 2015 marks the 69th year of Aloha Festivals, one of Hawaii’s longest-running 

celebrations of Hawaiian culture through music, dance, cuisine and art. From Sept. 5-26, 

the festivals will feature a variety of events culminating in the Aloha Festivals Floral 

Parade. This year’s theme, “Hulu Aloha – Beloved Feather Treasures,” honors Hawaii’s 

tradition and mastery of the art of featherwork. www.alohafestivals.com

http://www.eurocinemahawaii.org/
http://www.hiff.org/
http://www.honolulufashionweek.com/
http://www.xterraplanet.com/trailrun/worlds
http://www.honolulumarathon.org/
http://www.alohafestivals.com/
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Miscellaneous 

 Virgin America announced the launch of its service to Honolulu. Beginning Nov. 2, Virgin 

America will offer daily non-stop service between San Francisco and Honolulu. The flights 

will be flown on new Airbus 320 aircraft. Fares are currently on sale. 

www.virginamerica.com  

 The Island of Oahu was the backdrop for two recently released feature films - Aloha 

(released May 29) and Jurassic World (released June 12). Aloha, a romantic comedy-drama, 

was written, produced and directed by Cameron Crowe. The movie, which was filmed 

almost entirely on Oahu, stars Bradley Cooper, Emma Stone, Rachel McAdams, Bill Murray, 

John Krasinski, Danny McBride and Alec Baldwin. Jurassic World is the top film of the 

summer becoming the first movie to gross $500 million worldwide in its opening weekend. 

The science fiction adventure film is the fourth installment in the Jurassic Park film series 

and stars Chris Pratt. Movie-goers can enjoy the thrill of this action-packed adventure while 

taking in scenes of the breathtaking Kaaawa Valley at Kualoa Ranch.  

 

All information is subject to change without notice. For more information, please go to 

www.visit-oahu.com, follow OVB’s tweets at www.twitter.com/OahuVB, become a fan of the 

Island of Oahu on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/OahuHawaii, and follow @OahuVB on 

Instagram.  

 

  # # #  

 

Contact: Sonja Swenson or Kira Chong Tim 
  Stryker Weiner & Yokota Public Relations, Inc. 

Phone: (808) 523-8802 
Email: sonja@strykerweiner.com or kira@strykerweiner.com  
Website: http://media.visit-oahu.com  
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