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Airports
	» Charlotte Douglas 				  

International (48 miles) 
	 (704) 359-4013

	» Hickory Regional (Private Aviation) 
	 (828) 327-0147

Airport Shuttle
	» The Hickory Hop: 

	 (828) 327-2340 - Reservations Info 
	 (828) 312-0488 - Dispatch & Pickup

Public Transportation
	» Greenway Transportation 

	 (828) 465-7634

Charter & Bus Services
	» Burke International Tours & 			 

Christian Tours 
	 1 (800) 476-3900 - Toll Free		
	 (828) 465-3900 - Local

Car, Truck & Van Rentals
	» Avis Rent-A-Car 

	 (828) 328-3206 

	» Enterprise Rent-A-Car 
	 (828) 324-5459 - Granite Falls 
	 (828) 327-4335 - Hickory

	» Hertz Rent-A-Car 
	 (828) 328-9110 - Hickory

Ride Share Services
	» Uber & Lyft Available in Hickory

Visitor Centers
	» Hickory Metro Convention Center 		

& Visitors Bureau 
	 (828) 322-1335

	» The Chamber of Catawba County  
	 (828) 328-6111

Limousine Services
	» Hickory Limousine 

	 (828) 327-3364 

	» Platinum Limousine 
	 (828) 291-6445

TRAVEL RESOURCES:

SCAN FOR 
AREA MAP
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SHOP. DINE. DISCOVER.

Downtown Hickory offers a 
variety of local and unique retail 
shops, restaurants, and more. 
With the beautifully renovated 
Union Square, explore the area 
in what feels like a park in the 
heart of Hickory. Staying true to 
our roots, Hickory is crafting and 
creating epic adventures every 
day including outdoor concerts 
and festivals. We hope you will 
explore more of our area by 
hopping on the new Downtown 
City Walk. 

www.downtownhickory.com

@downtownhky

@downtown_hickory

Hickory’s Oktoberfest

Hickory’s Farmers Market Music Under the Sails Fall Art Crawl





Photo: Chad Austin, Inc. 

Then and Now
Not many locations can trace their 
origins back to a tavern under a tree 
but in the 1850’s, Henry Robinson built 
a tavern of logs beneath a huge hickory 
tree near a stagecoach junction. The inn 
was known as “Hickory Tavern.” As more 
visitors passed by, the Town of Hickory 
Tavern was established in January 1870. 
Eventually the name was changed to the 
Town of Hickory and then again to the 
City of Hickory in 1889. 

Over the last 150 years Hickory has 
transformed into a thriving, inviting and 
innovative city where there is energy 
everywhere you look, especially over 
the last 10 years.  Hickory is a community 
where life is well crafted. Craftsmanship 
is the buzz word around the city whether 
it's manufacturing furniture or crafting 
a life around arts, culture, food, spirits, 
recreation and the outdoors.  

In recent years Hickory has seen a large 
spark of enthusiasm and innovation to 
make the area a draw in the region for 
new residents and a great place to live for 
current residents, but also a destination 
for visitors to enjoy. New developments 
such as the City Walk, River Walk and 
the entire Hickory Trail project are just a 
few of the ways that Hickory is growing. 
Hickory residents and leadership saw a 
need to revitalize the city and now a 

Hickory
decade later the community is seeing 
those ideas, hopes and plans come alive. 
It is safe to say that there is a spark of 
new life, renovation and growth within 
Downtown Hickory and our surrounding 
neighbors in the region. 

As we continue to improve and the 
projects take shape, we are most 
excited about a place where everyone 
is welcome and everyone experiences 
the true culture of our great area. With 
new development forthcoming of the 
OLLE (Old Lenoir Road Arts District), 
Aviation Walk, new aviation museum 
and the Historic Ridgeview Walk, the 
city will be more connected than ever. 

In Hickory, don’t just explore and 
experience – we suggest you immerse 
yourself and become a part of our local 
culture. In Hickory we are growing and 
changing – we have a sense of 
revitalization that has sparked an 
entire wave of growth to our area 
and we want you to see it for yourself.

The Hickory Trail will consist of 
over 10 miles of pedestrian friendly 
pathways connecting Lenoir-Rhyne 
University through Downtown 
Hickory to Lake Hickory and the 
Aviation Museum. For more 
information, visit www.hickorync.
gov/crafting-hickory
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www.downtownnewton.org
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From friendship to folk art, 
there’s  always something 

new in Newton.





Burke County
Burke County is an outdoor paradise 
at the base of the mountains, just off 
Interstate 40.  With the historic towns 
of Morganton and Valdese, two state 
parks, the only wilderness area in 
North Carolina, hundreds of miles 
of hiking and biking trails, a pristine 
mountain lake and boulder-strewn 
rivers, there is something for everyone. 

The towns of Morganton, the largest 
town and county seat, and Valdese, 
the second largest town, have very 
rich histories, featured in museums, 
public art, and area retailers. The 
history of the Waldensians in Valdese 
and the Revolutionary War history in 
Morganton are fascinating and worthy 
of the time spent in our amazing 
local museums.

For people that enjoy the outdoors, 
there is a reason Burke County is 
deemed “Nature’s Playground.” The 
county is home to the largest state 
park in North Carolina, South 
Mountains State Park, as well as 
Lake James State Park which features 
paddle-in camping, boat rentals, a 
swim beach and lots of trails to 
explore.  If hiking is your thing, there 
is nothing like the breathtaking views 
of Linville Gorge, deemed the “Grand 
Canyon of the East.” It features easy 
hikes like Wiseman’s View to moderate 
hikes like Table Rock and Hawksbill 
that boast 360-degree views looking 
into the 2,000-foot drop from the 
peaks to the Linville River below.

Burke County is also home to multiple 
long-distance trails like sections of the 
Mountains to Sea Trail, the Fonta Flora 
State Trail, Overmountain Victory Trail, 
and the future Wilderness Gateway 
Trail. These joined with our greenway 
systems, Valdese Lakeside Park and 
Burke River Trail, gives Burke County 
the most trailheads of any other 
county in the state. There are many 
opportunities for various loops, so 
you’ll never have to do the same trail 
twice (unless you want to because they 
are so great!).

Come discover Burke County and see 
what you have been missing at the 
base of the mountains!
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Things to do
Playing isn’t just for kids. In Hickory it's 
encouraged and we hope to inspire everyone 
to play and enjoy their time in our area. Life is 
meant to be lived, it is meant for laughter, time 
with nature, experiencing something new, 
conquering fears and time together with 
family and friends. 

Whether you’re visiting or maybe you’re a 
local to the area, there is truly something 
here for you – no matter your age - and don’t 
just take our word for it, go out and experience 
it for yourself! Get outdoors with over 50 parks 
in Catawba County which include miles of 
walking, biking, and hiking trails, playgrounds, 
disc-golf courses and dog parks. 

Test your knowledge and learn something 
new at our state-of-the-art science center & 
planetarium, with rotating exhibits, a touch 
pool with "Splashy" the stingray and 
animatronic dinosaurs. Most notably we 
are excited to announce their sensory hours 
allowing everyone to feel welcome and come 
as they are. 

The Hickory Museum of Art offers rotating 
exhibits, our historical sites allow us to 
“time-hop” back to the 1800’s and before to 
experience life in a simpler time and our music 
scene is as diverse and dynamic as the artists 
and musicians that call this area home. 

Finding those off-the-beaten-path things to do 
and see is just a car ride away. Don’t just create 
memories that will last a lifetime but immerse 
yourself and become a part of our local culture. 
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