






Our Sustainability
Initiatives & Practices

Lights Out Houston - In an 
effort to protect our local wildlife,
we team up with the Texas
Conservation Alliance to join in
their “Lights Out for Wildlife”
initiative by dimming all non-
essential lighting during the peak
of spring migration for birds.

Recycling - Our employees,
partners and tenants participate in
recycling efforts inside and outside
GRB – bins are clearly marked for
paper, trash, organic and
plastic/aluminum. 

The GRB also participates in
electronic recycling & reuse of
computers, monitors, cell phones,
printers and supplies. 

Compostable Food & Products -
Our catering partner, Levy, utilizes
compostable food & beverage
containers that turn back into soil
in approximately 45 to 90 days,
dramatically reducing the waste
stream. Levy also reduces food
waste by using excess food for
employee meals and composting
food scraps. 

Filtered Water Stations -  We are
committed to eliminating single
use plastics from our events,
mainly plastic water bottles. The
GRB has a total of 39 filtered water
refill stations for guests to use.

Green Meetings -  We meet with
clients prior to events to discuss
sustainability efforts and post
event donations. 

Our Commitment to Our Community,
Our Culture, and Our People

Raising Environmental Awareness In order to keep our
community and our team members informed about the
importance of sustainable practices, the GRB celebrates
the following awareness days: 

Earth Day - To celebrate Earth Day, the GRB participates in
various projects.
Stop Food Waste Day - A global day of awareness to
eliminate wasted food around the world. We provide
employees education tips on how to decrease food waste.
Bike to Work Day / METRORail - A bicycle’s environmental
sustainability is about more than just lower energy
requirements. For each person who switches from a private,
polluting mode of transport to a bicycle – a zero emission form
of transport when in use – a city experiences reduced carbon
emissions and improved air quality. We encourage employees
to Bike Your Park or Neighborhood, if not to work. In an effort
to continue reducing emissions, employees are also
encouraged to use our METRORail for transportation when
possible. For work related activities, employees are often
provided with pre-paid Metrocards for our METRORail system. 
Lights Out Texas is a campaign of education, awareness,
and action that focuses on turning out lights at night during
the spring and fall migrations to help protect the billions of
migratory birds that fly over Texas annually.

Celebrating Diversity & Inclusion In Our Community 
Diversity is an integral part of who we are and how we
conduct business in our larger Houston community. It
contributes to our ability to foster innovation and
engagement to enrich the cultural fabric throughout the
Houston region. Our workforce is a microcosm of
Houston’s rich ethnic diversity.

Our employees actively participate in cultural heritage
celebrations throughout the year, community service
projects, Wellness Days events, Pride Month activities,
training sessions and seminars. We also schedule Lunch &
Learn’s like How to Balance Work and Life in
Challenging Times and offer access to webinars like
Allyship: Becoming an Effective Ally which focuses on
anti-discrimination compliance, diversity representation
and inclusion behavior.

Team Member Health & Wellness Our people make us
who we are which is why we are committed to promoting
the health and wellness of our team members. We provide
employees with: access to workout rooms, tips on
wellness & mindfulness, and bike & walking trails. 

Digital signage – Our ribbon signs outside & monitors inside the GRB are used to communicate our activities to the public.
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Do you have any special requirements or equipment for cleaning and sanitizing? 
Green Cleaning Policy – The GRB uses green cleaning products and non-chemical products for
pest control and weed management. Our in-house service providers and vendors also adhere to
Sustainability criteria for cleaning products and materials.
The GRB uses electrostatic spraying. Electrostatic sprayers can clean up to 54,000 square feet of
surface area per hour, reducing labor and chemical resources. The GRB now has 20 EMist 360
electrostatic disinfectant sprayers, which will be used at the end of each day to sanitize all
common areas throughout the GRB as well as meeting rooms used during events. An additional
eight sprayers will be available for use in HFC-owned venues in the theater district. 

Are there any thermal scanners on site?
We have installed thermal scanners at all 15 entrances of the GRB Convention Center. G
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Is there at least one electric vehicle charging station in the venue's parking facility?
Avenida South Garage: Six (6) electric charging stations
Avenida North Garage: Six (6) electric charging stations
Theater District Garage: Six (6) electric charging stations
ADA-accessible parking spaces are also available in all parking garages and most surface lots. 

Are there any post-event sustainability reports provided to clients after an event?
We can provide tracking of composting and isolated waste & recycling pulls post-event.

Do you have any third-party audited sustainability certifications or recognitions?
The GRB is currently USGBC LEED GOLD certified and is applying for recertification 2025. The
GRB was also previously certified as USGBC LEED SILVER in 2011 and 2017.

SUSTAINABILITY 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Want to learn more about our Green Initiatives?
For more information regarding all of our Green Initiatives visit GRBHouston.com.

Have a question about our Sustainability Practices?
Contact Analisa Terrell | Manager Sustainability & Administration 

      at Analisa.Terrell@houstonfirst.com or 713.853.8076

We are committed to environmental stewardship, and ask that our clients, exhibitors,
vendors and partners: 

Place recyclables in appropriate recycling containers located in exhibit and public areas.
Designate merchandise for donation to local non-profits (e.g., leftover bags, office supplies,
pens, note pads, etc. and any other recoverable materials).
Flatten all corrugated cardboard during move-in and move-out for proper recycling.
Post-show, please inform your GRB Convention Services manager if you have any unused food
product that can be recovered and/or donated.
Encourage the use of METRORail for transportation. The Purple and Green Lines serve the
convention center from two stations located within walking distance of the facility’s North side.
To learn more about public transportation options around the GRB, visit ridemetro.org. H
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George R. Brown Convention Center | 1001 Avenida de las Americas, Houston, TX 77010
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