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The Cashiers Area Chamber is in full swing, actively working toward our 2025 Membership
Renewal goals ahead of the March 31 deadline. This effort aligns with the release of our Visitor
Guide & Membership Directory, a key resource for both visitors and local businesses. To make
this edition truly stand out, we are hosting a photo contest for the cover and have reached out to
longtime members for fresh, high-quality imagery for our featured articles, including Farm to
Table, the Outdoors, and Lodging.

Our new website, CashiersAreaChamber, officially launched last month, providing an
enhanced user experience. A valuable feature is our Job Postings and Volunteer Opportunities
portal, powered by our new GrowthZone system. This platform is now fully functional, and
members have begun utilizing it, while the public can access job listings directly from our
website. We are also in the process of integrating our Community Calendar, Cashiers Four-
One-One, into the new site to provide an even more seamless experience for event planning and
promotion.

Excitement is building for Cashiers Burger Week, set for April 26 — May 4, with a Wrap Party
scheduled for the following week. This event will showcase the best burgers in the area,
encourage local dining, and bring the community together for a delicious celebration.

Our Leadership Cashiers program is in motion, with applications due by March 31. The
Advisory Council will convene on April 1 to review submissions and finalize this year’s class
roster. The program kicks off with an Opening Retreat on May 16 — 17 at the Country Club of
Sapphire Valley.

The Leadership Cashiers Alumni Network, now boasting over 100 alumni, is planning a series
of engaging social and networking events throughout the year. Upcoming activities include:

*  Opening Retreat Social Hour (May)

e  Networking Lunch (July) following Natural & Cultural Resource Session at the Cashiers
Historical Society

e Trivia Night at Whiteside Brewing

*  Guided hikes in PantherTown with Highlands-Cashiers Land Trust
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The Community Volunteers & Resources Expo is scheduled for June 11, offering
organizations and volunteers a valuable platform to connect and collaborate.

We have also locked in dates for our Business After Hours networking events, with one
exception. These gatherings are held the third Thursday of the month June through October from
5:30 - 7:00 p.m. Our Chili Cook-Off in October is open to the public so mark your calendars and
join us for a delicious time at The Village Green, co-hosted by our Chamber and Landmark
Realty Group.

e  June 19 —TJ Bailey’s new building

e July 17 — Cashiers Historical Society

*  August TBD — Awaiting confirmation from two potential co-hosts

*  September 18 — The Orchard Restaurant

e  October 16 — Landmark’s 19th Annual Chili Cook-Off - open to the community

Lastly, I am honored to represent the Cashiers Area Chamber as a stakeholder for the Qur State
Our Homes initiative, a vital effort that aligns with our strategic initiatives.

Looking ahead, we remain committed to fostering connections, driving tourism, and
strengthening the Cashiers area as a premier destination. Thank you for your continued support
and collaboration!

SLLSCU’I

Susan Gregory
Executive Director
Cashiers Area Chamber of Commerce
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