
Situated 
at the national 

crossroads of I-95 
and I-40, halfway 

between our North and 
South Welcome Centers, 

Johnston County offers convenient 
access to a multitude of 

attractions, provisions, and 
accommodations for both 

the road weary and 
adventurous spirit.
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S M I T H F I E L D ,  N C

O u r  M i s s i o n
 
The miss ion of  the Ava G ardner  Museum 
is  one of  curator ia l  preser vat ion and 
histor ical  interpretat ion.  Our  unique 
col lec t ion spans Ava’s  ent i re  l i fe,  f rom her 
humble beginnings  in  rural  Nor th Carol ina 
to  her  re laxed f inal  years  in  London.  Our 
vast  repositor y  of  Ava’s  personal  and 
profess ional  ar t i fac ts  inc ludes  photographs, 
jewelr y,  costumes,  memorabi l ia ,  papers, 
ephemera,  and much more.

E x t e r i o r  s h o t  o f  t h e 
A v a  G a r d n e r  M u s e u m  l o c a t e d 
a t  3 2 5  E .  M a r k e t  S t r e e t  i n 
D o w n t o w n  S m i t h f i e l d ,  N C . 

I-95, Exit 95I-95, Exit 95
�



With rotat ing exhibits ,  interac t ive  presentat ions,  specia l  events,  and exper t  docents,  we 
of fer  v is i tors  a  mult i tude of  ways  to  learn about  the remark able  l i fe  and career  of  Ava 
G ardner  a l l  year  long.  Our  wish is  that  you wi l l  v is i t  us  of ten in  Smithf ie ld.
 
A D D R E S S 
325 E .  Market  St .
Smithf ie ld,  NC 27577

We are  located in  the hear t  of  h istor ic  downtown Smithf ie ld.  Park ing is  avai lable  on the 
street  as  wel l  as  in  a  park ing lot  behind the Museum bui lding,  bet ween Third and Four th 
streets. 

H O U R S  O F  O P E R AT I O N
Monday-Fr iday :  9 :30am -  4 :30pm
Saturday :  9 :00am -  5 :00pm
Sunday :  12N -  5pm

A D M I S S I O N  P R I C E S
Adults  	 ages  18-64		  $12.00
Seniors 	 65 & up		  $10.00
M il i tar y 	 Ac t ive  Dut y 		  $10.00
Teens		  13-17			   $10.00
Chi ldren	 6-12			   $8 .00
Chi ldren	 Under  6 		   FREE
 
A specia l  group rate  for  10 people  or  more is  of fered for  $10.00/person.

Her i tage Tours  $15.00/person ( 1 0 - p e r s o n  m i n i m u m  r e q u i r e d.  T h e  p r i ce  i n c l u d e s  M u s e u m 
a d m i s s i o n  a n d  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  a va i l a b i l i t y.  P l e a s e  ca l l  t h e  M u s e u m  f o r  d e t a i l s . )

Visit the Museum



As a  501(c) (3)  Non-Prof i t  Organizat ion,  a l l  admiss ions,  donat ions,  and gi f t  shop 
sales  go direc t ly  to  suppor t  the miss ion of  the Ava G ardner  Museum.

We encourage our  guests  to  discover  the many charms of  Ava G ardner ’s  hometown, 
Smithf ie ld,  NC.  Enjoy del ic ious  meals  at  our  chef- dr iven restaurants ;  take a  le isurely  strol l 
a long the scenic  Neuse R iver  on the Buffalo Creek G reenway ,  par t  of  Nor th Carol ina’s 
M ountains  to  the Sea Tra i l ;  v is i t  our  local  bout iques  and dest inat ion shopping center,  the 
Carolina Premium O utlets ;  explore  the exhibit  hal l  at  the Johnston Count y Heritage 
Center ;  and stay  a  n ight  at  one of  our  area hotels .

9:30am      Arr ive  at  the Ava G ardner  Museum  in  h istor ic  downtown Smithf ie ld.  Watch 
our  introduc tor y  v ideo,  tour  our  exhibit  gal ler ies,  and v is i t  our  gi f t  shop for  exclus ive 
souvenirs .

11am       Take the shor t  walk  to  the Johnston Count y Heritage Center .  Tour  the exhibit 
hal l  to  learn more about  Ava’s  hometown and the surrounding area,  and pick  up the 
Smithf ie ld  Walk ing Tour  Map for  a  strol l  through Smithf ie ld,  which was  founded in  1777.

12pm      Grab lunch at  one of  the restaurants 
within  a  shor t  walk ing distance f rom the Museum. 
Choose f rom comfor t  food at  The D iner ,  soups and 
sandwiches  at  G otham’s  Deli ,  I ta l ian favor i tes  at 
S ami ’s  Pizza and Pasta ,  or  ar t isanal ,  chef- dr iven 
specia l t ies  at  Simple Twist,  The G ilded Pear,  or 
S oDoS oPa.

2pm        Enjoy the walk ing tra i l  through downtown. 
Explore  the unique architec ture  and histor y  of 
Smithf ie ld  at  19 featured stops,  and shop at  our 
downtown bout iques  l ike  Evan’s  Jewelr y,  Jewels 
Formals,  The Twisted Wil low,  or  The Oak Cit y 
Collec tion.

4pm        Vis i t  Ava’s  gravesi te  at  Sunset  M emorial  Park ,  located one mi le  west  of 
downtown.  Fol low the s igns  to  the G ardner  fami ly  plot .

5pm        Enjoy a  del ic ious  dinner  at  one of  our  area restaurants  by your  hotel .  Smithf ie ld 
has  e ight  hotels  located one mi le  f rom the Museum,  adjacent  to  out let  shopping and 
dining.

7pm       Ac t iv i t ies  af ter  f ive  include shopping at  Carolina Premium O utlets ,  or  for  movie 
fans,  see what ’s  p laying at  Smithfield Cinema  or  The Howell  Theater . 

Plan Your Visit



A V A ’ S  C H I L D H O O D
On Chr istmas Eve 1922,  Jonas  and 
Mar y  E l izabeth “M ol l ie” G ardner 
welcomed their  seventh chi ld  into 
the wor ld,  Ava Lavinia  G ardner. 
The large c lose -k nit  G ardner  fami ly 
made their  home in  the rural  Nor th 
Carol ina  communit y  of  Grabtown, 
seven mi les  east  of  Smithf ie ld. 
They l ived in  a  white,  t wo -stor y 
farmhouse surrounded by acres 
of  land they cult ivated to  grow 
tobacco and cotton.

Ava's Story

D I S C O V E R Y  S T O R Y

Before  star t ing col lege,  Ava 
t raveled to  New York  Cit y  in  the 
summer of  1939 to  spend t ime 
with her  o lder  s ister  Beatr ice 
“Bappie” G ardner.  Dur ing the 
v is i t ,  Larr y  Tarr,  Bappie’s  husband, 
made several  por tra i ts  of  Ava and 
placed one in  his  studio’s  window, 
attrac t ing the attent ion of  Barney 
Duhan,  who posed as  a  MGM scout 
look ing for  a  date  with Ava.  Larr y 
and Bappie  decided to  send Ava’s 
photo to  MGM any way,  which 
lead to  a  screen test  and a  seven-
year  contrac t .  Ava,  chaperoned by 
Bappie,  would t ravel  by  t ra in  to 
Hol ly wood in  August  1941.



“IF I  HAD MY LIFE TO LIVE OVER AGAIN, I’D 
LIVE IT THE SAME WAY. MAYBE A FEW CHANGES 

HERE OR THERE, BUT NOTHING SPECIAL. THE 
TRUTH IS, HONEY, I’VE ENJOYED MY LIFE. I’VE 

HAD A HELL OF A GOOD TIME.”  

 

                                                                                Ava Gardner

H O L L Y W O O D

Ava spent  her  f i rst  f ive  years  in 
Hol ly wood playing smal l ,  of ten 
uncredited roles.  Her  career  took 
of f  when MGM loaned her  out  to 
Universal  Studios  for  an adaptat ion 
of  Ernest  Hemingway ’s  T h e  K i l l e r s 
(1946) .  Ava’s  cast ing as  the 
quintessent ia l  femme fata le  K i t t y 
Col l ins  would e levate  her  to  leading 
lady status.  At  the beginning of  the 
50s,  Ava was  poised for  some of  her 
most  celebrated f i lm roles.  I n  1951 
a lone,  she starred in  the melodrama 
M y  Fo r b i d d e n  Pa s t ,  the romance 
Pa n d o ra  a n d  t h e  Fl y i n g  D u t c h m a n , 
and the musical  S h o w  B o a t .  Later, 
she would appear  in  such accla imed 
f i lms as  M o g a m b o  (1953) ,  T h e 
B a r e f o o t  C o n t e s s a  (1954) ,  O n  t h e 
B e a c h  (1959) ,  and T h e  N i g h t  o f  t h e 
I g u a n a  (1964) .  O ver  the course  of 
her  f ive - decade career,  Ava would 
star  in  over  60 produc t ions  and 
become an internat ional  f i lm icon.

L O V E
I n  her  f i rst  t wo decades  in 
Hol ly wood,  Ava fe l l  in  love and 
marr ied three successful  enter ta iners 
–  M ickey Rooney,  Ar t ie  Shaw,  and 
Frank S inatra ,  the greatest  romance 
of  her  l i fe.  Al though her  marr iages 
were br ief,  she deeply  loved her 
spouses  and stayed f r iends with a l l  
of  them for  the rest  of  her  l i fe.



Ava's Story

L A T E R  L I F E

By the mid-1950s,  Ava was  t i red of 
the constant  glare  and scrut iny  of 
the enter ta inment  press,  so  she lef t 
Hol ly wood and moved to  Madr id, 
Spain .  For  more than 10 years,  she ful ly 
embraced the c i t y ’s  v ibrant  culture 
of  Flamenco dancing and bul l f ights. 
Then,  in  1968,  Ava was  ready to  shi f t 
to  a  quieter  l i fe,  which she found by 
moving to  London,  England.  She would 
stay  in  her  adored Ennismore Square 
apar tment  for  the rest  of  her  l i fe. 
Dur ing her  years  abroad,  Ava returned 
to  Amer ica  of ten for  her  career 
commitments  and to  v is i t  fami ly  in  her 
beloved Nor th Carol ina . 

L E G A C Y

Throughout  her  award-winning 
career,  Ava never  forgot  her  humble 
beginnings.  Once she achieved 
profess ional  success,  Ava contr ibuted 
her  t ime,  money,  and celebr i t y  status 
to  socia l ,  pol i t ica l ,  and humanitar ian 
causes  near  to  her  hear t .  I n  the 1960s, 
she became a  l i fet ime member  of  the 
NAACP,  and she a lso ra ised funds for 
phi lanthropic  organizat ions  l ike  the 
M arch of  Dimes,  the Amer ican Cancer 
S ociet y,  and the Amer ican Red Cross.  I n 
her  f inal  years,  she direc ted her  estate’s 
t rust  to  commit  a l l  future  funds earned 
to  non-prof i ts  and char i t ies  which 
advance medical  research and animal 
wel fare.  Her  legac y of  generosit y 
cont inues  today through the work  of 
the Ava G ardner  Trust  which suppor ts 
St .  Jude Chi ldren’s  Research Hospita l , 
the Queen Vic tor ia  Hospita l ,  and the 
Ava G ardner  Museum.



Ava Gardner Festival

100th Birthday Celebration
December 24, 2022, will mark Ava Gardner’s 
100th birthday. In commemoration of this 
milestone, the staff and board of the Ava 
Gardner Museum are planning a year-long 
celebration to honor the life and legacy of 
our favorite movie star. 

Our “Ava 100” celebration will kick off with 
the annual Ava Gardner Festival, happening 
October 7-9, 2022. The weekend’s events will 
feature an opening night gala, new exhibits, 
heritage tours, movie screenings, and much 
more. We will then mark Ava’s 100th birthday 
on December 24th with some special treats 
for our in-person visitors and followers on 
social media. The festivities will continue throughout 2023 as we celebrate Ava’s centennial year 
with special programming and virtual offerings designed to honor Ava’s many contributions to 
film, fashion, and philanthropy. 

Be sure to check out our gift shop as we unveil new “Ava 100” merchandise and officially licensed 
Ava Gardner products. Sign-up for our newsletter and stay tuned to our social media, blog, and 
website for all the latest updates and future announcements about our plans. 

You don’t want to miss Ava’s 100th!

Friday, October 7, 2022

9am – 5pm    Museum Opens 
with Unveiling of New Exhibits.          

7pm   Opening Night Reception

Saturday, October 8, 2022

9am – 5pm    Museum Opens 
with New Exhibits, Film 
Screenings, and Special Video 
Presentations.

10am	 Heritage Tours  
1pm	 Heritage Tours 
3pm	 Heritage Tours

Sunday, October 9, 2022

11am-5pm    Museum Opens 
with New Exhibits and Special 
Video Presentation.

Our  2022 “Ava 100” fest ival  wi l l  ce lebrate  the many facets  of  Ava G ardner ’s  ex traordinar y 
l i fe  –  f rom her  rural  upbr inging in  Nor th Carol ina  to  her  f ive - decade career  as  a  wor ld-
famous star,  f rom her  great  loves  to  her  excit ing exper iences  l iv ing abroad.



Smithfield, NC avagardner.org

Ava through

the years.
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E M A I L
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M E M B E R S H I P
Our “Ava Advocate” 
membership program 
offers  Ava fans  a 
unique set  of  specia l 
benef i ts  whi le  a lso 
funding the work 
of  the Ava G ardner 
Museum.  For  a  smal l 
annual  fee,  you can 
help us  cont inue to 
preser ve and share 
our  wor ld- c lass  Ava 
G ardner  col lec t ion.

G I F T  S H O P
With new 
and exclus ive 
i tems added 
throughout  the 
year,  our  store  is 
the per fec t  place 
to  f ind specia l 
i tems for  the 
Ava G ardner  fan 
in  your  l i fe.  I f 
you can’t  drop by,  shop onl ine for  books, 
rec ipe cards,  or  the annual  Ava G ardner 
calendar  (a  popular  choice) .

S U P P O R T  U S
By mak ing an 
unrestr ic ted 
donat ion to  the 
Museum,  you 
jo in  our  devoted 
communit y  of 
suppor ters  and 
help us  meet 
our  most  urgent 
operat ional  and 
re investment  needs.  I f  you would l ike  to 
ex tend your  donat ion into an ongoing 
legac y,  we a lso accept  planned gi f ts .

V I R T U A L  E X H I B I T S
Unable  to  v is i t 
us  in  person? 
We’ve created 
v i r tual  programs 
to  br ing the 
Museum direc t ly 
to  you.  Our 
v i r tual  exhibits 
t ranslate  our 
physical  exhibits 
into a  digita l 
exper ience,  and our  “Ava Chats” 
feature  in- depth conversat ions 
about  Ava’s  l i fe  and career.  Vis i t 
our  onl ine gi f t  shop to  access  these 
programs.

F O L L O W  U S 

@ A V A G A R D N E R M U S E U M

@ A V A M U S E U M

@ A V A G A R D N E R M U S E U M

@ A V A M U S E U M

O F F I C I A L  A V A  G A R D N E RJoin  our  emai l  l i s t  to  receive our  newsletter, 
and v is i t  our  blog for  in- depth content  about 
the Museum’s  col lec t ion and Ava’s  l i fe,  career, 
f r iends,  and fami ly.


