Alaska Humpback Whale Viewing Guidelines

Alaska Humpback Whale
Approach Regulations

Federal regulations require that you:

¢ Not approach within 100 yards of a humpback
whale.
Not place your vessel in the path of oncoming
humpback whales causing them to surface
within 100 yards of your vessel
Operate your vessel at a slow, safe speed
when near a humpback whale.

Additional Viewing Guidelines

Use reduced vessel speed as you approach and
depart whales.

i Bt i Limit viewing time around any individual or group

Whea ﬂm“mhlmﬂum at 1 mile. to 30 minutes. Be aware of the amount of vessel
pressure on the animals.
Minimize noise. Be aware of potential cumulative
acoustic impacts to whales from engine noise all
season long.
Minimize use of reverse. Use of propellers in
reverse creates a different level and type of noise
which is more disruptive to whales.
Avoid sudden changes in speed & direction.
If whale approaches vessel within 100 yards, put
engines in neutral & do not re-engage propulsion
until whales are observed clear of harm’s way from
your vessel.
Disperse vessel presence among groups of whales.
Do not attempt head-on approaches.
Parallel course of whale.
Do not separate whales within a group.
Communicate locations and coordinate viewing time
with other vessels.
Consider installing AIS or other tracking system for
operator coordination to disperse vessels among
limited whales.

Whale SENSE Alaska Coordinator
Suzie Teerlink, NOAA Fisheries
Phone: 907-586-7240
Email: suzie.teerlink@noaa.gov

-
e

Updated September 2016






