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KAMLOOPS 
COWBOY
FESTIVAL
CELEBRATING
21 YEARS!

THE KAMLOOPS COWBOY FESTIVAL WILL 
BE CELEBRATING ITS 21ST ANNIVERSARY IN 
KAMLOOPS FROM MARCH 16TH TO 19TH. 
THE FESTIVAL IS A CELEBRATION OF 
KAMLOOPS’ WESTERN HERITAGE 
SHOWCASING THE BEST IN COWBOY AND 
WESTERN FINE ARTS FEATURING POETS, 
MUSICIANS, ARTISTS, AND ARTISANS. IT IS A 
CELEBRATION OF KAMLOOPS’ HISTORY AND 
IS CONSIDERED THE BIGGEST AND BEST OF 
ITS KIND IN NORTH AMERICA.

This festival highlights the Kamloops of the past, but 
many do not realize that Kamloops is still very much a 
cattle town. Its strong ties to the ranching community 
make it the perfect host for North Americans 
interested in western heritage and cowboy culture. 
Kamloops is home to the BC Cattlemen’s Association 
headquarters, BC Livestock Producers Co-operative 
Association headquarters and the province’s largest 
BC-owned cattle ranch. Every morning the Kamloops 
sun shines down on dozens of cowboys putting on 
their boots, saddling their horses, and heading out to 
work cattle.



Now guests can experience both Kamloops’ 
cowboy heritage and today’s working 
ranches when they take a Cowboy Tour with 
Mike and Nat Anfield of Studio Five-O. 

“I was inspired to start the tours for visitors 
after moving to Kamloops and learning that 
the cowboy and cowboy traditions were still 
very much alive here; Cowboys exist and 
riding horseback is still the most efficient 
way to perform many of the jobs required 
on a large ranch. Prior to this I knew the 
beef I was buying at the supermarket 
came from a cattle ranch somewhere but I 
assumed they were modernized businesses 
with cowboys only saddling up on quads,” 
Mike confesses. 

Mike was fascinated with the culture and 
spent many years building relationships 
and helping when he could; This progressed 
to riding along, then to buying horses, and 
finally, to purchasing a small ranch with a 
few cattle.

“As I learned a little more about the 
business I learned that much of the work 
and the most photogenic scenes didn’t 
happen in areas you were able, or allowed, 
to drive to or on. For me this started 
the long journey to transform from a 
photographer taking pictures of cowboys 
to a cowboy taking pictures,” explains Mike. 
“This is still very much a work in progress 
but now I regularly ride along, work and 
take pictures from horseback.”



Travel
to the
grasslands
in a new 
six-seater 
side-by-side!

Mike knows that there are many other 
photographers and sightseers who would 
be interested in having the same access 
to these working cattle ranches, beautiful 
grasslands and century old heritage homes. 
He has secured exclusive access to a large 
working cattle ranch and will be offering 
guided photo tours along with his wife. This 
will allow photographers and enthusiasts to 
capture a side of Kamloops that many aren’t 
aware even exists.

Come for the Festival in March, but stay for 
a tour and an opportunity to experience 
what life on a ranch is really like. Cowboy 
Tours are certain to be a rich experience 
that will capture the attention of enthusiastic 
photographers, sightseers, and want-to-be 
cowboys from around the world. 

More information can be found here. 
www.studiofive-o.com

http://www.studiofive-o.com/Cowboyphotosfolder/Cowboy-Workshops


Visiting in March?
CONSIDER MAKING THESE EVENTS A PART OF YOUR EXPERIENCE

FEBRUARY 23 – MARCH 4
Ring of Fire (The Music of Johnny Cash)
Sagebrush Theatre
www.wctlive.ca

MARCH 1, 8, 10, 11, 17
Kamloops Blazers
Sandman Centre
www.blazerhockey.com

MARCH 2 – 11
21st Annual Kamloops Film Festival
Paramount Theatre
www.kamloopsfilmfest.ca

MARCH 4
Tom Cochrane & Red Rider
Sandman Centre
www.ticketmaster.ca

MARCH 4 & 11
The House at Pooh Corner by AA Milne
Pavilion Theatre
www.wctlive.ca
 
MARCH 11
Kamloops Symphony Czech Mates
Sagebrush Theatre
www.kamloopssymphony.com 

MARCH 16 – 19
Kamloops Cowboy Festival
Coast Kamloops Hotel and Conference Centre
www.bcchs.com

FOR MORE IDEAS VISIT TOURISMKAMLOOPS.COM

http://www.wctlive.ca/ringoffire.htm
http://blazerhockey.com/schedule/257/203
http://www.kamloopsfilmfest.ca
https://www.ticketmaster.ca/Tom-Cochrane-Red-Rider-tickets/artist/861121?tm_link=tm_homeA_b_10001_1
http://www.wctlive.ca/thehouseatpoohcorner.htm
http://www.kamloopssymphony.com/classic/default_new.htm#Czech%20Mates
http://www.bcchs.com/festival.html
http://TOURISMKAMLOOPS.COM


Visiting from 
out of Town?
PARTICIPATING HOTELS
STUDIO FIVE-O HAS PARTNERED WITH THE 
FOLLOWING HOTELS FOR PREFERRED NIGHTLY 
ROOM RATES:*
 
COAST KAMLOOPS HOTEL
& CONFERENCE CENTRE
15% DISCOUNT
Call 250.828.6660 and mention the “Great Getaways” 
Promotion or click HERE to book.
 
KAMLOOPS TRAVELODGE MOUNTVIEW
15% DISCOUNT
Call 250.374.4788 and mention the “Cowboy Tours” 
Promotion to book. www.travelodge.ca

THE PLAZA HOTEL
$99 INCLUDING BREAKFAST
Call 1.877.977.5292
Mention the “Cowboy” Promotion or click HERE to book.

*Price / Discount before tax for standard room.
  Subject to availability. Effective March 15 to April 16, 2017.

SHOW YOUR HOTEL RESERVATION
FROM A PARTICIPATING HOTEL AND RECEIVE A

10% DISCOUNT ON A HALF OR FULL 
DAY SIGHTSEEING OR PHOTOGRAPHY 
COWBOY TOUR WITH STUDIO FIVE-O.

Subject to availability. Effective March 15 to April 16, 2017

#EXPLOREKAMLOOPS.CA
 

https://www.coasthotels.com/hotels/bc/kamloops/coast-kamloops-hotel-and-conference-centre/package/getaway/
http://www.travelodge.ca/hotel/travelodge-kamloops-mountview
http://www.travelodge.ca/hotel/travelodge-kamloops-mountview
http://www.travelodge.ca/hotel/travelodge-kamloops-mountview
http://www.travelodge.ca/hotel/travelodge-kamloops-mountview
http://www.travelodge.ca/hotel/travelodge-kamloops-mountview
http://www.travelodge.ca/hotel/travelodge-kamloops-mountview
http://www.theplazahotel.ca/packages-en.html
http://EXPLOREKAMLOOPS.CA

