
Kansas State Parks - Impact



Trail Map

• Characteristics of visitors

• Impact

• Vendors

• Social benefits

• Activity impacts

• Park impacts



Visitors are looking for family-oriented fun 



The state parks are for everyone



Visitors can spend based on their interest and financial ability



Impact



Kansans used the parks for respite during the pandemic 





Construction further adds to the state economy



Vendors and communities



State Park are economic drivers in rural economies

• Markets are 
predominantly rural

• Employment 
concentration was 
higher than the nation

• Economies were slowing 
and struggling, except 
for the leisure sector



Small-independent businesses benefit the most



SM BIZ are thriving because of state parks





Social Benefits



Genuine-authentic experiences that add meaning to lives



Families were inspired and enriched by the experience



State parks have multiple amenities

• Equestrian –
although smaller in 
number of visitors, it 
had a larger 
impact because of 
spending

• Special Events –
have an untapped 
value to enrich 
local communities



Park impacts



Takeaways

• Visitors are looking for family-oriented fun

• The state parks are for everyone

• Visitors can spend based on their interest and financial ability 

• Kansans used the parks for respite during the pandemic

• Support over 5,000 jobs and $130 million labor income

• State Park are economic drivers in rural economies

• Small-independent businesses benefit the most

• Create genuine-authentic experiences that add meaning to lives

• Families were inspired and enriched by the experience



Lehigh Portland State Park 



Governor Signs HB 2039 Creating Lehigh Portland 
State Park 28th State Park 

• Generous donation from Iola Industries ($2 million for the park) 

• Nearly 360 acres and 14 miles of existing trails

• Plans include a campground, visitor’s center, cabins, boat ramp
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