
Quindaro Underground Railroad Museum 

 

The Quindaro Underground Railroad Museum is housed in the Vernon Multipurpose Center.  The Center 

was designated as an historical site by the State of Kansas on August 21, 2004.  The center was built in 

1936 and formerly served as an elementary school.  Bishop and Mrs. Harrison J. Bryant of the African 

Methodist Episcopal Church established the Vernon Center in May, 1975 as an outreach program to 

meet the needs of senior citizens in the Northeast and Quindaro areas of Kansas City, Kansas. 

 

The Quindaro Underground Railroad Museum began collecting artifacts in 2000.  The museum houses 

archeological ruins of the Underground Railroad that serve as a monument to racial harmony and to 

freedom.  The displays have cultural and historical value for the descendants of Native Americans who 

once owned and occupied the site, for African Americans whose ancestors once looked to Quindaro as a 

gateway to freedom, and for the descendants of Euro-Americans who saw the need to found a Free 

State port and fight slavery.  At the museum, you can also see plaques and monuments reflecting the 

history of the Western University. 

 

The Quindaro Underground Railroad Museum holds a portion of history significant not only to the state 

of Kansas, but to the nation as well.   

 

The entire Quindaro area has become a regional tourist attraction and there are few sites and structures 

from 19th century Kansas City that remain as well-known throughout the nation as the town site and 

ruins of Quindaro.   

 

For more information on this attraction or others in Kansas City, Kansas call 913-321-5800 or go to 

visitkansascityks.com. 

 

Thank-you and enjoy the tour. 


