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LAKE GENEVA, Wisconsin (June 9, 2025) – LAKE GENEVA, Wisconsin – Nearly a billion dollars 

annually, and Lake Geneva leads the way. 

 

Those are the two key takeaways from visitor-driven economic figures released in two related but 

separate studies. The Wisconsin Department of Tourism compiles statewide numbers for all 72 

counties. Visit Lake Geneva contracts with the respected industry firm Tourism Economics for 

further Lake Geneva-centric analytics. 

 

Both studies show record-breaking progress for Lake Geneva and the Walworth County region. Lake 

Geneva acts as the hub, accounting for about 75% of the overall economic impact. 

 

Here are key points for Walworth County, from the Wisconsin Department of Tourism study: 

• Direct visitor spending rose from $728.3 million in 2023 to $762.7 million in 2024, an 

increase of 4.7%. 

• Total tourism economic impact, which includes direct and indirect factors, increased from 

$954 million (2023) to $997 million (2024), up 4.6%. 

• Tourism-related employment jumped from 7,193 (2023) to 7,494 (2024), a 4.2% rise. 

• Total worker income went from $272.4 million (2023) to $282.4 million, up 3.3%. 

• State and local taxes collected climbed from $75.4 million (2023) to $78.5 million (2024), an 

increase of 4.2%. Tax receipts driven by visitor spending reduce the need for local 

communities to assess costs to residents, helping to cover services from public safety to 

roads, parks and schools. 
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“It’s no secret that our region is among Wisconsin’s most popular destinations for visitors,” said 

Stephanie Klett, President and CEO of Visit Lake Geneva, the area’s leading tourism marketing 

organization. “We expected the numbers to verify that and to show continuing progress for the 

industry and our partners.” 

 

The Tourism Economics findings bolster Lake Geneva’s position as the driving force behind visitor 

spending. The following figures are specifically for Lake Geneva. 

 

• Direct visitor spending rose 4.1% in 2024, to $548.9 million compared to $527.3 million in 

2023. Not surprisingly, spending for lodging ($205.1 million) and dining ($121.9 million) led 

the way. 

• Total economic impact – a measure of all visitor-related activity – reached $700.9 million, 

up 4.1% from 2023’s $673.4 million. 

• Tourism jobs rose 3.6% from 4,677 in 2023 to $4,847 in 2024. 

• Income for workers grew 2.9% from %178.5 million (2023) to $183.6 million. Economists 

consider jobs and earnings to be particularly significant numbers, because workers tend to 

live in a given area and spend their money there, continuously recirculating dollars in the 

community. 

• Visitor-related state and local tax collections were up 3.7%, from $52.2 million to $54.2 

million, significantly offsetting the need to assess costs to local taxpayers. 

 

“Our team at Visit Lake Geneva and all of our more than 500 business partners work every day 

toward the goal of growing pride and prosperity in our community and region,” Klett said. “We 

eagerly await these annual results to help us measure how we’re doing. The outcomes help guide 

us as we put together our annual marketing plan.” She said superior visitor experiences can never 

be taken for granted. 

 

“Every year it’s a fresh start, in which we as a community have to earn those visitor dollars,” Klett 

said. “Travelers can go anywhere, spend their money anywhere. To compete we have to present 

unique attractions, great restaurants and shops, superior customer service, all delivered with 

helpful and memorable smiles. Customer loyalty is precious, and we have nothing but praise for 

our partners who work hard to earn and keep it.” 
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One of the community’s key goals has been to continue growing destination visits in all quarters 

each year. That goal was reached again in 2024. First quarter economic impact rose to $97.6 

million, up from 2023’s $90.4 million; second quarter $130.4 million, up from $128.2 million; third 

quarter $202.5 million, up from $191.8 million; and fourth quarter $118.4 million, up from $116.9 

million. 

 

“Summer will always be the mainstay with lake-driven visits, but the shoulder seasons provide 

strong opportunities for economic expansion,” Klett said. “Through our partners, Lake Geneva is 

offering more and more reasons for visitors to join us 12 months a year.” 

 

For more about Visit Lake Geneva, log on to www.VisitLakeGeneva.com. 
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