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The 1-496 freeway loop opened in late 1970.

?:‘W : The road, cutting across downtown Lansing, was given the name

“Olds Freeway” in honor of Ransom E. Olds. The new freeway
reflected a national trend as workers moved out of the cities to
suburban homes. I-496 spurred growth in the suburbs, but claimed
many streets, homes and businesses in the city. The Olds Mansion
and the heart of Lansing’s African-American community were torn
out by the freeway’s construction.

ion of five miles of 1-496 on

Acurved dosh Oldsmobile “cut” the nhhn at the dedicaf

Noverber 25, 1969. Photo coutesy of Hichigan Department of Tensportation.
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This 1960 map showed the fration of Lansing’s African-A latione bs.dh

Lansing archifect Darius Moon designed this house for Ransom and Metta Olds. Built in 1904 on the comer of
South Washington Avenue and Main Street, it wos one of the casualties of the 1-496 freeway. Blueprint
courtesy of Archives of Michigan.

freeway route demonstrates, 1-496 was builk through the city’s lorgest Hlock neighborhood—located
northwest of the Oldmobile plant. Map courtesy of Archives of Michigan.

About 960 Lansing families had to be relocated due to the

construction of 1-496.




