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Ocean City, Marylband Webcomes You!

features

12 FALLINGWATER
A Romance Between
House and Nature

HILTON WORLDWIDE

Beach Getaway

Hilton Ocean City Oceanfront Suites -
Ocean City, MD’s only 4-Diamond
AAA all-suite hotel presents a renewed
sense of luxury and relaxation for
guests. The hotel offers 225 spacious
suites, thoughtfully designed to
create a tranquil environment. To rest
is to revive, and from the vantage

Retreat to relaxation with resort amenities that include fully-
equipped efficiency units, oversized all-suite luxury units
‘w?jacuzzi tubs, spacious guest rooms, private balconies or

terraces, complimentary Wi-Fi, HBO, the Disney channel, point of your Hilton Serenity Bed,
indoor and outdoor swimming pools, pool bars & grills, you'll awake to a sweeping view of
children’s activity pools featuring slides, fountains, and lazy the Atlantic ocean as the sunlight

plays along the water's edge. Each

bedroom offers modern touches like
rooms, tanning beds, children’s play areas, and the 42" HDTV, a DVD player and

complimentary coffee, tea, fresh fruit and morning alarm clock with MP3 player
‘newspaper. Restaurants include Harrison’s Harbor Watch connectivity. You'll find another 42"
‘Seafood Restaurant & Raw Bar, Coral Re 5 & Bar, HDTV and DVD player irlw the living i
Hemingway's Restaurant, 32 Palm Restali#dnt and Rumbas reom, as wallias complimentary wifi

e R o : Finely appointed bathrooms feature a
Lg swellas anarray of‘;ylsgsle Eining and iy large jacuzzi tub with rainfall shower
‘entertainment in-season. S

head and granite double vanity sink, . TR
complimented by a luxurious selection R S '
of Peter Thomas Roth spa cleansing i . L 28 EXPLORE J|MMY CARTER 5
products. The galley kitchen, with | & S

residential-sized appliances, makes G E O R G l A
meal preparation a breeze. Relax,
take a slow, deep breath of the salt- |
kissed air and let yourself go. ‘

rivers, saunas, hot tubs, jacuzzies, tennis courts, exercise

20 PEACE AND HARMONY
FOUND, ON HORSEBACK

REST AND RELAX

To book call 866-729-3200 or IN LURAY

|
visit www.oceancityhilton.com !
|

4 il

Hilton Oceanfront Suites

ECEDRDVE 7 Oceanfront & 32nd St
SERVE TODA 3200 North Baltimore Ave @
Ocean City, MD 21842 . |
800-492-3147 wwuwr.ccmdhatels.com ssorsm0/ 505 H11TO
5 www.oceancityhilton.com HOTELS & RESORTS

©2016 Hilton Hospitality, Inc,
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When you drive into Pennsylvania’s Laurel Highlands you can envelop yourself in the

rustic surrodndings. Its forests, friendly mountains, farmland and small towns no doubt

i T

attracted the Ké$uﬁ' nan ‘ a Pittsbllrgh fa‘mily whb{a\}ned Kau‘éf;iiisn'ﬁ' quartment Store.
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> family owned land in the Laurel Highlands
t included a stream called Bear Run, about 70
es southeast of Pittsburgh. Edgar Kaufmann Jr.,
died architecture under Frank Lloyd Wright,
| the family eventually hired Wright to design a

skend retreat at that location.

> design process began in March 1935 and the

it was an architectural marvel recognized by

ou

e Magazine as one of Wright's “most beautiful
"In 1966, “Fallingwater" received a designation
» National Historic Landmark. Now the province
the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy, the
atial home ultimately is situated so that it
ually straddles a waterfall. And typical of Frank

yd Wright, it blends with the environment.

ome's visitor's center, gift shop and parking
are able to accommodate a plethora of visitors
h year. The conservancy sponsors well-organized
ded tours. As visitors arrive they are assigned to

Il groups each with a knowledgeable tour guide.

ing our visit, our guide, Nora, led us down a
hway to the bridge that spans Bear Run. We
sed for her to tell us that the house is, “site
cific incorporating natural elements.” A view of
house quickly verified Nora's statement. The
e work matches the north bank of Bear Run
h its multiple layers of sedimentary rock. Our
e told us that the stone material came from a

rt distance downstream.

ght had a vision that the architecture should
ect the natural environment and every facet
allingwater illustrates that principle. He also
ested “clutter” and in keeping with the axiom
t the more empty space you have, the less
ly it will be empty, he insisted on a car port,
example, against the wishes of Kaufmann who
ted a garage. Wright protested that a garage

Id invite clutter.

stepped into the living room and Nora
lained that Wright had designed all of the

iture except for some of the chairs. As the

EASTERN HOME & TRAVEL
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tour proceeded we learned that the vanities and
cabinets are attached to the various walls then
cantilevered so that the bases of them don't rest on
the floor. In Edgar Kaufmann, Jr.s bedroom, Nora
explained that the low-lying bed enabled the person
in it to have a sizable perspective on the view out
the full-length glass windows. And the terrace
adjoining the bedroom was bordered by a low-lying
wall no more than knee high, as opposed to a wall

waist-high that could block part of the view.

In accordance with Wright's concept of extracting
as much as possible from the surroundings, there
are no screens or curtains on the windows most all

of which are floor to ceiling.

Several on the tour wondered if Bear Run had
ever flooded. “Yes,” Nora told us, “at times it has
come up to the lower level floor.” The house has
three levels plus a separate unit above with three
bedrooms for the staff. The main house is well
equipped with the usual rooms: four bedrooms
each with attached baths, living rooms and

kitchens. Stairways lead to all parts of the house.

We noticed several Japanese paintings. Nora said

that Wright had a fondness for Japanese art and

architecture. One may remember that he designed
the Imperial Hotel in Tokyo — cne of the few
buildings standing after earthquake in the early

20th century.

THE PROCESS

Kaufmann received the preliminary plans in
October 1935 after Wright had visited the site. The
construction of the house wasn't without its pitfalls

and wrangling between Wright and the Kaufmanns.

The house sits on a web of inverted T beams made
of concrete, cantilevered out from the rocky
north face outcropping. There was an argument
between client and architect about how much
reinforcing steel to use. Wright was satisfied with
the minimum and Kaufmann, probably based on
advice from the constructors, wanted more. The
final outcome, although unofficial, was an added

amount of steel.

EASTERN HOME & TRAVEL 17




respondence exchanged between Kaufmann
1 Wright gauged the disagreements between
m. In one case on Aug. 27, the argument over
> quantity of steel exploded. Wright wrote
erring to the steel issue: “l am willing you should
e it over but | am not willing to be insulted
So we will send no more steel diagrams.” Later
ight sent a telegram to his assistant: “Drop work
1 come back immediately. We are through until
fmann and | arrive at some basis of mutual
pect.” The assistant hesitated long enough for

gs to calm down and the project could proceed.

fmann wrote to Wright: “Now don't you think

it we should stop writing letters and that you
e it to the situation to come to Pittsburgh and

ar it up by getting the facts?”

ntually, construction continued. Nora told us
it recently the Conservancy had to add to the
crete supports with post-tensioned beams.

er much give and take, construction was
pleted in October 1937. The initial cost estimate
s $35,000. The final cost was $155,000. Nora

d that Wright would write Kaufman: “send

EASTERN HOME & TRAVEL

$5,000" several times until the cost ran up to
the final figure. The furnishings cost $22,000;

architect’s fee: $8,0c0.

THROUGH THE YEARS

The house was a nature retreat for the Kaufmann
family from 1937 to 1963, when Edgar Kaufmann, Jr.
donated the property to the Western Pennsylvania
Conservancy. During the period of time the
Kaufmanns held sway, they had many guests.
| asked Nora the most famous. She replied quickly,
“Albert Einstein.” And she said that a lot of movie

actors come there on tours.

The Conservancy opened the house to the public
in 1964. The day we took the tour, the place was
mobbed with visitors: a couple we met came from
California. Thousands are drawn to Fallingwater
each year, and it has been nominated as one of

the World Heritage Sites.

Visitors often write words such as “amazing,”

or “unexpected.”

Nora summed up Fallingwater by saying, “it’s

a romance between house and nature.”
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Laurel Highlands

PENNSYLVANIA

sons of Fun & Adventure 1n Pennsylvania!
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Pennsylvania
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Plan your PA Getaway Today!

Located just outside of Pittsburgh, the Laurel Highlands offers plenty of signature attractions and activities for the whole family! Visit
Frank Lloyd Wright's masterpiece Fallingwater®, hit the slopes at Seven Springs, Hidden Valley, and Nemacolin Woodlands Resorts, each
open all four seasons, visit Idlewild & SoakZone, voted “Best Kid's Park in the World,” and more! Check out Ohiopyle State Park for a
whitewater adventure, or bike through the Laurel Highlands on over 150 miles of the Great Allegheny Passage bike trail, connecting
Pittsburgh to D.C. Tour historic sites visited by George Washington, such as Fort Ligonier and Fort Necessity, or Flight 93 National
Memorial, one of 5 National Park sites found in the Laurel Highlands!

Find deals, getaway packages, events & more at WWW.laurelhighlands.OI'g




