
Bluegrass Note: A number of 
nationally known individuals started

their lives in Kentucky. Vertner Tandy 
(1885 - 1949), son of constructor

Henry Tandy, became the first African
American licensed architect in New
York and a founding member of the

Alpha Phi Alpha fraternal organization.
He designed the New York mansion of

Madam C.J. Walker, the hair care
product millionaire and Berea Hall

dormitory on the campus of Lincoln
Institute, Simpsonville. 



Bluegrass Note: The rock fences seen
as you travel the roadways are of lime-

stone that was uncovered in fields during
cultivation as well as quarried. Most were
dry laid - without the use of mortar. The

Lexington Fayette Urban County govern-
ment has ordinances in place that encour-

age the preservation and restoration of
area stone fences. The nonprofit Dry

Stone Conservancy has taken on the task
of preserving and restoring the stone

fences by conducting workshops to train
new masons in old techniques. Look for

signs that designate the dates, styles and 
builders of these fences.

Bluegrass Note: The Aviation
Museum at Bluegrass Airport
off Man-O-War Boulevard and
U.S. Hwy 60  has an exhibit

about the Tuskegee Airmen of
Kentucky as well as other avia-
tion history. 4316 Hanger Drive,

behind the airport 
(859) 231-1219.



Bluegrass Note: The town of
Nicholasville is the birthplace of
Morgan and Marvin Smith, the

twin brothers whose photography
captured images of Harlem, New

York between 1935 and 1952. 

Bluegrass Note: Cassius M. Clay supported the
founding of Berea College in 1855, donating both
land and money. Founder John G. Fee promoted

the idea of a school where students from the
Appalachian region could be educated regardless of

race and income. Julia Britton, grandmother of
Benjamin Hooks, Director of the NAACP, John H.

Jackson, first president of Kentucky State University
and Carter G. Woodson, founder of Black History
Week, were graduates. The college is located in

Berea, KY, just south of Richmond. You can spend a
full day in the town enjoying the food, 

crafts and history.




