
Bluegrass Note: “Bed & Breakfasts”
have been a Bluegrass tradition since
the earliest settlers arrived. In the late

1700s, there were so few towns and vil-
lages that every station, cabin or house

was an inn, every settler a part-time
innkeeper. The arrival of a traveler was
a welcome social event in the secluded

life of the Kentucky wilderness.



Bluegrass Note: By the early
1800s, as Lexington grew into the

“Athens of the West,” the city boast-
ed numerous taverns and inns,

many in private residences. Some
of them were Postlewait’s Tavern,

Sign of Cross-Keys, The Fried Meat
Tavern, Travellers Hall and the

Indian Queen. The term “hotel” did
not come into use until after 1825.



Bluegrass Note: The O’Neal

Log Cabin, a bed and breakfast

near Nicholasville, was built by

George O’Neal, a Revolutionary

War veteran who was a scout

and sharpshooter for a Virginia 

regiment. The cabin was 

dismantled and moved to 

its current location.



Bluegrass Note: Want to see what a

real 18th-century Bluegrass inn was

like? See Duncan Tavern in Paris.

Built in 1788, this 20-room home

hosted such famous guests as

Daniel Boone and Simon Kenton. It’s

now Kentucky headquarters for the

Daughters of the American

Revolution.Call for hours: 

(859) 987-1788.


