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Bluegrass Note: If you're interested
in the visual arts in general, check
out some of Lexington's many art
galleries. Stop by ArtsPlace (161
North Mill Street; 859-255-2951) for
a free gallery guide. The Lexington
Arts and Cultural Council sponsors
“Gallery Hops” throughout the year.

Bluegrass Note: Kentucky has about
3,000 resident full-time and part-time
craftspeople. The Kentucky Craft
Marketing Program, a state agency, provides business assistance and advice to
craftspeople. Juried crafts producers
whose works are accepted into the
Program carry the “Kentucky Crafted”
label. Each winter, the council sponsors a
market in Lexington that attracts top
wholesale buyers from across the United
States. The show is also open to the
public and a must-see for lovers of high
quality crafts. For more information
call (502) 564-3757.

Bluegrass Note: Festivals and special exhibits
are excellent opportunities to see the works of
Lexington-area craftspeople. The Lexington Art
League sponsors arts and crafts displays at
Mayfest, Mother’s Day weekend in Gratz Park;
downtown during the annual Fourth of July
festivities; at the Woodland Arts Fair, the third
weekend in August in Woodland Park near
downtown; and at its Holiday Art Fair, the
Friday and Saturday following Thanksgiving at
Loudoun House, 209 Castlewood Drive.
Contact VisitLEX for
specific dates of these special events.

Bluegrass Note: Berea hosts several
major crafts fairs each year. Members of
the Kentucky Guild of Artists and
Craftsmen display their works the third
weekend in May, and the second weekend
in October. The Berea Craft Festival on
the second weekend in July features
exquisite juried works by over 100 craftspeople from 20 states. Music and food
contribute to the festive atmosphere.Call
the Berea Visitor Information Center at
800-598-5263 for more information about
the fairs or Berea craft shops.

Bluegrass Note: Maybe you can help solve this
Kentucky craft mystery. In 1933, Sears, Roebuck &
Co. ran a national quilt contest to promote the
Chicago World’s Fair. The grand prize winner was
Margaret Rogers Caden of Lexington, one of
25,000 entrants. Today, however, the location of
her winning entry, “The Unknown Star,” later
nationally known as the “Star of the Bluegrass,” is
unknown. When the fair closed in 1933, the quilt
went to First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, and was
said at one time to be in the White House. A similar quilt was found in the Louisville attic of Caden’s
descendants, but the original could not be located
by Merikay Waldvogel and Barbara Brackman, who
wrote a book about the 1933 quilt contest. Anyone
with information is asked to write Waldvogel at
1501 Whitower Road, Knoxville, TN. 37919.

